
 
 
 

 

 

From the pastor’s desk… 

If you’re on social media, you’ve become aware of many new holidays.  Like 
National Daughter Day, National Son Day, or Sibling Day.  Some of my favorites 
might be National Donut Day or Talk Like a Pirate Day.  Sure, this might be a 
little excessive.  I have a friend who followed the National Day calendar, 
celebrating daily.  Contrary to our original thoughts – that she would dread every 
day’s new theme, and daily acts of celebration would dimmish the sense of 
gratitude and joy.  Instead, she delighted in the silly (National Scarf Day, Sept. 
27), to the very serious, National Coffee Day Oct. 1). 
 

She found being attuned to the simple act of appreciation filled her with a daily 
practice of gratitude and grace. 
 

Which is why I want to take a moment to celebrate October’s Minister 
Appreciation Month.  This whole month, churches and people of faith are invited to 
celebrate the ministers in their lives.  Since we are a church which recognizes the 
priesthood of all believers, we know each one of us contributes to the life and 
ministry of Wakonda – it’s not just about us ordained pastors. From our Deacons 
to our Elders we all make Wakonda’s ministry matter. 
 

Here is a list of all the people who make our ministry happen on a weekly basis: 
Kris Fitzgerald – Office Administrator.  From bulletins to weekly financial duties, 
Kris keeps track of all our essential administrative needs. 
Gene Koll – Property Manager.  There is nothing Gene can’t do, from fixing the 
broken parts of the building, the broken hearts of preschoolers where Mr. Gene 
always shares a smile. 
Amy Wiese – Treasurer.  Amy always pops her head into my office to say “hi” 

every week, before tending to the financial needs of the church. 
Mike Walag – Music Team.  You can’t help but smile walking up the stairs and hearing Mike practice, filling 
the church with such beautiful music. 
Seth Hedquist – Music Team.  Organizing choir, communications, and stepping in for any musical needs. 
Kristen Alstott – Youth Director. Her playful dexterity from children to youth is such a gift. 
Bruce Gowen – Commissioned Minister.  There’s not a person Bruce won’t care for or an aspect of Ministry 
Bruce won’t faithfully fulfill. 
Gary Babberl – Deacon Chair 
Richard Guentert, Steve Mohrs & Laura Lane – Sunday School Teachers.  
Randy Haberthur, Randy Lane, Connor & Hilary Uhlman, 
Paul Sebring – Tech Team. 
Brents Oliphant – Worship & Wonder & Literacy Center 
Leader. 
 

I am just one person who humbly stands behind the pulpit; and 
who gratefully stands beside each one of these folks, as we 
together live Wakonda’s Ministry.  Thank you. 
 

In Ministry with you, Pastor Robyn 
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Board Chair Bits… 

What a spectacular Celebration Sunday we had!  Thanks to the many who 
helped to make this such a success and thanks to each of you for your support 
of this ministry within our congregation and community.  I want to also thank 
the group of people who organized and executed a successful Movie Night at 
Wakonda as well.  We weren’t able to be there but I understand it was a fun 
time for all.   

Our Ministry Teams are getting ready to develop their Ministry Action Plans 
(MAP) for the upcoming year.  If anyone is interested in joining one of these 
ministry teams to help in the execution of those plans, please contact their 
Board representative.  Laura Lane – Spiritual Formation Ministry Team; Mark 
McMichael, Administration Ministry Team; Kate Badger, Mission Ministry 
Team and Gary Babberl, Congregational Care Ministry Team.   

The Vision Team continues to review and update our by-laws and will begin to 
address our current policies and procedures.  Thank you for your input and 
suggestions into these important guiding documents for us to use in our daily 
ministry to each other and our community.   

We will once again be hosting a Trunk or Treat in our parking lot, and anyone 
is welcome to participate.  You will be hearing more about this from the 
Mission Ministry team members but wanted you to know the date is set for 
October 23rd.   

Our Stewardship Campaign will begin in the middle of October.  We have such 
exciting opportunities for us as we continue to grow in our Christian faith and 
family.  The theme is Go and Do the Same.   

Robyn and I will be traveling to Lexington, KY in November for a conference as 
part of the Thriving Congregation program that we have been a part of for the 
past 2 years.  We will be discussing with other clergy-laity representatives 
from across the country how our partnerships are working and can be better 
going forward.  I’m looking forward to this opportunity and will be sure to pass 
along what I learn from that conference.   

Congratulations to Kristen as she has been accepted into the CMEP program 
which will provide her with education needed to move into a licensed minister.  
Her classes are online or at the Conference Center in Newton and will be 
several years to complete.  We all pray for her as she begins this process.   

Our next Board meeting will be held on November 16, 2022 at 7:30 PM.   

Blessings to everyone, 

Nancy Koll, Board Chair 

September 
Outreach 

Giving 
 

DMF $1625 
Food Pantry 
$1331 
W.O.C.  $ 507 
 
Total $ 3563 

 

October 
Birthdays 

 
1 Sharon Mitchell 
4 Ann Bridgewater 
5 Mark McMichael 
6 Kate Badger 
10 Dave Thomason 
12 Betty Ridout 
13 Pat Dawson 
13 Carson Harvey 
17 Kirk Mitchell 
18 Dennis Page 
18 Scott 
Pardekooper 
18 Clara Uthe 
19 Randy Lane 
23 Kent Wiese 
27 Susan Haberthur 
31 Melinda Kabel 
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Property Updates 

 
We will be having an OUTSIDE ALL CHURCH 
WORK DAY on October 29th with a rain date of 
November 5th.  We will mostly have bush 
trimming, and flower beds cleaned out in 
preparation for winter.  Let me know if you can 
come and help out - bring your work gloves and 
clippers for trimming.  Plan to come in the morning 
so we can be done by lunchtime and football 
games!    
 
Driving South on Fleur Drive now has a much 
better look to the building! We got the rotted 
siding on the north side of the sanctuary exterior 
repaired with new vinyl siding.   
 
Our Property Insurance company did a walk 
through and inspection of our grounds and 
building.  They have provided us with feedback 
from that review: 

 Need to have some trees trimmed so that 
the branches are not over hanging on the 
roof.   

 Need to keep combustible materials at least 
48" away from circuit breaker boxes.  We 
may end up having to throw some stuff 
away to meet this requirement.   

 The bigger one is that they are telling us we 
can no longer have the railings around the 
staircase to the sanctuary be 
horizontal.  They need to be vertical, or it 
needs to be enclosed.  Thinking that we 
could maybe install the plexiglass plates 
around the staircase instead.  Would need 
to price this out and also get sign off from 
insurance company this would meet the 
needs.   

Thanks to our Diaconate (Deacons) who are now 
taking on the duties of opening/closing on Sunday 
morning and making coffee.  It's much appreciated 
and you are doing a great job of it.   
 
Gene - your Property chair and building "guru"!!   
 

Faith Promise  
                        Stewardship 
 
In one of his most beloved parables, Jesus tells 
of a Samaritan on the road, who loved and 
cared for not only a neighbor, but an enemy.  
Concluding this generous act of kindness and 
coin, Jesus instructs those listening to “Go and 
do the same.” 
 
As we contemplate this call to care for our 
neighbors, the strangers, and yes, even those 
who disagree with, we are encouraged to know 
that a gift to a church is in fact a gift to “Go and 
do the Same.”  Through our various ministries, 
pledging a faith promise to the church is an act 
of neighbor love.  Join us in worship, prayer, 
stories, song, and feasting, as we celebrate 
Jesus’ calling to each of us.  We each have 
something to share from our gifts and talents, 
our livelihood and tithes, to our prayers and 
acts of service. 
 
Go, and Do the Same 
October 16:   “Offer What you Carry”  Luke 
10:25-37 
October 23:   “Go, and Do the Same” Luke 
17:11-19,  Betty Ridout & David Brown  
October 30: “Live Your Faith” Luke 19:1-10 
November 6:  Faith Promise Stewardship 
Sunday:  Blessed are We, Luke 6:20-31 
*Join us for the Elder Hosted, Harvest Dinner 
following worship. 
 

Women of Wakonda 
 

Join the fabulous Women of Wakonda for a 
monthly lunch at Barratta’s 2320 S Union St.  
The First Thursday of the month, at 11:30.  All 
are welcome. 
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World Communion Sunday 
Sunday, October 2 
As weekly practitioners of communion, we can easily overlook this monumental 
day within the church.  This Sunday, Christians everywhere will be joining in the 
fellowship of the Body of Christ.  As we remember the life and ministry of Jesus 
Christ, we honor the ministry of our Youth, as they share their impactful ministry 
on mission trip.  We’ll join together in God’s call for reconciliation and peace as we 
join with our fellow Disciples of Christ in supporting our Reconciliation ministries.  

Most of all, through the breaking of bread and meeting at the table we will realize the living presence of 
God in our midst. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ch  

  

 
Trunk or Treat 

and Soup Supper 
 

October 23rd 
5-7 pm. 

 
More info coming to your inbox 

soon! 
 

    Band of Brothers 
 

The Men’s Prayer Breakfast is a group where men come together to pray for each other, and our loved 
ones, lifting their needs/desires up to our Holy God, and build relationships with each other, bearing 
one another’s burdens. 
 

All men are welcome and encouraged to come out every first Saturday of the month beginning at 8:00 
am for faith, fellowship, and food at our Men’s Prayer Breakfast.  
 

We rely on the Holy Spirit’s direction and leadership based on the needs at hand. Sometimes we will 
surround a person and pray for them. Sometimes we pray for what’s on in our lives. We join our faith 
together as a group to encourage those in need. Sometimes we will cry with a fellow brother, and we 
also have times of rejoicing over answered prayer. We will always have a short devotional and 
discussion afterwards. We also just have time together just engaging in chit-chat. 
 

We are usually finished eating around 9:00am or a little bit after. Come on out and see what God is 
doing, it’s about getting to know God and our brothers better. 
 
Group Leader: Bruce Gowen Meeting Days/Times: Every 1st Saturday @ 8:00am 
Location: Holiday Inn South    For Information/to Join:  blgowen@msn.com  515-720-5471                                                                                            

 
 

Pro-Reconciling Anti-Racist 
               October Book Club 

 

Book:  How the Word is Passed by Clint Smith 
When:  Tuesday, October 18th at 4:00 p.m. 
Where:  zoom: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4598748094 
Who:  Anyone 15 and older 
Please read the book beforehand, and join for an 
enriching discussion. 
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  Music Notes… 
 

Hi, everyone! 
 

Autumn is here! We had a great time bringing in 
the school calendar with a lively Celebration 
Sunday, complete with your choir and some guest 
jazz musicians. And while the choir has had a little 
bit of a hard time getting a set schedule footing this 
fall - a few members have been out sick the last 
couple of weeks - we are still looking forward to 
getting back to singing for you at least twice a 
month.  
 

Which brings me to an important announcement: if 
you are interested in joining choir - and I know you 
are!! - please send me a message before coming to 
rehearsal on Thursday night. We are a small group, 
and sometimes we need to cancel a rehearsal if 
enough people can't come. I wouldn't want anyone 
to show up and find an empty Sanctuary. 
 

And as always, if there are any ways that we in the 
music department can make your worship 
experience more meaningful, please let me know. 
 

See you in worship! 
 

Seth Hedquist 
515-418-3555 
seth.hedquist@wakondacc.com 
 

         
 
Sunday, October 30th, all children are invited 
to wear their Halloween costumes to church 
in preparation for Beggar’s Night.  Adults are 
invited to sport a silly, not scary costume, too. 
Bring a spirit of joy into our worship. 

 

Wakonda Preschool Happenings 
 
We have been busy, busy, busy. Learning 
routines, making new friends and exploring 
environments.  
Many new friends have been made and 
learning to share and use our words to 
express emotions are top priority. 
Our enrollment continues to grow. We 
currently have 2-year-old class Monday and 
Tuesday mornings, 3 year-old class Thursday 
and Friday mornings. A 3 year and 4-year-old 
class Monday-Friday mornings. Full day 
programs for 3- and 4-year-olds as well. Our 
before and after school program is up and 
running and enjoying fun times. 
Octobers bible theme is from Ezekiel 34:27 
The trees will yield fruit and the ground will 
yield crops, the people will secure their land. 
They will know that I am the LORD. 
Thank you for your ongoing support of the 
preschool. 
 
If you are interested in working or 
volunteering in our classrooms, please 
contact Jane at the preschool 285-8401 or 
contact Jane at 
jane.bishop@wakondapreschool.com.  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
2  Food Pantry 
    Collection 
8:45 a.m. 
Sunday School 
9:00 a.m. 
By-Laws Revision 
Review 
10:00 a.m.  
Worship 

3 
 
 

4 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Chit Chats  
 

5 
 
10:30 a.m. 
Bible Study via 
ZOOM 
 

6 
 
11:30 a.m. 
W of W @ 
Barattas 

7 8 
  
 

9    Food Pantry 
      Collection 
8:45 a.m. 
Sunday School 
10:00 a.m.  
Worship 

10 11 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Chit Chats  
 

12 
 
10:30 a.m. 
Bible Study via 
ZOOM 
6:00 p.m. 
W@W  

13 
 
 

14 
 
 

15 
 
 
 

16 
   
8:45 a.m. 
Sunday School 
10:00 a.m.  
Worship 

17 
 
5:30 p.m. 
Literacy Center  

18 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Chit Chats  
4:00 p.m. 
Book Club 
 

19 
 
10:30 a.m. 
Bible Study via 
ZOOM 
6:00 p.m. 
W@W 

20 
 
 

21 
 
 
 

22 
 
 

23 
 
8:45 a.m. 
Sunday School 
10:00 a.m.  
Worship 
5:00 p.m. 
Trunk or Treat 

24 25 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Chit Chats  
 

26 
 
10:30 a.m. 
Bible Study via 
ZOOM 
6:00 p.m. 
W@W 

27 
 
 

28 
 

29 
 
8-Noon 
All Church 
Workday  
 
 

30 
 
8:45 a.m. 
Sunday School 
10:00 a.m.  
Worship 

31 November 1 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Chit Chats  
 

2 
 
10:30 a.m. 
Bible Study via 
ZOOM 
6:00 p.m. 
W@W 

3 
 
11:30 a.m. 
W of W @ 
Barattas 

4 5 
 
8:00 a.m. 
B.O.B 
 
 

Full Google Calendar on the website https://www.wakondacc.com/events 


