
 
  
 

From the pastor’s desk… 

Wow!  What a Lenten Season!  I cannot begin to thank the tremendous effort of 
Seth, our musicians, and all of our staff.  The Spirit was most certainly moving 
through this place; and my friends, you all danced along. 
 
Now comes the really fun part.  Revived, renewed, and refreshed, we are now 
living into Eastertide.  It’s the time when we all walk from the empty tomb to 
declare something different. 
 
We have been transformed. The world has been transformed. We need 
transformation, still. 
 
So how do we do this? 
 
Might I suggest the work that has already been happening within this place, and 
each one of us.  The work of our Identity and Mission statements is ready to take 
flight in Eastertide. 
 

Wakonda Christian Church Identity: 
Serving together with compassion and generosity, so everyone feel’s 

embraced in God’s inclusive love. 
 

Wakonda Christian Church Mission: 
We are empowered to live this love through our connections found in 
worship, genuine care of our congregation members, and community 

partnerships. 
 

 
God’s inclusive love burst forth from that tomb.  We saw it come alive in our sanctuary.  Continue to love and 
welcome, worship and care for each other.  But that love cannot be contained.  Now is the time for us to trust 
this promise of resurrection.  Now is the time to take it beyond just this place, and share it with our 
community partners, our neighbors, strangers soon to be friends. 
 
God’s transformative love is playing through you.  Sing it, dance, it, live it.  Amen. 
 
Making music with you, 
Pastor Robyn 
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Board Chair Bits… 

What a glorious Lenten season of music and parables that lead up 
to a spectacular Easter Sunday service!  The music, people and 
message were all just amazing.  The “littles” doing their thing by 
decorating the cross with flowers and the older members of our 
Youth helping, the songs, the musicians, and the many families that 
we saw again just did our hearts good – so many, many smiles.  
  
Our March Board meeting focused on the upcoming new church 
year and the work done by our Nominating Committee to obtain 
leadership for the new year.  These names will be presented to the 
congregation at the Congregational Meeting scheduled for 
Sunday, May 15th for approval.  The Board also approved some 
recommendations made by our Visioning Team to our bylaws as 
this team continues to review and make recommendations to 
update our current bylaws which have not been updated since in 
the 1990s.  The recommendations will be presented to the 
congregation for approval as they are being reviewed, updated, 
and approved by the Board.  Members of the Visioning team 
include Richard Guentert, Betty Ridout, Dave Sharpe, Nancy Koll 
and Robyn.   
 
A BIG Thank You to our Covid-19 Task force that met over the last 
18+ months to review the numbers reported by the health agencies 
and state regarding our positive cases and hospitalization rates.  
We have come a long way and our task force looked at the numbers 
and then made recommendations to the Board for approval.  We 
have now set aside this task group as we continue to get back to a 
somewhat pre-pandemic state.  Those members included Jamie 
Badger, Sharon Newman, Jill Requist, Susan Ripperger, Dave 
Sharpe, Larry Scott, Robyn and myself.   
 
I wanted to again highlight our 4 different Ministry Teams.  We 
have the Spiritual Formation Ministry Team, the Mission Ministry 
Team, The Congregational Care Ministry Team, and the 
Administrative Ministry Team.  These four teams are in place of 
our previous various committees.  We’ve tried to structure these 
teams so that they can collaborate and communicate with each 
other on common themes within our ministry focus.  We are 
piloting this new type of organizational structure for 3 years to 
work through the necessary and needed actions and tasks.  I’ve 
asked each Ministry Team to provide an update to be included with 
the Annual Report in May to help with knowing what they do and 
how it is like the former individual committees. 
   
Blessings to all, 
Nancy Koll, Board Chair 
 

 

Baptisms 
 

You are invited, to join in the 
celebration of baptism with Kaitlyn 
Thompson and Clara Uthe. Sunday, 
May 22, these young ladies enter the 
waters of baptism, celebrating the 
ever present Holy Spirit and unity of 
God’s love with us.   
 

    
 

     May Sermons 
 

May 1:  Share your Snacks 
John 21:1-19 

May 8: Mother’s Day, 
Bruce Gowen Preaching 

May 15: Graduate Sunday & 
Confession of Faith 

Plans From The Heart 
Carson Harvey & Liberty Marcum, 

Psalm 20:4 & Colossians 3:23 
May 22:  Baptism Sunday 

An Advocate of Love   John 14:23-29 
May 29: The Unity of Love 

John 17:20-26 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
MAY 15th 

Following Worship 
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On Going Refugee Needs… 
 

Our Partnership with US Committee on Refugees 
and Immigration continues strong.  They wish to 
convey their heartfelt gratitude for our ongoing 
support and ways we have offered donations, 
monetary gifts, apartment set up, grocery delivery, 
and even transportation for refugees to purchase 
their own groceries.   
 

They continue to need the listed supplies below.  
Clothes are not needed at this time.  Thank you 
for the ways you are being the hands and feet of 
Christ for these new neighbors. 
 

Cleaning Supplies: 
o Brooms and dustpans 
o Laundry detergent 
o Sponges 
o All-purpose cleaner 

Cookware: 
o Large stock pots 
o Skillets 
o Sauce pans 
o Can openers 
o Cooking utensils (wooden spoons, 
   spatulas, tongs) 
o Tea kettles (stove top or electric) 

 

Personal Hygiene (Full-size items): 
o Body wash (bar or liquid) 
o Lotion 
o Combs and brushes 
o Men's razors and shaving cream 
o Small first aid kits 
o Hand sanitizer and disposable/reusable 
   masks 

Furniture: 
o Couches 
o Dining sets (seating 2-8 people) 
o Coffee and end tables 
o Floor lamps 
o New or cleaned area rugs (5x7 or larger 

please!) 
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2022 Graduates 
 

Carson Harvey began his school years at Wakonda 
Preschool and now is graduating from Valley High 
School in West Des Moines. Carson has enlisted in the 
Air Force and will be working in Aerospace 
propulsion. He plans to be stationed overseas and do 
what he loves, travel and repair jet engines.  
 
 

Carson would like to thank his church family for the 
love, support, and guidance over the years. He began 
his faith journey at Wakonda when he was three years 
old and knows his love for God, strong faith and 
helping others comes from the amazing people at 
Wakonda who have shown him what God can do! 
 
Liberty Marcum is very excited for her next 
adventure! She will be graduating from Lincoln High 
School. She has an outstanding academic record, and 
all of her church involvement has helped her to 
receive a 4 year scholarship to Texas Christian 
University this fall. Wakonda Christian Church has 
been a major part of her life starting at the age of 2 in 
the Wakonda Preschool. This continues today as she 
will council two summer camps this year at the 
Christian Conference Center in Newton, Iowa. She is 
undecided on where she will go from here but is 
looking forward to the journey ahead. 
 

She would like to thank everyone at Wakonda 
Christian Church that has helped her succeed and 
guided her through this wild ride. Please join us to 
celebrate Liberty at Fort Des Moines Park, Shelter #1, 
May 21st, 2022 for an open house from 1pm-5pm. 
 
Noah Worthington, son of Rob and Sherry 
Worthington, will be graduating from Wartburg 
College on May 29, 2022.  He has earned his Bachelor’s 
Degree with a double major in Engineering and 
Physics with a minor in Mathematics as well as his 
coaching certificate.  His family would like to 
congratulate him on a job well done! 
 
Grant Fay will be graduating Summa Cum Laude from 
Iowa State University, Ivy College of Business with a 
Bachelors of Science in Business Economics and 
Finance, and a minor in German. 
He served as Vice President at Beta Sigma Psi 
fraternity and President of Taekwondo for the Iowa 
State Martial Arts Club. 
Grant has accepted a position with the Iowa Division 
of Banking as a Bank Examiner for northwest Iowa.  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
1  Food Pantry 
     Collection 
 

8:45 a.m. 
Sunday School 
10:00 a.m.  
Worship 
3:00 p.m. 
Eagle Scout 
Ceremony 

2 3 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Chit Chats  
 

4 
 
10:30 a.m. 
Bible Study via 
ZOOM 
6:00 p.m. 
W@W 
 

5 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Choir Rehearsal 

6 7 
 
7-11:00 
Lions Pancake 
Breakfast 
9-2:00 
Garage Sale 
 

8 Mother’s Day 
Food Pantry 
Collection 
8:45 a.m. 
Sunday School 
10:00 a.m.  
Worship 

9 
 
 

10 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Chit Chats  
 

11 
 
10:30 a.m. 
Bible Study via 
ZOOM 
 

12 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Choir Rehearsal 
 

13 
 
 

14 
 
 
 

15 Graduate  
        Sunday 
8:45 a.m. 
Sunday School 
10:00 a.m.  
Worship 
11:00 a.m.  
Congregational 
Meeting 

16 
      
 

17 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Chit Chats  
 

18 
 
10:30 a.m. 
Bible Study via 
ZOOM 
  

19 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Choir Rehearsal 
 

20  
 
 
 

21 
 
 

22 Baptism  
      Sunday 
8:45 a.m. 
Sunday School 
10:00 a.m.  
Worship 

23 
 
 

24 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Chit Chats  
 

25 
 
10:30 a.m. 
Bible Study via 
ZOOM 
 

26 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Choir Rehearsal 

27 
 

28 
 

29 
 

8:45 a.m. 
Sunday School 
10:00 a.m.  
Worship 

30 
Memorial Day  

31 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Chit Chats  

June 2 
 
10:30 a.m. 
Bible Study via 
ZOOM 

3 
 
7:00 p.m. 
Choir Rehearsal 

4 5 
 
8:00 a.m. 
B.O.B. 

April Outreach Giving 
 

DMF $1625  Easter $780 
Food Pantry $560 W.O.C. $400 
Helping Hand $712  Total $4077  

 

May Birthdays 
 

1 Earl Bridgewater          3 Marlene Fry 
12 Wade Thompson 
13 Roena Deene, Dari Ehlis, Sandy Mickesh 
15 Diane Fox 
24 Grant Fay, Dave Hawkins, Nick Worthington 
29 Jim Kabel              30 Sheri McMichael 


