
Three Lies We Believe About God 
LIE #1: I have to earn God’s love.  

Someone came to Jesus with this question: “Teacher, what good deed must I do to have eternal life?” 
“Why ask me about what is good?” Jesus replied. “There is only One who is good. But to answer your 
question—if you want to receive eternal life, keep the commandments.” “Which ones?” the man 
asked. And Jesus replied: “‘You must not murder. You must not commit adultery. You must not steal. 
You must not testify falsely. Honor your father and mother. Love your neighbor as yourself.’” “I’ve 
obeyed all these commandments,” the young man replied. “What else must I do?” Jesus told him, “If 
you want to be perfect, go and sell all your possessions and give the money to the poor, and you will 
have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” But when the young man heard this, he went away 
sad, for he had many possessions. Then Jesus said to his disciples, “I tell you the truth, it is very hard 
for a rich person to enter the Kingdom of Heaven. I’ll say it again—it is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the Kingdom of God!” The disciples were 
astounded. “Then who in the world can be saved?” they asked. Jesus looked at them intently and 
said, “Humanly speaking, it is impossible. But with God everything is possible.” Matt 19:16-26 (NLT) 

Note: Sometimes we view God’s love as a reward instead of a gift.  

“For God saved us and called us to live a holy life. He did this, not because we deserved it, but 
because that was his plan from before the beginning of time—to show us his grace through Christ 
Jesus.” 2 Timothy 1:9 (NLT)  

'God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can’t take credit for this; it is a gift from 
God. Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can boast about it.’   

Ephesians 2:8-9 (NLT) 

LIE #2: I am constantly disappointing God. 
To illustrate the point further, Jesus told them this story: A man had two sons. The younger son told 
his father, “I want my share of your estate now before you die.” So his father agreed to divide his 
wealth between his sons. A few days later this younger son packed all his belongings and moved to a 
distant land, and there he wasted all his money in wild living. About the time his money ran out, a 
great famine swept over the land, and he began to starve. He persuaded a local farmer to hire him, 
and the man sent him into his fields to feed the pigs. The young man became so hungry that even the 
pods he was feeding the pigs looked good to him. But no one gave him anything. When he finally 
came to his senses, he said to himself, “At home even the hired servants have food enough to spare, 
and here I am dying of hunger! I will go home to my father and say, ‘Father, I have sinned against 
both heaven and you, and I am no longer worthy of being called your son. Please take me on as a 
hired servant.’” So he returned home to his father. And while he was still a long way off, his father saw 
him coming. Filled with love and compassion, he ran to his son, embraced him, and kissed him. His 
son said to him, “Father, I have sinned against both heaven and you, and I am no longer worthy of 
being called your son.” But his father said to the servants, “Quick! Bring the finest robe in the house 
and put it on him. Get a ring for his finger and sandals for his feet. And kill the calf we have been 
fattening. We must celebrate with a feast, for this son of mine was dead and has now returned to life. 
He was lost, but now he is found.” So the party began. Luke 15:11-24 (NLT) 

A. The troubles we face, the sins we commit, and the lies we believe do not diminish the love God 
has for us.  

“Can anything ever separate us from Christ’s love? Does it mean he no longer loves us if we 
have trouble or calamity, or are persecuted, or hungry, or destitute, or in danger, or threatened 
with death? …No, despite all these things, overwhelming victory is ours through Christ, who loved 
us. And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love. Neither death nor life, 
neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for today nor our worries about tomorrow—not even 
the powers of hell can separate us from God’s love. No power in the sky above or in the earth 
below—indeed, nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is 
revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Romans 8:35-39 (NLT) 



B.  Jesus understands our humanity and has offered to help us! 

“This High Priest of ours understands our weaknesses, for he faced all of the same testings we 
do, yet he did not sin. So let us come boldly to the throne of our gracious God. There we will 
receive his mercy, and we will find grace to help us when we need it most.”                              

Hebrews 4:15-16 (NLT) 

Note: We are changed when we hang out with Jesus. 

“So all of us who have had that veil removed can see and reflect the glory of the Lord. And the 
Lord—who is the Spirit—makes us more and more like him as we are changed into his glorious 
image.” 2 Corinthians 3:18 (NLT) 

LIE #3: I’m too messed up to be used by God. 
“But when Simon Peter saw this, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, ‘Go away from me, Lord, for I 
am a sinful man!’” Luke 5:8 (NASB) 

“I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength to do his work. He considered me 
trustworthy and appointed me to serve him, even though I used to blaspheme the name of Christ. In 
my insolence, I persecuted his people. But God had mercy on me because I did it in ignorance and 
unbelief. Oh, how generous and gracious our Lord was! He filled me with the faith and love that come 
from Christ Jesus.This is a trustworthy saying, and everyone should accept it: “Christ Jesus came into 
the world to save sinners”—and I am the worst of them all.” 1 Timothy 1:12-15 (NLT) 

Note: His call on our lives is not dependent on our performance or achievements. 

“Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by 
human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth.” 1 Corinthians 1:26 (NIV) 

Mason Pruitt ● 03-14-21 ● mason.pruitt@gracefm.org 


