
 
  
 

From the pastor’s desk… 
 

Well done church. 
 

People, churches, organizations are all struggling right now – for many 

reasons. 
 

Those struggles are genuine and persist. 
 
Given this present reality we continue to find ourselves within, namely a 
persistent pandemic, we are doing very, very well. 
 

Halfway through our program year, we have accomplished: 

• Successfully trained and equipped a brand-new preschool-early  

   Elementary Sunday school program.   

• Launched and living into a new board and leadership structure. 

• Begun our visioning work with bylaws updates. 

• Completed another Giving Campaign, where we not only increased 

our amount pledged, but invited more people to join us in financially bringing 

Wakonda’s ministry to life. 

• Dreamed and set a plan to grow our Youth Director into a full-time 

position. 

• Continued to increase our preschool enrollment to the highest it’s 

been in 6 years. 

• Our Youth are beginning to plan and prepare for a mission trip to Texas this summer, the first out 
 of state mission trip in 3 years. 

• Relaunched Adult Sunday school, with 3 full classes 

• Maintained our masking indoors – which allows us to continue to worship in-person, while  
keeping one another safe. 

• Completed our most successful Angel Tree and Jefferson’s Families Advent gifts. 

• Our choir has safely and consistently resumed rehearsals and worship anthems 

• We had our first Children and Youth Choir sing at our Christmas Program 

• Refugee support and ministry has been added to our Mission work. 
 

These are just some of the highlights that we have accomplished this year.  The pandemic persists, but so 
do we.  New challenges arise, and we must creatively pivot and reroute, but God’s loving grace does too. 
 

Dear Wakonda, our love and resilience forged through our faith and friendships is not only stronger than 
our struggles, it is indeed what enables us to continue caring for one another and serving our community.  
Our ministry is different than we expected – our ministry is also greater than we expected. 
 
Thank you for all you do. 
In loving service with you, 
Pastor Robyn 
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Board Chair Bits… 

Our January Board Meeting was filled with several new business items that I’d like to be sure and share.  

Due to the extreme cold weather, we elected to hold the meeting via Zoom.  Everyone was very 

appreciative!   

Nate Worthington is starting his work on his Eagle Scout project.  What a blessing to have the 

Worthington boys all either become or are becoming Eagle Scouts and using this as improvements to our 

church facilities.  To have 3 brothers all become Eagle Scouts is quite unique and we are very blessed.  

The Board gave the go ahead for Nate to pursue his project of building a gazebo to be placed on our 

church property.  Nate is targeting the July/August time frame to having this completed and has been 

working closely with both Kristen and Robyn on ideas for potential uses, pro/cons of different locations 

and fund-raising needs.  We look forward to seeing this finished project and thank Nate and his family for 

their dedication to this project and our church.   

Our Covid task force has recommended that we continue our church services as they are now.  Continue 

with in person services with mask wearing required.   

Robyn was also approached by a private company to use our parking lot for a mobile Covid-19 testing 

location.  This organization is currently set up in Johnston area at another church and they are wanting 

to add an additional location as the need for testing continues to increase in our area.  This will be a drive 

through testing only that will be available Monday through Friday in our parking lot.  The location will be 

on the south side of the building, and they will pay us a monthly fee of $750 for leasing this space.  

Thanks to Jamie Badger, Robyn, Gene and David Brown for working through the logistics and any liability 

contracts as well as the leasing contract.  This is a great example of how we can provide outreach to our 

neighborhood and community.   

We have had some staffing needs/changes arise lately.  Our nursery attendant is being temporarily filled 

by Brents and Robyn is setting up multiple interviews for a permanent position.  Gene will be retiring 

from his custodial duties/position at the end of May and we continue to look for a replacement for this.  

Robyn and Mark McMichael are working on this to get someone to work alongside Gene prior to then.  

Gene will continue to be here and support the Property Committee.  Our Preschool director, Jamie Van 

Sickle, has had a great opportunity for her and her family given to her to work for the Drake Headstart 

program and will be leaving us at the end of January. Megan Lane will be stepping in as the supervisor for 

the remainder of the school year.  

The Visioning Team has been working through the various bylaws of our church and our making some 

progress, thanks to Richard Guentert’s exceptional input and leadership.  The team will provide 

proposed changes/updates to the Board and then share with the congregation for approval in bits and 

pieces as this is a large task.  Look for more on this in the coming months.   

February is when our nominating committee begins to make recommendation for new leadership for the 

next year.  If anyone has interest in any of these positions, including Elders and Deacons, please let one of 

the committee members know.  The members are:  Lori Baker, Marcia Lund, MacKenzie Harvey, Brents 

Oliphant, Diana Babberl and Paula Becker as Vice Chair leads this group.   

Nancy Koll, Board Chair 
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Music Note… 
 

Hi, everyone! 
 

I hope you're staying warm, but also keeping a cool 
head when you get your heating bill. These frigid 
days are tough for so many reasons, huh? That 
being said, I hope you're all finding warmth being 
around loved ones and finding fun and meaningful 
activities to help you through these winter days. 
 

After a bout with covid, and thus a delayed start to 
choir this year, I am excited to have the choir back 
up and rehearsing regularly. Pastor Robyn and I are 
also planning a Lenten Jazz Music, beginning in 
March, that focuses on Jesus and the Parables. We'll 
feature special musical guests in worship and will 
also have a University of Iowa Professor come to 
give a presentation on Jazz music in the Civil Rights 
Movement. I look forward to sharing more details 
in the coming weeks. 
 

In the meantime, let's brave February together in 
worship. Try singing, even when it's hard to find 
the energy. And make sure you dress warmly. 
Please let me know how we in the Music 
Department can make your worship experience 
better. 
 

See you in worship (in person or virtually). 
 

Seth 
 

January Outreach Giving 
 

 

     DMF $ 1625   
 

Food Pantry $543 W.O.C. $305  
 

 Total $ 2473 
 

 

Lent 2022 
Hearing Another Rhythm: 

Jesus’ Jazz of Parables 

 

We have been taking the rhythms and practices 
of our old lives and creating something new.  
This has become our “new normal” and 
everyday life.  It’s a creative act.  It is inspiring 
to see how the church, and those of us making 
up the church, can partner with God to recreate 
what it means to be church today.  We do this 
by holding onto the underlying values and 
beliefs, while weaving them into new patterns. 
 
This is not new; even if our patterns are. 
 
Jesus did this exact same thing in teaching 
about the Kingdom of God.  He took cherished 
stories, common themes, and even socially 
acceptable cliches, strumming them into a new 
tune so people could hear this story of God in a 
new way.  These stories we call parables, and 
they were so transformative, so imaginative 
and creative, that we’re still telling them today. 
 
For many of us, the parables have become so 
familiar, we no longer hear their improvisation 
in our lives – inviting us to join in and play 
along. 
 
This Lent, we’re going to do that just by pairing 
Parables with the Jazz.  This style of music 
follows the same strategies of Jesus, playing 
upon common tunes, familiar lines, and even 
cliché rhythms.  But in a purely parable-like 
playfulness, improvises to create something 
completely new. 
 
This is what the church needs right now – us 

 

February Worship 
Created to Be Series: 
 

February 6:  

You Have Permission Luke 6:17-26 
 

February 13:  

Labors of Love 5:1-11 
 

 

 February 20:  

Stubborn Gladness Luke 6:27-38 
 

 

February 27:  

Holy is as Holy Does Luke 6:1-11 

Bruce Gowen Preaching 
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February Birthdays 
 

1 Larry Conn 

7 Linda Harrold 

10 Jane Hein, Jeff Ornduff 

12 Beverly Glade 

13 Dave Sharpe 

18 Sharon Newman 

21 Gary Babberl, Amy Wiese 

25 Danielle Mooers 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

30 

 

8:45 a.m. 

Sunday School 

10:00 a.m.  

Worship  

31 February 1 

 

10:00 a.m. 

Chit Chats  

4:00 p.m.  

Book Club 

2 

 

10:30 a.m. 

Bible Study via 

ZOOM 

6:00 p.m. 

W@W  

3 

 

 

4 

 

 

5 

 

8:00 a.m. 

B.O.B. 

 

 

6 

Food Pantry 

Collection 

8:45 a.m. 

Sunday School 

10:00 a.m.  

Worship 

7 

 

 

8 

 

10:00 a.m. 

Chit Chats  

4:00 p.m.  

Book Club 

 

9 

 

10:30 a.m. 

Bible Study via 

ZOOM 

6:00 p.m. 

W@W 

10 

 

 

 

11 

 

 

12 

 

 

 

 

13 

Food Pantry 

Collection 

8:45 a.m. 

Sunday School 

10:00 a.m.  

Worship 

14 

      

 

15 

 

10:00 a.m. 

Chit Chats  

4:00 p.m.  

Book Club 

 

16 

 

10:30 a.m. 

Bible Study via 

ZOOM 

6:00 p.m. 

W@W 

7:00 p.m. 

Spiritual 

Formation MT  

17 

 

 

18 

 

 

19 

 

 

20 

 

8:45 a.m. 

Sunday School 

10:00 a.m.  

Worship 

21 

 

 

22 

 

10:00 a.m. 

Chit Chats  

4:00 p.m.  

Book Club 

23 

 

10:30 a.m. 

Bible Study via 

ZOOM 

6:00 p.m. 

W@W 

24 

 

 

25 

 

26 

 

27 

 

8:45 a.m. 

Sunday School 

10:00 a.m.  

Worship 

 

28 March 1 

 

10:00 a.m. 

Chit Chats  

4:00 p.m.  

Book Club 

 

2 

 

10:30 a.m. 

Bible Study via 

ZOOM 

6:00 p.m. 

W@W 

3 4 5 

 

8:00 a.m. 

B.O.B. 
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WEEK WEEK WEEK WEEK OF COMPASSION MISSION OFFERING OF COMPASSION MISSION OFFERING OF COMPASSION MISSION OFFERING OF COMPASSION MISSION OFFERING ––––    RECEIVED FEB. 20 & 27RECEIVED FEB. 20 & 27RECEIVED FEB. 20 & 27RECEIVED FEB. 20 & 27 
   It provides disaster relief at home and abroad, and development projects among the poor. 

     SUNDAY, 
February 

6 & 13  
D.M.A.R.C.  
HEALTHY   

FOODS 
COLLECTIONS 

DAYS 
 

Bring your donations of non-perishable food 
items, personal items and/or a monetary 
contribution for the DMARC FOOD Center.  
MOST NEEDED ITEMSNEEDED ITEMSNEEDED ITEMSNEEDED ITEMS::::    tomato, orange or vegetable juices (in tomato, orange or vegetable juices (in tomato, orange or vegetable juices (in tomato, orange or vegetable juices (in 

cans or plastic bottles); fruit cocktail canned in water or cans or plastic bottles); fruit cocktail canned in water or cans or plastic bottles); fruit cocktail canned in water or cans or plastic bottles); fruit cocktail canned in water or 

100% juice (not in heavy syrup); cans of tomatoes, green 100% juice (not in heavy syrup); cans of tomatoes, green 100% juice (not in heavy syrup); cans of tomatoes, green 100% juice (not in heavy syrup); cans of tomatoes, green 

beans, mixed vegetables; sweet beans, mixed vegetables; sweet beans, mixed vegetables; sweet beans, mixed vegetables; sweet potatoes (no salt added); potatoes (no salt added); potatoes (no salt added); potatoes (no salt added); 

dark red kidney beans  dry,  or   canned indark red kidney beans  dry,  or   canned indark red kidney beans  dry,  or   canned indark red kidney beans  dry,  or   canned in    water (not pork water (not pork water (not pork water (not pork 

and beans); peanut butter; tuna, chicken, salmon or and beans); peanut butter; tuna, chicken, salmon or and beans); peanut butter; tuna, chicken, salmon or and beans); peanut butter; tuna, chicken, salmon or 

sardines (canned in water);  dry pasta: whole grain, veggie sardines (canned in water);  dry pasta: whole grain, veggie sardines (canned in water);  dry pasta: whole grain, veggie sardines (canned in water);  dry pasta: whole grain, veggie 

pasta or egg noodles; rice (white or brown);  vegetable pasta or egg noodles; rice (white or brown);  vegetable pasta or egg noodles; rice (white or brown);  vegetable pasta or egg noodles; rice (white or brown);  vegetable 

sosososoup (low sodium and high protein); pasta sauce (no up (low sodium and high protein); pasta sauce (no up (low sodium and high protein); pasta sauce (no up (low sodium and high protein); pasta sauce (no 

sugar added and low sodium); cereals: whole grain sugar added and low sodium); cereals: whole grain sugar added and low sodium); cereals: whole grain sugar added and low sodium); cereals: whole grain 

Cheerios, Wheat Chex, Wheaties, Granola, Shredded Cheerios, Wheat Chex, Wheaties, Granola, Shredded Cheerios, Wheat Chex, Wheaties, Granola, Shredded Cheerios, Wheat Chex, Wheaties, Granola, Shredded 

Wheat, instant or regular Oatmeal (no sugar added).Wheat, instant or regular Oatmeal (no sugar added).Wheat, instant or regular Oatmeal (no sugar added).Wheat, instant or regular Oatmeal (no sugar added). 

FFFFRESH PRODUCERESH PRODUCERESH PRODUCERESH PRODUCE    like fruits and vegetables (please donate like fruits and vegetables (please donate like fruits and vegetables (please donate like fruits and vegetables (please donate 

far beforefar beforefar beforefar before    expiration and prime ripeness). expiration and prime ripeness). expiration and prime ripeness). expiration and prime ripeness).     PPPPERSONAL ERSONAL ERSONAL ERSONAL IIIITEMSTEMSTEMSTEMS:  :  :  :  

Diapers (large sizes); baby wipes; formula and baby food Diapers (large sizes); baby wipes; formula and baby food Diapers (large sizes); baby wipes; formula and baby food Diapers (large sizes); baby wipes; formula and baby food 

((((wellwellwellwell----before their expiration datesbefore their expiration datesbefore their expiration datesbefore their expiration dates); soaps, shampoos, ); soaps, shampoos, ); soaps, shampoos, ); soaps, shampoos, 

lotions, dental products; cleaning produlotions, dental products; cleaning produlotions, dental products; cleaning produlotions, dental products; cleaning products; etc.cts; etc.cts; etc.cts; etc.    

From The Mission From The Mission From The Mission From The Mission MinistriesMinistriesMinistriesMinistries    TeamTeamTeamTeam    At WakondaAt WakondaAt WakondaAt Wakonda    Christian Christian Christian Christian     
The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) In Mission Work Together:     The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) In Mission Work Together:     The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) In Mission Work Together:     The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) In Mission Work Together:     ⧫⧫⧫⧫                    FebruaryFebruaryFebruaryFebruary    01010101,,,,    2022022022022222, page 1, page 1, page 1, page 1    

    
    Each year in February, congregations across the United

    States and Canada collect a special offering for Week of 

    Compassion. 

 While many congregations receive this special mission 

offering during this designated week, your offerings each time there is a local 

or global disaster truly facilitate a compassionate response throughout the 

whole year!   

Through your gifts the Church is present and responding to each disaster right 

when it occurs, enabling WOC to immediately provide the immediate response 

which is crucial for each urgent need - like emergency supplies, blankets, water 

and food.  

It is a Christian response to the urgings of St. Paul in 1 Corinthians 13: 

“Faith, Hope and Love.  But the greatest of these is love!” 
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From The Mission From The Mission From The Mission From The Mission MinistriesMinistriesMinistriesMinistries    TeamTeamTeamTeam    At WakondaAt WakondaAt WakondaAt Wakonda    Christian Christian Christian Christian     
The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) In Mission Work Together:     The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) In Mission Work Together:     The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) In Mission Work Together:     The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) In Mission Work Together:     ⧫⧫⧫⧫                    February 01February 01February 01February 01,,,,    2022, page 2022, page 2022, page 2022, page 2222    

OUR MISSIONARY PRAYER 

CALENDAR DECEMBER 

[Please Pray For One Ea. Week By Name] 
 

Wk. of Feb. 06 – Erinn Miller 
 Serving In The United 
Kingdom 
 
Wk. of Feb. 13 – R. J. Howard 

 Serving In Fuji 

 

Wk. of Feb. 20 – Angelica Santiago- 

Gonzales Serving In Chile 

 

Wk. of Feb. 27 – Abigail Reed 

 Serving In Korea 

 

                  REFUGEE GIFTS LIST    

[PLACE YOUR ITEMS IN THE THOMASON 

ROOM] 

Let’s show our warm Iowa Welcome!! 

 

IMMEDIATE NEEDS: 

Canned chickpeas    Green tea    

Dried red lentils    Dried kidney beans 

Canned Fava beans   Tomato paste    

Vermicelli pasta    Basmati rice          

Cookies / biscuits     Jam               

Sugar      All-purpose flour   

Black pepper    Large things of salt 

Paprika     Curry power    

Dates      Honey           

Walnuts, Almonds    and Pistachios 

 
 

 

ON-GOING 

REFUGEE NEEDS 
 Shampoo (no conditioner, we seem 

 to have a lot of that but very little 

 shampoo) 

 Men’s razors 

 Deodorant 

 Bar soap 

 Sanitary pads (no tampons please) 

 Large stock pots and frying pans (the 

 bigger the better) 

 Large mixing bowls 

 Spatulas, ladles, serving spoons, and 

 can openers 

 New pillows (we cannot take used 

 pillows) 

 Mops, buckets, and brooms 

 Shirt hangers and laundry baskets 

 Dish drying racks 

 Detergent, spray cleaners, and dish 

 soap 

 Twin and full comforters and sheets 

 (new is best but can take used) 

 Winter coats for children and adults, 

 boots any size, gloves for children 

 and adults 


