
 
 
 

 

From the pastor’s desk… 
 

What brings you a sense of belonging? 
 

A clergy colleague recently posed this question to a group of weary and 
stressed-out pastors. 
 

Our response was nothing but blank stares.  Many of us felt depleted – the 
farthest from belonging. 
 

Belonging evokes notions of comfort.  Abiding peace within a grounded 
belonging.  Right now, many of us rarely feel enveloped in abiding peace, even 
if that is what we long for.   
 

And yet we have an entire book of Lamentations, the songs of sorrow within 
the Psalms, and the entirety of Job as companions in this tension.  We are in 
fact, not alone, in this place of struggle and hardship.  To be faithful is never 
equated with always being content and happy. 
 

Belonging fundamentally presumes a claiming.  As people respected and loved 
by God, this is a mutual claiming.  God claims us, wholly giving us the space to 
claim, in return.  This is the power of baby blessings – the recognition that 
from the very beginning, we are claimed and created by God.   This is brave 
commitment of baptism, to respond to God’s claim upon our lives, by entering 
the waters.  When we rise, we are the same; and yet, wholly different.  We are 
partnered and held on this journey of discipleship 
 

What a tremendous gift, from a force coursing through all of creation.  This 
gift of being claimed, for God says, “you are mine.”  While also giving us the 
loving gift of responding in kind. 

 

When we grow weary with the heaviness of the world, may we remember these words of God: 
4 ‘Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? 
   Tell me, if you have understanding. 
… 
7 when the morning stars sang together 
   and all the heavenly beings* shouted for joy? 
… 
12 ‘Have you commanded the morning since your days began, 
   and caused the dawn to know its place, 
13 so that it might take hold of the skirts of the earth, 
   and the wicked be shaken out of it? 

 
We are claimed, called, and held by the greatest force of goodness, mercy, and creativity.  Rest in this 
comforting presence.  Glean energy and encouragement from the morning stars. Rest your eyes upon the 
newly rising sun and find rest in the setting of another day.  For God has given us enough love for today.  
That is always enough. 

Walking with you, 
Pastor Robyn 

 

September 2021 
Volume 65, Issue 9 

Wakonda Christian Church 
3938 Fleur Drive DSM IA 50321 
515-285-8394 
Office Hours 
10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  
Sr. Pastor Robyn Bles 
402-301-9170 

Inside this Issue 
 
 
1. Pastor’s Reports 
 
 
2. Board Chair Brief 

5 Week Study Series 
    
3. Music Note 

Fall Housekeeping 
Preschool News 
 

4. Worship & Wonder 
Covid Task Force Update 
Fleur Construction 
September Birthdays 
 

5. Youth News 
 

       Calendar 
6. August Outreach Giving 

7- 8. Outreach News 
 

  

WAKONDA NEWS 



 

 

            2             .   .   .   .    .   .   .   .  .   .   .   .   .   .    
 

Board Chair Bits… 

It’s been a busy few months in our church!   

 We are so fortunate to have some amazing young men who have provided our church with enhancements 
through their Eagle Scout projects.  The most recent is Carson Harvey who made two lovely picnic tables 
that can be used outside!  They are located right outside of the preschool playground in the shade.  If you 
happen to see Carson, let him know how appreciative we are of his work and say thanks!   

 Kirstin and some of our youth spent a week doing some local mission work.  The pictures shown on our 
Facebook page look like they really got themselves involved with helping in areas within the community 
and also had some fun while at it!  Great job of representing Wakonda! 

 The Visioning Team met in August and began working on plans as they delve into reviewing the current 
church by-laws and policies to bring them up to current times as well as to demonstrate what our purpose 
is.  They will be sharing with the Board at each meeting and sharing with the congregation as proposed 
changes are recommended.   

 The two windows in the education wing that were rotted badly have been removed and new framework 
has been put up.  We anticipate the new windows to be put in place sometime in September.  I know it 
doesn’t look good now, but it will bring so much light into the upper level of the education wing and 
provide much improved energy efficiency.   

 The next board meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, September 22 at 7:30 PM in the church library.   

 
We Call Ourselves Disciples? 

 

We are Disciples of Christ, and like those first disciples, we sometimes pause to ask Christ, “What does that mean?”   
 

Whether you’re a lifelong Disciple, or just joining your faith walk with Wakonda Christian Church, we all are being 
asked to live our faith in new and transformational ways these days.  Also like those early disciples, Christ gives us 
one another to discuss, discover, and discern together how we are called to partner in sharing the good news of 
living out our faith. 
 

Beginning Sunday, September 19th, we’ll engage 5-week study and worship series exploring how we can be 
Disciples of Christ in this world. Both Adult Sunday school and Worship will include videos from Disciples across 
our denomination all asking this question “What does it mean to be a disciple?” 
 

  Study Series :(Cord Room)     Sunday Worship: 
Sept. 19: God’s Covenant of Love:              We Call Ourselves Disciples? 

    Recognizing what Binds Us               Mark 9:30-37 
 

Sept 26: Seeking Covenantal Relationships            A Movement for Wholeness 
    With a Loving, Living God             Mark 9:38-50 
 

Oct. 3:  The Bonds of Christian Faith:                     What Holds us Together 
  Living within Covenant                 Mark 10:2-16 
 

Oct 10:  Following the Light of Scripture           We’ll Leave the Light on for ya 
                 Romans 8:31-39 
 

Oct 17: God’s Limitless Love               God’s Great “Yes” 
               2 Corinthians 1:12-14, 17-20 
Sunday School begins at 9:00.  All are welcome! 
 
All Adult Sunday school classes, (Horizons, Crossroads, & Podcasts with the Pastor) will resume concluding this 
series on Oct. 24.  We're excited to return to in-person Sunday, all together. 
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Music Note… 
 

Hi, everyone! 
 
Well, I guess this is 'goodbye' to Summer...  ... 
 
And 'HELLO!!!' to Fall Kickoff at 
Wakonda!!...    ... 
 
I'm really looking forward to participating in all 
that Wakonda has to bring this Fall. Your 
Wakonda choir will resume regular Thursday 
7:00pm rehearsals, beginning September 2nd, 
and will be singing at Sunday worship at least a 
couple of times a month. Our first Sunday singing 
in worship will be September 12th, at our 
outdoor fall kickoff Sunday. Please feel free to 
contact me about singing with us, or just show up 
at rehearsal. We sing socially distant at every 
practice in the Sanctuary, and we'll be abiding by 
Wakonda's mask mandate inside the building 
until further notice. This guideline helps us 
continue all of our in-person activities. 
 
Meanwhile, keep your eyes and ears open for 
other guest musicians along the way.  
 
Until the next time we see each other, please 
enjoy your last days of summer, and stay safe. 
 
See you all soon! 
 
Seth 

Preschool News 
 

We are so excited for preschool to start on September 7th!  Enrollment has gone better than expected, even 
with COVID continuing to be an issue.  Preschool staff will be in and out the next couple of weeks to get 
everything ready for the little ones.   
 

Thank you to Wakonda Christian Church for the donations, prayers, and volunteers that you provide. A 
special thank you to Margaret Page for, again, making a mask for each and every student enrolled!  Because 
we will be requiring them to be worn, it is so helpful to offer a child sized mask to each student.  And finally, 
a thank you to Gene Koll (aka Mr. Gene) for doing all of the silly projects we ask you to do, as well as keeping 
us clean and safe.   
 

We look forward to a safe, healthy, and fun school year! 

Let’s Give Gene a Hand… 
 

Hi all - it's getting to be that time of year when we 
need to get our grounds prepped for the 
upcoming winter months and it will take several 
of us to help get it all done!  I'm setting aside the 
Saturdays in October to work on the exterior (and 
a small portion of interior) to get the grounds 
prepped for Winter.   
 

There are many things on the list to accomplish 
that include: window washing, dusting indoors, 
our beautiful bushes need to be trimmed, the 
flower beds need to be pruned and dealt with and 
the garage will need painting, among other 
things.   
 

I'm designating Saturday mornings from 8-Noon 
in October as workdays to get these items 
checked off the list.  If you can bring your 
trimmers, yard bags, pick-ups or trailers to haul 
away all the brush that we will end up with is 
great.   
 

I've had a signup sheet prepared so that we know 
who can be here on what Saturdays and what 
they will be working on.  This is posted on the 
desk just outside the office door.  Please consider 
what you can help with and get your names on 
the list!  Appreciate everyone's help in this.   
 

Thank you.   
Gene 
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September Birthdays 
 

2 Barb Bare, Loretta Quinnett  3 Jim Mitchell   5 Dave Haupert 
 

7 Liz Walag    10 Mason Thompson  11 Robert McKinley 
 

13 JoAnn Nordrum   19 Morna Rutledge  22 Jill Requist, Doug Stephenson 
 

23 Jack Bohlender   25 Kay Jones   26 Lucy Davisson 
 

27 Sam McMichael 

Children’s Worship & Wonder 
 
Children already know, love, and worship God.  
We, at Wakonda Christian Church, take seriously 
our calling to love and support one another in 
our growth in God.  This is true from our 
youngest to oldest members.  We are life-long 
learners on this path of discipleship. 
 
As we strive to include children in worship, we 
also understand children worship in their own 
meaningful ways.  Beginning September 12th, 
children ages 3-2nd are invited to join in 
Children’s Worship and Wonder.  This will take 
place during the Sunday school hour in the room 
at the bottom of the stairs. 
 
Our young children will abide in God’s love as 
experienced in Biblical stories, parables, and 
liturgy.   All materials, and expression of worship 
are on the level and movements of young 
children. 
 

Fleur Drive Improvements: 
 
For the next 16 weeks all Southbound traffic on 
Fleur Dr. between Park and Watrous will be 
diverted to the Northbound lanes.  This affects 
the church’s driveway on Fleur, directly in front 
of the church. 
 
*Watrous remains open throughout this 
construction.*   
 
Please use the Watrous entrances to our parking 
lot for the duration.  The construction on our 
property is estimated to occur in mid-October.  
This section of construction should conclude in 
mid-December.  Having a safe road, and 
sidewalks to get to church will be a welcome way 
to celebrate Christmas. 
 
Thank you for your patience and flexibility 
during these community improvements. 
 
 

COVID Task Force Update 
 

Thank you Wakonda, for loving and supporting one another.  Since Sunday, August 22, we have been 
masked indoors for all activities.  These actions allow us to continue meeting, in-person for Worship, 
along with begin our Sunday school for all ages on September 19th. 
 
We look forward to being together for study, prayer, and play.  We pray for further scientific measures, 
ensuring vaccinations and protections for our children.  We pray for the opportunity to be together, 
offering much needed fellowship and lifting of our spirits.  We pray for our community, as we strive to 
be the hands and feet of Christ in this world. 
 
The Task Force plans to watch the COVID cases within our community and will keep you updated on 
any possible safety changes.  Thank you for your patience, endurance, and prayers. 
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Youth News 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear God, 
 
       Please watch over these amazing youth as 
they begin a new school year. Help to keep 
them safe from physical, mental, and 
emotional harm. Help them to know their 
own strength and resilience. When they doubt 
themselves, feel afraid, or uncertain of their 
futures, help them to feel your everlasting 
presence in all places and in all things. When 
life feels impossible or overwhelming, help 
them to know they are not alone. Guide them 
as they learn and grow. Foster spaces where 
our youth can make new memories and 
bonds, share laughter, create works of art, 
and make joy in the simple things in life. Also, 
foster spaces where they can open their 
minds, be vulnerable, and have 
compassionate hearts for their neighbors and 
enemies. Watch over their families, keeping 
them safe, nurtured, provided for, and loved. 
Thank you for all the ways you go forth with 
us on all of life’s journeys. Thank you for your 
everlasting grace and love. In your holy name 
we pray, 
 
Amen.  

Eagle Scout Service Project 
 

Congratulations Carson Harvey upon the completion 
of his Eagle Scout project.  Out of love for his church, 
Carson built two picnic tables for the church yard, 
along with two tables for our preschool.  Thank you 
Carson for serving our church, neighborhood, and 
preschool with this project.  We’re grateful and 
proud of you! 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
29 
 
9:00 a.m.  
Zoom Coffee 
Hour 
10:00 a.m.  
Worship  

30 
      
  

31 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Chit Chats  
 

1 
 
10:30 a.m. 
Bible Study via 
ZOOM 
 

2 
 
 

3 
 
 

4 
 
8:00 a.m. 
B.O.B. 

5 
 
9:00 a.m.  
Zoom Coffee 
Hour 
10:00 a.m.  
Worship 

6 
 
 

7 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Chit Chats  
 

8 
 
10:30 a.m. 
Bible Study via 
ZOOM 

9 
 
 
 

10 
 
 

11 
 
 
 
 

12 Celebration 
       Sunday 
9:00 a.m.  
Zoom Coffee 
Hour 
10:00 a.m.  
Worship- Outside 

13 
      
 

14 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Chit Chats  
 

15 
 
10:30 a.m. 
Bible Study via 
ZOOM 
6:00 p.m. 
W@W 

16 
 
 

17 
 
 

18 
 
 

19 
 
9:00 a.m.  
Zoom Coffee 
Hour 
Sunday School 
10:00 a.m.  
Worship  

20 
 
5:30 p.m. 
Elders Mtg. 

21 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Chit Chats  
 

22 
 
10:30 a.m. 
Bible Study via 
ZOOM 
6:00 p.m. 
W@W 
7:30 p.m. 
Board Mtg 

23 
 
 

24 25 
 
 

26 
 
9:00 a.m.  
Zoom Coffee 
Hour 
Sunday School 
10:00 a.m.  
Worship 

27 28 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Chit Chats  
 

29 
 
10:30 a.m. 
Bible Study via 
ZOOM 
6:00 p.m. 
W@W 
 

30 Oct 1 2 
 

August Outreach Giving 
 

 

DMF $1629 Food Pantry $1075     W.O.C. $ 650      Pentecost $190
   

Total $3544 
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RECONCILIATION MISSION OFFERING – RECEIVED SEP. 26 & OCT. 3 
THE THEME: “REVEALING GOD’S JUSTICE 

The purpose of this offering is to heal, restore and 
enhance the relationship between all of God’s children.  
This year’s theme of “Revealing God’s Justice” calls us 
to participate in making God’s love and justice all the 
more evident in all our racial relations. Your offerings 
make possible a variety of projects that contribute to 
this purpose. 

Every dollar you give is split fifty-fifty between projects 
here in the Upper Midwest Region and those facilitated 
across North America by the RECONCILIATION TEAM 
leadership of the General Church in behalf of the 
Christian Church (Disciple of Christ). 

Our Theme This Year: Isaiah 56:1 

“Thus says the Lord:  Maintain justice and do what is right,  

for soon my salvation will come, and my deliverance will be revealed.”                                                       

Or, as Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. put it (so poetically): “The time is always ripe to do what is right.” 

 

SUNDAY,  

SEP. 5 & 12   
D.M.A.R.C.  
HEALTHY   

FOODS 
COLLECTIONS 

DAYS 
 

Bring your donations of non-perishable food 
items, personal items and/or a monetary 
contribution for the DMARC FOOD Center.  MOST 
NEEDED ITEMS: tomato, orange or vegetable juices (in 
cans or plastic bottles); fruit cocktail canned in water 
or 100% juice (not in heavy syrup); cans of tomatoes, 

green beans, mixed vegetables; sweet potatoes (no salt 
added); dark red kidney beans  dry,  or   canned in water 
(not pork and beans); peanut butter; tuna, chicken, salmon 
or sardines (canned in water);  dry pasta: whole grain, 
veggie pasta or egg noodles; rice (white or brown);  
vegetable soup (low sodium and high protein); pasta sauce 
(no sugar added and low sodium); cereals: whole grain 
Cheerios, Wheat Chex, Wheaties, Granola, Shredded Wheat, 
instant or regular Oatmeal (no sugar added). 
 
FRESH PRODUCE like fruits and vegetables (please donate far 
before expiration and prime ripeness).    

 PERSONAL ITEMS:  Diapers (large sizes); baby wipes; formula 
and baby food (well-before their expiration dates); soaps, 
shampoos, lotions, dental products; cleaning products; etc. 

 

From The Mission Ministries Team At Wakonda  Christian  
The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) In Mission Work Together:     ⧫     September 01, 2021, page 1 



 

 

            8             .   .   .   .    .   .   .   .  .   .   .   .   .   .    
 

 

From The Mission Ministries Team At Wakonda  Christian  
The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) In Mission Work Together:     ⧫     September 01, 2021, page 2 

OUR MISSIONARY PRAYER 
CALENDAR FOR SEPTEMBER 

[Please Pray For One Ea. Week By Name] 

 

Wk. of Sep 05 – Rachel Pellett 

 Serving In Jamaica 

Wk. of Sep 12 – R. J. Howard 

 Serving In Fiji 

Wk. of Sep 19 – Mark Knowles 

Serving In Lesotho 

Wk. of Sep 26 – Raoul Santiago-Rivera

 Serving In Puerto Rico 

 

WAKONDA VOLUNTEER NITE 
(To Pack Food, Simply Sign-Up In The Narthex) 

 

MEALS FROM THE HEARTLAND 
WED., SEP. 29,6 TO 8 P.M. 

 

357 Lincoln St., West Des Moines 

 

MAKE 
CASSEROLES 

 
For The Salvation 
Army a few times a 
year at your own 
convenience. You can 
volunteer by filling-out 
a “sign-up” sheet on 
the table in the 
Narthex, outside the 
sanctuary. 

            
   “ PREPARATION” FOR THIS MONTH’S 
RECONCILIATION MISSION OFFERING 
 
The Disciples’ Web Page has a wonderful tool for exploring 
issues of racism around SEVEN different categories. Access it 
at:   Your big questions about race, answered (cnn.com) 
              [Ctrl + Click] 
 

But first, read the following helpful considerations.  
Race is a thorny topic, and for people seeking to understand others’ 
racism – or their own – it can be difficult to know where to turn.  So 
please consider this a safe space where you can explore questions that 
you may hesitate to ask elsewhere. To help answer them, scholars and 
other experts on race provide beneficial information.  And, the purpose 
is not to chide, preach or settle historical scores.  

Consider these suggestion as you get underway. 

1.  Embark on visiting this site as an exercise in “spiritual enlargement” 
– simply seeking for broader inclusiveness in a divided world of 
hostility. 

2. Utilize a prayer of your own making before each and every visit - as 
you think about these important questions that others before you have 
also asked.  God Bless!! 

 
 

 
~ For our Wakonda youth’s blanket-making 
project during their Mission Week at the 
Conference Center during August.  They donated a 
number of them to Y.E.S.S. (the Youth Emergency 
Services & Shelter). Good Job High Schoolers!  We 
are proud of you.  
~ For two members of Wakonda’s Mission Ministry 
Team who very generously underwrote the 
Wakonda Nite at “Meals From The Heartland” for 
September 29th.  Now, let’s all sign-up and 
volunteer to go & pack. 
~ For the many members who responded & 
provided Back-To School Supplies for the students 
of Wright & Jefferson Elementary schools, 
Wakonda’s Preschool & Y.E.S.S. (see above). Your 
outpouring of generosity in purchasing such 
supplies will result in the filling of multiple back-
packs for boys and girls. Thank You! 
 


