
 

  
 

From the pastor’s desk… 

Well, this is sort of from my desk – if my desk is considered wherever I am – 
pondering, praying, pastoring.  This week, my desk is Chi Rho camp, at the 
Christian Conference Center.  Pastoring takes more the form of throwing 
water balloons at middle schoolers and praying requires a whole other kind of 
listening. 
 
There are birds to listen to – as they, rather than my alarm, awaken me. 
There are skies to watch – as thunderheads speak long before their rolling 
booms toll. 
There are tweens and budding teens to listen to – as they struggle to know 
how best to speak what is transforming within them. 
 
Church camp offers each of us a thin place – a doorway into God.  But for these 
no longer fully children, not quite yet teenagers, every day is a doorway to 
their own becoming.  It requires a new kind of attention – one I do not think I 
would always have the patience for if it weren’t for the space of camp. 
 
We think attention is something we harness internally – which is true.  But 
what is going on outside our bodies and minds plays as much of a role as what 
goes on inside our hearts and spirits.  In order to pay attention – to see and 
listen to the many layers of God happening in our midst – we must be willing 
to admit there might be more going on than just myself. 
 
 

 
In her book, Gathering Moss, Robin Wall Kimmerer states: 
At the scale of a moss, walking through the woods as a six-foot human is a lot like flying over the 
continent at 32,000 feet.  So far above the ground, and on our way to somewhere else, we run the risk 
of missing an entire realm which lies at our feet.  Every day we pass over them without seeing.  
Mosses and other small being issue an invitation to dwell for a time right at the limits of ordinary 
perception.  All it requires of us is attentiveness.  Look in a certain way and  whole new world can be 
revealed. Pg. 10 

 
The holy ground of church camp instantly moves me the stratosphere of myself and the world, into a 
gentle, quiet attention.  I’ve had years of practicing this attention; orbiting church camp every summer 
since I was 9.  The very sanctuary of camp pulls me out of the layers of my own self-world-making, and 
back into the folds of God’s varied worlds upon worlds.   
 
This week, we’re watching monarch butterflies prepare their chrysalis.  As they sheds their outer skin, 
revealing what was already beneath – may these campers do just the same.  May we all pay attention to 
what God is unfolding with us, and around us – so God might use us to unfold God’s vision through us. 
 
Paying attention with you, 
Pastor Robyn 
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Board Chair Bits… 

Welcome to summer and our new church leadership year.  Our church year begins in June and ends in May each 

year.  Our new leaders, board members, ministry team leaders/members and church staff attended a kickoff 

orientation on June 15th.  We had a good discussion, review and time to brainstorm for some ideas and goals for 

our upcoming year.  It was a time to meet some newer folks as well as reacquaint ourselves with existing 

members.  Look for more details as the year progresses.  Our Ministry Teams will again be laying out some goals 

for the upcoming year and sharing those with everyone as they get fine-tuned more.   

Congregational Care Team – purpose is to take care of our congregational members through fellowship, 

health ministry, welcome new members and be there to help serve events where needed.  This is a team that 

can use some additional resources to add to our list of names to reach out to if/when there is a need to help 

serve and/or provide refreshments at funeral luncheons, fellowship dinners, etc.  Contact the church office or 

Jean Williams, Diane Reckling, Diana/Gary Babberl if you can help out with this team on occasion.  This isn’t a 

team that requires regular meetings but does need “people power” to help as needed.   

Administration Ministry Team – the team is one that includes many different aspects of our church to 

function such as Stewardship, Finance, Technology and Property.  We always can use extra hands on the 

Property Committee/group within this team to help when they can with small jobs around the building and 

grounds.  We purchased a nice riding lawn mower several years ago and I’m sure Gene would be happy to show 

anyone how to use it to give him a week off now and then during the summer months!  If you have interest in 

doing some of the odd jobs that needs to be done to our building and grounds, contact Gene or the church office 

to make them aware you’d be happy to be a part of the team!   

Spiritual Formation Team - this team includes our Worship and Wonder along with other Sunday Schools, 

Youth activities and Worship events.  Laura Lane, Brents Oliphant, Sara Patty and our new Pre School-Director, 

Jane Bishop as well as Kristin would appreciate any assistance as well.  Contact either one of them or the church 

office to let them know they can contact you if/when they need something.  I know that Brents is looking for 

volunteers to help with the Literacy Center this fall as we are hoping to begin this great ministry again.   

Mission Team – this team focuses on evangelism and mission events/work.  Richard Guentert, Kate Badger and 

Jane Hein would also appreciate any new resources to be able to help out with different events, such as Trunk 

or Treat as needed.   

Our Ministry Teams are something that have just been in existence for a year now as a way to help with 

collaboration amongst the various focuses and a way to help reduce the amount of work needed by only a few 

people.  We are entering our second year of this structure and would be happy to hear more from anyone about 

what is working and what isn’t working as we live this 3 year practice period.   

I attended the Flag Retirement Ceremony the Knights of Columbus at Christ the King held on June 14th.  This was 

the first time I’ve attended one of this and I have to say I was very moved by it.  Hearing about our flag, what it’s 

been through, what it means to many who have fought under it and the proper way to care for and retire it.  

Thank you to those who donated their old and battered flags.  The ashes of these flags will be buried at the 

Veterans Cemetery in Waukee.   

Happy Birthday to the USA!  Stay safe and cool this summer.   

Nancy, your Board Chair 
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Music Notes… 
 

Hi, everyone! 
 

I hope you're enjoying your summer so far. 
The super hot days have still transitioned 
into some beautiful, breezy evenings.  
 

It's a quieter time at church, of course, 
knowing folks are well into their busy 
summer schedules. But over in the music 
department we're still featuring soloists 
each week, in lieu of our choir, which is 
taking the season off. We'll have more 
soloists this coming month, so keep your 
ears open.  
 

In the meantime, stay hydrated, and try to 
have a good day. 
 

Seth  
 
 
 

July Sermons 
 

3: Let Us Do All the Good We Can 
Galatians 6:1-10 

 

10: Learning to See 
Psalm 25:1-10 

 

17: They Myth of Multi-tasking 
Luke 10:38-42 

 

24: Bruce Preaching 
 

31: How Do You Measure a Life? 
Luke 12:13-21 

 
 

 

 

Deacons Training 
 

Deacons have served the church from the 
very beginning – starting with Jesus even 
stooping to wash his disciples feet.  The 
role of deacons is most fully to help our 
church serve in a worshipful life. 
 
We’re thrilled to be able to bring back our 
deacons in passing the offering tray, and 
hopeful to resume sharing communion in 
the pews very soon.   And we’re thrilled to 
have many new deacons. 
 
To ensure we serve our church smoothly 
and successfully, all deacons need to attend 
our deacon training Sunday, July 10 at 
9:00 a.m.  Please meet in narthex for our 
training.  If you are unable to attend, please 
speak with Diana & Gary Babberl for 
training information. 
 
Thank you for serving Wakonda. 

 
 

 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 

June Outreach Giving 
 

DMF $1625  Pentecost $ 745 
 

W.O.C. $ 400 Food Pantry $ 600 
 

Total $ 3370 
 
 

 
 

 
   

 



 

 

            4             .   .   .   .    .   .   .   .  .   .   .   .   .   .    
 

  

July Birthdays 
 

1 Gloria Marshall  2 Susan Thies   3 Connor Uhlman  
8 Jamie Badger  9 Becky Shreffler  10 Peggy Sharpe   
11 Ray Burnett  13 Brents Oliphant  14 Steve McIntosh   
16 Larry Scott  17 Emily Guentert  18 Marian Scott 
22 Nancy Koll   23 Marcia Lund  28 Margaret Page  

 
 
 

 

Eagle Scout Project 
 
As many of you might or might not know 
I’m going to begin my Eagle Scout Project at 
the beginning of August. I’m building a 
Gazebo on the church property. If anyone 
would like to make a donation towards my 
project that would be great. You can just 
give them to Kris in the office and I’ll get 
them from her. Every little bit helps. 
Thanks for thinking of me in this time of 
need.  
 
Blessings, Nate Worthington 
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Hello Church, 
 

I would like to say a huge THANK YOU to all of 
our Vacation Bible School volunteers.  It takes a village to 
host VBS, and Wakonda really stepped up to the plate to 
make it all happen.  Thank you, also, to our generous 
donors for giving us the ability to serve a meal to all our 
volunteers and participants each evening while hosting 
an ice cream truck on our final night.  Together we are 
building community around the table through fun, 
welcoming, and creative ministries.  
 

At the end of the month, our Middle and High School 
youth are headed to Fort Worth, TX for our mission trip. 
This is our first trip outside of the state since 2019! We 
are partnering with Connect Ministries to serve, learn 
alongside, and love children in poverty.  Thank you to 
those that have contributed to our garage sale and 
parking lot fundraisers to make this trip possible. One of 
my favorite details of Connect Ministries is their goal to 
give us the tools we need to serve our own community 
here in Des Moines when we come back. This makes our 
mission more than just a "trip" it makes it a life-giving, 
ever-evolving, love-spreading ministry!  How cool is 
that?!  Please pray for safe travels, compassionate justice, 
relationship building, loving-kindness, and to listen to the 
many ways God is calling us towards service in our 
communities.  
 

Friends, it is my joy to announce on July 1st it will be my 3 
year employment anniversary at Wakonda Christian 
Church, AND I will be moving into my full time role as 
your Youth Director.  We've been through a lot together 
in these last 3 years, and I must take this time to express 
my gratitude for Wakonda.  I am reminded how real the 
Wakonda Welcome is by your love and compassion for 
me at a time when I needed it the most.  I have struggled 
heavily with illness this year, and you have loved me by 
walking through the desert with me.  The Wakonda 
Welcome is so much more than just a "welcome." It is a 
way of life, and it is shown through handwritten cards, 
phone calls, hearty hugs, welcome-back prayers, meals 
shared around a table, and so much more. I am humbled 
and filled with gratitude as this next exciting chapter at 
Wakonda Christian Church begins.  Together we will 
continue to grow the future of our church while nurturing 
all that we hold so dear in these walls.  Thank you for 
living out the Wakonda Welcome. Thank you for being the 
church.  I can't wait to see where God calls us next.  

 

Preschool Happenings 
 

I’d like to introduce myself as the new Preschool 

Director. I began on June 13 and I am so excited 

to part of the church’s mission to provide 

Christian preschool for children. We know that 

children that have early preschool experiences- 

Positively impacts academic performance. 

Positively affects brain structure. 

Builds a desire to learn well beyond preschool. 

Gives them a head start in social development 

and positive behaviors. 

Improves foundation reading and math skills. 

The benefits are endless.  

I am so blessed to be able to lead this journey for 

students, families, and staff.  

We are looking at some exciting options being 

available this fall. Stay tuned for more to come.  

I will be around part of the summer please stop 

by and introduce yourself if you are in the 

building. 

Jane 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

3  
Food Pantry 
Collection 
8:45 a.m. 
Sunday School 
10:00 a.m.  
Worship 
 

4 
Offices Closed 
 

5 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Chit Chats  
 

6 
 
10:30 a.m. 
Bible Study via 
ZOOM 
 

7 
 
 

8 9 
  
 

10 
Food Pantry 
Collection 
8:45 a.m. 
Sunday School 
9:00 a.m. 
Deacon Training 
10:00 a.m.  
Worship 
 

11 
 
6:00 p.m. 
Lesson’s by 
the Lake  

12 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Chit Chats  
 

13 
 
10:30 a.m. 
Bible Study via 
ZOOM 
6:00 p.m. 
Youth Night 
 

14 
 
 

15 
 
 

16 
 
 
 

17  
  
8:45 a.m. 
Sunday School 
10:00 a.m.  
Worship 

18 
      
6:00 p.m. 
Lesson’s by 
the Lake 

19 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Chit Chats  
 

20 
 
10:30 a.m. 
Bible Study via 
ZOOM 
7:00 p.m. 
Board Meeting 
 

21 
 
 

22 
 
 
 

23 
 
 

24 
 
8:45 a.m. 
Sunday School 
10:00 a.m.  
Worship 
 

25 
 
6:00 p.m. 
Lesson’s by 
the Lake 

26 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Chit Chats  
 

27 
 
10:30 a.m. 
Bible Study via 
ZOOM 
 

28 
 
 

29 
 

30 
 

31 
 
8:45 a.m. 
Sunday School 
10:00 a.m.  
Worship 
 

August 1 
 
6:00 p.m. 
Lesson’s by 
the Lake 
 

2 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Chit Chats  
 

3 
 
10:30 a.m. 
Bible Study via 
ZOOM 
 

4 
 
 

5 6 
 
8:00 a.m. 
B.O.B. 


