
 
 
 

 

From the pastor’s desk… 
 

What you focus upon grows,  
what you think about expands,  

what you dwell upon becomes your destiny. 
 Robin Sharma 

 
As followers of Christ, the answer to all of these thought-provoking 
questions is God – yet what does that look like day in and day out?  
Particularly in our current lives, when every day is a mountain of 
decisions to make.  Decision fatigue is taking deep root in our souls, to 
the point where … wait a minute, what was I saying? 
 
Finding our focus, expanding our spirits into the possibility of hope, 
hitching our destiny back into God’s vision is our only task.  Included in 
this newsletter are just a few ways we, as Wakonda Christian Church, 
are striving to do just that. 
 
Dear ones, we may have had to adapt the what and how of our 
worshipping community, but we have never once strayed from the 
why.  Now, as we continue to bend and adapt, I encourage you to be 
gentle with yourself and one another – so much bending leaves us all 
overstretched and even a little irritated. 
 
Keep reading to discover the joy of baptisms – new life and discipleship 
are still happening.  Celebrate the milestones and accomplishments of 
our graduates – their resilience and hope inspire us.  Join together in 
mission, fellowship, singing, youth mission and gatherings, as well as 
dreaming about our future.   

 
Wakonda is a place of deep connection, care for the community and one another.  This has 
never changed.  With our hearts set upon God, and our eyes focused upon one another, we 
are finding a way through, and doing God’s loving ministry all the way.   
 
I encourage you to see where you spot the Holy Spirit stirring in the next couple of weeks.  
What is drawing your attention, and how can the information in this newsletter, expand 
your vision of God’s presence in our church, our world, your life. 
 
Gratefully serving with you, 
Pastor Robyn 
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Congregational Assessment Tool Update 
We did the C.A.T. 

 
We have done our leadership and congregational 
interpretations. 
 
You might be asking, now what?  Great Question! 
 
As it says at the bottom of our summary results, 
“Survey is not the end of a conversation but the 
beginning.”  Let’s begin! 
 
Our results reveal we share 5 priorities: 
1. Make the necessary changes to welcome and 
support young families and children. 
2. Develop strategies to reach, and welcome new 
people into the life of the church. 
3. Create opportunities to deepen relationships 
through smalls groups, fellowship dinners, etc. 
4. Partner with our community to renew and 
revitalize of our neighborhood and city. 
5. Expand our outreach to provide direct services to 
neighbors living on the margins. 
 
Our report reveals our congregations experience 
has us satisfied and revitalized to live out these 
priorities.   
 

Ways we can bring this about: 
1. Pray.  Begin with asking God, sharing your hopes, 
and opening your heart to the stirrings of the spirit. 
2. Learn more about our C.A.T. results.  The full 
report is in the office, contact Pastor Robyn to learn 
more. 
3. Have conversations – starting with your closest 
friends, and the C.A.T. leadership team: 
  
Marla Fay              Richard Guentert 
MacKenzie Harvey  Nancy Koll 
Mark McMichael  Jill Requist 
Betty Ridout   Dave Sharpe 
Connor Uhlman  Hillary Uhlman 

Congregational Meeting, Sunday May 23rd. 
Join us on Zoom, before worship. 

A link will be emailed to you. 
 
New Leadership and Governance proposals coming 
your way. 
 

Through mail and email, you will receive the board 
approved leadership and governance proposals.  
Please prayerfully consider these collaborative and 
creative proposals. 

 Congregational Q&A regarding these 
proposals: Sunday, May 16th during coffee 
hour at 9 a.m. 

 Continued conversation and possibility of 
approval:  Sunday, May 23rd before worship 
in Congregational Meeting 

As always, please contact the church office with any 
questions, or conversations with Pastor Robyn.  
Board Chair Dave Sharpe, and Vice Board Chair 
Nancy Koll are also available for conversation. 

 

 Music Note… 
 

Hi, everyone! 
 

There will be plenty of music to go around at 
Wakonda in May! We'll have special guests singing 
nearly every week, including The Dave’s, and Emily 
Katich. Your Wakonda Choir will also be returning to 
regular, in-person rehearsals for the first time since 
March of 2020. And don't forget about our outdoor 
service on Sunday, May 9th! You can join us, in-
person (face cover required), listen from your car 
radio, or stream us from home. I cannot wait to 
share in these blessings with you all! 
 

In the meantime, enjoy Spring weather, the outdoor 
time with family and friends, and all the things that 
make this season so great and meaningful for you! 
 

Yours, Seth  
 

PS Don't forget to congratulate Mike Walag on the 
birth of his new grandbaby! 
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May Sermons 
 

May 9       Journeying with Joy John 15:9-17           
Mother’s Day In Person Outside Worship 
May 16    Graduate/Youth Sunday 
May 23    Tools for the Journey John  
                   15:26-27, 16:4b-7  
                   Pentecost/Baptism Sunday 
May 30    Water & Wind are good for the Soul 
                    John 3:1-10, 16-17 

 

Pastor Visits 
 

Call me the roving pastor.  I have a lawn chair and I 
will travel.  Safely vaccinated, I hope to come visit a 
lawn near you. 
 

Throughout the summer I hope to reconnect with 
you, or a group of you, in the beauty and safety of 
the outdoors.  I plan to make calls, but please also 
call the church office, letting me know if you’d like 
to arrange a time. 
 

Most of all, I look forward to finding ways to be 
together, as we find our way back to our larger 
community. 
 

Pastor Robyn 

 
 

COVID TF Update 
 

Our return to community steps are going well, 
and we’re so grateful to welcome 16 households 
into worship during May & June. 
 

Up until now, the slow and steady approach has 
been successful in caring for one another.  These 
next few months with increasing vaccinations 
rates, and continued studies and reports released, 
mean information and responses may change 
rapidly.   
 

We understand every household and individual is 
making the best decisions possible, and we are 
doing the same, as a church.  Moving together, as 
a church, mean we cannot move at the rate of the 
fastest, or slowest members; but instead, we find 
the pace that holds us together. 
 

That means, we’d like to hear from you.  With 
warmer weather the possibility of outdoor 
gatherings and worship is more likely.  We want 
to be together, safely. 
 

We encourage you to reach out the COVID TF and 
church office, sharing your hopes and comfort 
levels in regard to worship, and all-
congregational gatherings. 
 
Jamie Badger  Robyn Bles 
Nancy Koll  Sharon Newman 
Jill Requist  Larry Scott 
Dave Sharpe  Susan Thies 
 

April Outreach Giving 
 

 

DMF $1692  Food Pantry $ 1105  
W.O.C. $365 
  Easter $ 660 
Anawim $100      
Total $ 
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Youth Updates… 
 
As we round out our school year and look forward to 
the future, here are a few youth activities to look 
forward to... 
 
*Subject to change based on COVID numbers  
JYF = k-5th grade 
Chi Rho = middle school 
CYF = high school 
 
Updated In-Person W@W Youth Schedule: 
May 5th: JYF @ 6:00 PM; Chi Rho & CYF @ 7:00 PM 
May 12th: JYF @ 6:00 PM; Chi Rho & CYF @ 7:00 PM 
May 19th: End of School Year Party for all age youth 
starting at 6 PM, *Last W@W until the fall 2021 
school year 
May 26th: Mandatory Mission Trip Chi Rho & CYF 
Parent/Youth Meeting @ 7 PM  
 
Summer Youth Activities at church:  
June 16th all ages: Gaga Ball Social @ 7  
July 14th all ages: Ice Cream social @ 7  
 

Lessons by the Lake 
 

Summer is coming and we are going to have “Lessons 
by the Lake” again this year. We will meet at the East 
end of Grey’s lake at 6:00 PM. on Wednesday 
evenings. We will start on June 9th. We are going to 
do “90 Minutes in Heaven” by Don Piper. I can get 
study books for about $5.00. if you are interested, 
please let Bruce Gowen know, and we will order a 
book for you. Bring your lawn chair and your dinner 
and enjoy the beautiful summer evening in the 
company of dear Christian friends. 
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Wakonda would like to send a big congratulations to our graduates and their families. Not only did you get 
through your schooling, but you did it during a global pandemic.  Your tenacity and commitment to your 
studies are something to be celebrated. We look forward to honoring you in worship on May 16th during our 
Graduate Youth Sunday.  Following worship, we will have a drive-by graduation party, so our congregation can 
have the joy of cheering you on with gifts and words of encouragement.  
 
Your friends at Wakonda could not be more proud, and we cheer you on as you enter this next season of your 
life.  Please know that while you spread your wings you always, always have a home and friends at Wakonda 
Christian Church.  Blessings and prayers on all your future has to hold class of 2021.  You did it!  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
2 
 
9:00 a.m.  
Zoom Coffee 
Hour 
10:00 a.m.  
Online Worship 

3 
      
  

4 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Chit Chats  
4:00 p.m. 
Book Club 

5 
 
10:30 a.m. 
Bible Study via 
ZOOM 
6-7:00 p.m. 
Youth Group 

6 
 
 

7 
 
 

8 
 

9 
 
10:00 a.m.  
In Person 
Outside Worship 

10 
 
 
 

11 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Chit Chats  
4:00 p.m. 
Book Club 

12 
 
10:30 a.m. 
Bible Study via 
ZOOM 
6-7:00 p.m. 
Youth Group 

13 
 
 
 

14 
 
 

15 
 
 
 
 

16 
 
9:00 a.m.  
Congregational 
 Q & A 
10:00 a.m.  
Online Worship 

17 
      
 

18 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Chit Chats  
4:00 p.m. 
Book Club 

19 
10:30 a.m. 
Bible Study via 
ZOOM 
6-7:00 p.m. 
Youth Group 
7:30 p.m.  
Board Mtg 

20 
 
 

21 
 
 

22 
 
9:00 a.m. 
Mission Day 
10:00 a.m. 
Preschool  
Paly Date 

23 
 
9:00 a.m.  
Congregational 
Mtg. 
10:00 a.m.  
Online Worship 

24 
 

25 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Chit Chats  
4:00 p.m. 
Book Club 
 

26 
 
10:30 a.m. 
Bible Study via 
ZOOM 
6-7:00 p.m. 
Youth Group 

27 
 
 

28 29 
 
 
 

May Birthdays 
 

5/1 Earl Bridgewater   5/3 Marlene Fry  5/9 Dorothy Vanderpool  5/12 Wade Thompson 
5/13 Roena Dean, Dari Ehlis  5/15 Diane Fox  5/16 Fred Oliphant  5/24 Dave Hawkins 
5/24 Nick Worthington, Grant Fay  5/28 Jennifer Mooers 5/29 Jim Kabel   5/30 Sheri McMichael 

 

You are invited to celebrate the baptisms of: 
Khloe Simms & Urban Uthe 

Sunday, May 23rd 

In worship at 10:00 a.m., these young people will join Wakonda 
Christian Church on a lifelong path of Discipleship. 

We are so proud of who they are, and who they will become 
with God and this community. 

 


