
 
 
 

 

 

From the pastor’s desk… 

“Field Guide” 

Once, in the cool blue middle of a lake, 
up to my neck in that most precious element of all, 

I found a pale-gray, curled-upwards pigeon feather 
floating on the tension of the water 

at the very instant when a dragonfly, 
like a blue-green iridescent bobby pin, 

hovered over it, then lit, and rested. 
That’s all. 

I mention this in the same way 
that I fold the corner of a page 

in certain library books, 
so that the next reader will know 

where to look for the good parts. 
+ Tony Hoagland 

 

Whether it’s a pigeon feather, dragonfly, or someone else’s dog-eared pages, there are so 
many signs pointing toward God’s goodness. 

The teachers waving as students pour into the building, full of anxious energy.  The 
neighbor bringing your mail to the door, because it was overflowing in the box.   

This is our everyday field guide, inviting us to check off the shimmering moments where 
the Holy becomes alive before us.  I’ve most recently seen this in my first bout of COVID-19.  
From the church staff jumping right in, leading worship like the gifted leaders they are.  To 
the volunteers making sure our church and community were welcomed and cared for at 
our first ever movie night.  My neighbor even took my wild puppy to the dog park so I could 
sleep without worry she would chew the house down. 

Never grow weary, dear ones, of walking this world with eyes on the lookout for God.   

Walking with you, 

Pastor Robyn 
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Celebration Sunday 
 

Come for worship, stay for the fun!  We’re going to have a full on worship of celebration 
and a picnic party to follow. 
 

Pulled pork sandwiches, drinks and meal supplies provided. 
 

           Bring 
A lawn chair or blanket for worship.     Children’s backpacks 

A side dish or dessert item to share at the potluck   Yard games 
 

                  A Spirit of Fun! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
Sunday School  

Line Up 
 

There is a place for 
everyone from our 

fabulous nursery for our 
youngest disciples, to the 
most seasoned of adults. 

 
 



 

 

            3             .   .   .   .    .   .   .   .  .   .   .   .   .   .    
 

  
Upcoming Sermons 

 
Fall Worship Series: Imagine God’s Limitless 
Love 
 
In her 2022 State of the Church address Disciples of 
Christ General Minister and President, Rev. Teresa 
“Terri” Hord Owens shared,  

“God's imagination is so limitless that we are 
called to continually move the stake. We 
can't think of anything beyond what God can 
accomplish. And if we don't believe that, I 
always say, if we don't believe that God can 
do exceedingly and abundantly as Ephesians 
tells us, all that we can ask or think, we 
might as well hang it up right now. 1 
Corinthians 1 tells us that God's foolishness 
is wiser than human weakness and God's 
weakness is stronger than human strength. 
A later part of that verse in the King James 
says that God uses the foolish. 

 
Rev. Hord Owens dares us to see beyond our 
foolishness so we might begin to imagine as God 
does.  To dream as expansively as God dreams.  As 
we embark upon a new year as Wakonda Christian 
Church, we are setting our sites upon the joys, 
delights, and imaginations of God, for there is no 
other aim or worthy pursuit. 
 
We are going to remember what it is to laugh and 
delight with one another; to grow and share with 
one another; to see God’s imagination transform 
within us.  Won’t you imagine with me?  Won’t you 
daydream with God? 
 
September 4: The Breakfast Luke 14:1, 7-14 A 
Misfit Guest List 
September 11:  Celebration Sunday 
God’s Imagination, Ephesians 3:18-21 
September 18:  Acts 2:42-47 
Imagine a World with More Community 
September 25: Hebrews 10:23-25 
Imagine a World with More Hope 
October 2: Isaiah 58:6-9   
Imagine a World with More Justice 
October 9: Psalm 19:1-4 
Imagine a World with More Beauty 

 



 

 

            4             .   .   .   .    .   .   .   .  .   .   .   .   .   .    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ch  

  

September Anti-Racist Book club 

Reading:  The Personal Librarian by 
Marie Benedict & Victoria Christopher 
Murray  

When: Tuesday, September 20th at 
4:00 p.m. 

Where: Zoom 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4598748
094 

Who: Anyone 15+ 

Read the book, and join us for an hour 
of discussion, learning, and connecting 
with one another. 

 

 

 
August Outreach Giving 

 

DMF $1625 
 

Food Pantry $650 
 

W.O.C. $450 
 

 
Total $2725 

 
 

Board Chair Bits… 

Here we are, back to school again.  I’m excited as I look 
forward to the upcoming Fall season and the beginning of our 
program year at Wakonda.  So much is happening here – 
Preschool begins, ALL Sunday Schools begin, Celebration 
Sunday, Literacy Center, CHOIR (still looking for another Alto 
to join me!!) and getting our ministry teams engaged and 
working together on many different ministries within our 
church and community just to name a few!   

We welcomed several new members lately – be sure to reach 
out to those you don’t know on Sunday mornings when you 
notice it!  Let them experience the Wakonda Welcome.   

The first Women of Wakonda luncheon at Barrattas was a 
huge success.  This group will meet the first Thursday of the 
month for a time of fellowship and food together.  Meeting 
time is 11:30 at Barrattas with our next luncheon scheduled 
for September 1st.  All women of Wakonda are welcome!!   

The Band of Brothers is also meeting each month on the first 
Saturday morning at the Airport Holiday Inn for some 
discussions and breakfast.   

We have had some excellent music from Seth, Mike and the 
many who have volunteered to perform special music during 
these summer months.  THANK YOU to all of you have taken 
the time to contribute this talent to the church – the 
congregation loves it and you.  A special thank you to Joan 
Shultz who filled in for Mike as well – it’s always a treat to see 
her and hear her play.  We are so very fortunate to have such 
talented musicians.   

Have you noticed the change in the printed bulletin lately?  
Thank you, Kris, for including our Identity and Mission 
Statements on the bulletin each Sunday so that we can 
continue to have this lead our actions.   

The next board meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, 
September 21 at 7:30 PM.  Note that we are moving back to 
our 7:30 start time now that Youth groups are in session 
again.   

Blessings to everyone, 

Nancy Koll, Board Chair 
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  Music Notes… 
 

Hi, everyone! 
 

Welcome back!!! Hope you've all had great summer 
vacations, family times, state fair fried food, swimming 
pool fun, sporting events, trips, cook-outs and cool 
morning walks. Anything I'm forgetting?!! 
 

As we look to the Fall season at Wakonda, I personally 
look forward to conducting our wonderful choir again. 
That's right, we're back in season, and I'd like to take 
this time (or writing space) to please invite you to join 
us. We rehearse every Thursday at 7:00pm for one hour, 
and we sing 2-3 Sundays a month. 
 

We are a small group: currently 7 people. That enables 
us to do some things a big choir can’t do as easily, and 
this group has an amazing way of sounding double their 
size. That said, this also means that if any one or two 
people have to be gone on a Sunday we’re scheduled to 
sing (things come up), it may be difficult for us to do so. 
We don't have to be a choir of 40 to make beautiful 
music, but I'd love to see a regular group of 12-15 
people each week. No musical experience is required.  
 

Don’t think you can sing well? No problem. Come 
anyway with an open heart and join our community. Our 
main purpose is fellowship. 
 

Interested, but can’t commit to weekly Thursday 
rehearsals? No problem. Get in touch with me and let me 
know what you can commit to and we’ll make it work.  
 

Just can’t make a commitment right now? No problem. 
But is there a friend or relative you think might be 
interested? Please have them get in touch with me. And 
when you are ready to join, by all means jump in. 
 

Lastly, please let me know if you ever want to sing or 
play a solo during worship on a Sunday. The choir 
doesn't sing every week, and we've had some great 
soloists jump into the offertory spot on Sunday 
mornings this summer. If you're interested, please reach 
out to me directly. I generally plan special music 3-4 
weeks in advance and would love to get you on our 
schedule. 
 

I look forward to making music with you at Wakonda in 
the months ahead. 
 

Take care, all! Seth 
 

 

September Birthdays 
 

2 Barb Bare, Loretta Quinnett 
3 Jim Mitchell, Alan Whitmarsh 

5 Dave Haupert, Kaitlyn Thompson 
7 Liz Walag 

8 Kevin Ridout 
10 Mason Thompson 

12 Helen Givler 
13 Nate Worthington 

19 Morna Rutledge 
22 Jill Requist, Doug Stephenson 

23 Jack Bohlender 
25 Kay Jones 

26 Lucy Davisson 
27 Sam McMichael 

 

Wakonda Preschool 2022-23 
 
We will start the year on September 6, with 
over 40 students. Our classrooms are buzzing 
with staff preparing for their arrival. We 
welcome several new staff as well as returning 
staff. As our numbers of students have 
increased we have prayed for the right staff to 
come and serve. God has answered our prayers. 
We have an incredible teaching team with over 
100 years of combined experience. 
 

We have already exceeded the goal of 5 
students in wrap-around care. Currently we 
will be serving 10 students in the wrap around 
program and hoping for more. 
 

“Let the little children come to me, and do not 
hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to 
such as these” Mark 10:14-16. 
Thank you to everyone that helps the church 
bring these little ones into the Kingdom of God. 
 

Also, a huge thank you for the donations that 
have been dropped off. 
 

If you are interested in working or volunteering 
in our classrooms, please contact Jane at the 
preschool 285-8401 or contact Jane at 
jane.bishop@wakondapreschool.com.  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
4  Food Pantry 
    Collection 
8:45 a.m. 
Sunday School 
10:00 a.m.  
Worship 
 

5 
 
 

6 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Chit Chats  
 

7 
 
10:30 a.m. 
Bible Study via 
ZOOM 
 

8 
 
 

9 10 
  
 

11    Food Pantry 
      Collection 
 
   Celebration    
      Sunday! 
8:45 a.m. 
Sunday School 
10:00 a.m.  
Worship 
Lunch & Activities 
to follow 

12 13 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Chit Chats  
 

14 
 
10:30 a.m. 
Bible Study via 
ZOOM 
6-8 pm 
W@W Kickoff – 
Skate South 
 

15 
 
 

16 
 
 

17 
 
 
 

18 
   
8:45 a.m. 
Sunday School 
10:00 a.m.  
Worship 

19 
 
5:30 p.m. 
Literacy Center 
Orientation 

20 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Chit Chats  
4:00 p.m. 
Book Club 
 

21 
 
10:30 a.m. 
Bible Study via 
ZOOM 
6:00 p.m. 
W@W 
7:30 p.m. 
Board Mtg.  

22 
 
 

23 
 
 
 

24 
 
 

25 
 
8:45 a.m. 
Sunday School 
10:00 a.m.  
Worship 

26 27 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Chit Chats  
4:00 p.m. 
Book Club 

28 
 
10:30 a.m. 
Bible Study via 
ZOOM 
6:00 p.m. 
W@W 

29 
 
 

30 
 

October 1 
 
8:00 a.m. 
B.O.B. 
 

2 
 
8:45 a.m. 
Sunday School 
10:00 a.m.  
Worship 

3 4 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Chit Chats  
4:00 p.m. 
Book Club 

5 
 
10:30 a.m. 
Bible Study via 
ZOOM 
6:00 p.m. 
W@W 

6 
 
11:30 a.m. 
W of W @ 
Barattas 

7 8 
 
 

Full Google Calendar on the website https://www.wakondacc.com/events 
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RECONCILIATION MISSION OFFERING – RECEIVED SEP. 25 & OCT. 02 

This offering is about ant-racism efforts and accents pro-reconciliation acts. 
 

 

 

SUNDAYS,  

SEP. 4 & 11   
D.M.A.R.C.  
HEALTHY   
FOODS 

COLLECTIONS 
DAYS 

 
Bring your donations of non-perishable food items, personal 
items and/or a monetary contribution for the DMARC FOOD 
Center.  MOST NEEDED ITEMS: tomato, orange or vegetable juices 
(in cans or plastic bottles); fruit cocktail canned in water or 100% 
juice (not in heavy syrup);  cans of tomatoes, green beans, mixed 
vegetables;  sweet potatoes (no salt added);   dark red kidney beans  
dry,  or   canned in 
 

water (not pork and beans); peanut butter; tuna, chicken, 
salmon or sardines (canned in water);  dry pasta: whole 
grain, veggie pasta or egg noodles; rice (white or brown);  
vegetable soup (low sodium and high protein); pasta sauce 
(no sugar added and low sodium); cereals: whole grain 
Cheerios, Wheat Chex, Wheaties, Granola, Shredded Wheat, 
instant or regular Oatmeal (no sugar added). 
 
FRESH PRODUCE like fruits and vegetables (please donate far 
before expiration and prime ripeness).    
 
 PERSONAL ITEMS:  Diapers (large sizes); baby wipes; formula 
and baby food (well-before their expiration dates); soaps, 
shampoos, lotions, dental products; cleaning products; etc. 
 

From The Mission Ministries Team At Wakonda Christian  Church 
The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) In Mission Work Together:     ⧫     September 01, 2022, page 1 

    
                                                  The 2022-2023 Theme for our denominational efforts toward the elimination of  
                            discrimination, bias and bigotry calls upon us, each one, to work personally for          
                                              Fairness and love of neighbor. After all – “WE ARE THE BELOVED GOD IS WAITING FOR” 
                    Our theme Scripture is Romans 8:18-23 

I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory 
about to be revealed to us. 19For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing 
of the children of God; 20for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but 
by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21that the creation itself will be set free 
from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of 
God. 22We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; 23and 
not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan 
inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 

Half of this offering stays here to work on projects in the Upper Midwest Region.  The remaining half goes to support 

reconciliation ministries by the General Church  of our Disciples of Christ Church.  Please give generously on these two 

Sundays. 

HELPING HANDS FUND REPORT – Over the past half year individuals have contributed sufficiently that the fund now 
totals $2,138.  The support of those over-and-above gifts has been most gratifying.  Your office staff and the Outreach 
Ministry Team use those funds to support needs of the church family and the ministry of DMARC to persons beyond our 
membership. 
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From The Mission Ministries Team At Wakonda  Christian  Church 
The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) In Mission Work Together:     ⧫     September  01, 2022, page 2  

[Please Pray For One Ea. Week By Name] 
 

Wk. of Sep. 04 – Paul  Chimhungwe 
 Serving In Botswana, Southern Africa 
 
Wk. of Sep. 11 – Xiomara Cintron-Garcia 
 Serving In Columbia, S. America (NW) 
 
Wk. of Sep. 18 – Victor Makari  

Serving In Palestine, Western Asia 
 

Wk. of Sep. 25 – Raul Santiago-Rivera 
 Serving In Puerto Rico, The Caribbean 
 

MEALS FROM THE HEARTLAND 
FOOD DISTRIBUTION CENTER 

WAKONDA NIGHT – OCTOBER 5 
 

 

SIGN UP DURING SEPTEMBER 

We did this last year with well over 40 members and 
friends of Wakonda Christian Church.  It was a roaring 
success with a great sense of joy and camaraderie. Two of 
our members have volunteered to pay the $1,000 fee to 
have a “Wakonda Night” mission project event. Thank 
you to them each one!!!  

FUN FACTS ABOUT THE HEARTLAND 
MINISTRY 

 Meals Packaged since 2008 – 183 million 
 

 Individuals with engaged hearts in the 
project, just during 2021 – 42,395 persons 
  

 Volunteer Hours invested in 2021 – 75,230 
  

 No. of countries where Meals From The 
Heartland have been distributed – 37. 

WCC’s LITERACY PROGRAM 
SOON TO RESUME 

 
Under the phenomenal Directorship of Brents Oliphant 
we are pleased to announce the start-up of this historic 
program.  September 19 will be the Orientation Mtg. for 
the tutors and subs.  Then, on October 3rd we will be 
underway once again. 
 
Much appreciation to those persons who have 
volunteered to work with the boys and girls of our 
neighboring school systems.  Twelve Tutors include:  
Kristin Alstott, Donna Balzer, Judy Bequaith, Katie 
Case, Marla Fay, Paula Hamann, Nancy Koll, Taylor 
Moellenbeck, Patty Sebring, Paul Sebring, Peggy 
Sharpe and Sheila Sullivan, And our faithful Four 
Substitutes will be: Marcia Lund, Jane Magnesun, 
Sharon Newman, and Jean Williams. 
 

SUMMER MISSION HIGHLIGHTS – THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU !     
~ Food, monetary donations ($2,074 May Thru Jul.) and personal items continue to flow to the DMARC food pantry.                           
~ Prayers for missionaries abroad are happening daily.  ~ Donations to Week of Compassion = $1,403.   ~ 
Volunteers made delicious breakfast casseroles for the Salvation Army each month. ~ Pentecost offering for New 
Churches across North America totaled $745.  ~ Your contributions, plus a number of adults volunteered to make the 
Youth Mission Trip a success.  ~ School Supplies poured forth in abundance the end of August for Wakonda Pre-
School, Wright and Jefferson Elementaries.   ~ Thank you to those who signed up to work on a Habitat Housing 
Project in the Fall.  And thanks to all for our first Outdoor Movie Night – all who set-up the screen and table (even 
the take-down of them), provided video, audio & projection, those who served popcorn and ice cream floats. And 
thanks for the creative artistry of our musicians for the marvelous evening of music before “The Wizard of Oz.”  
 


