
Jesus Cleanses the Temple 
Lesson 02 in the series, “The Week That Changed The World” 

The next morning as they were leaving Bethany, Jesus was hungry. He noticed a fig tree in full leaf a little 
way off, so he went over to see if he could find any figs. But there were only leaves because it was too 
early in the season for fruit. Then Jesus said to the tree, “May no one ever eat your fruit again!” And the 
disciples heard him say it. When they arrived back in Jerusalem, Jesus entered the Temple and began to 
drive out the people buying and selling animals for sacrifices. He knocked over the tables of the money 
changers and the chairs of those selling doves, and he stopped everyone from using the Temple as a 
marketplace. He said to them, “The Scriptures declare, ‘My Temple will be called a house of prayer for all 
nations,’ but you have turned it into a den of thieves.” When the leading priests and teachers of religious 
law heard what Jesus had done, they began planning how to kill him. But they were afraid of him because 
the people were so amazed at his teaching. That evening Jesus and the disciples left the city. The next 
morning as they passed by the fig tree he had cursed, the disciples noticed it had withered from the roots 
up. Peter remembered what Jesus had said to the tree on the previous day and exclaimed, “Look, Rabbi! 
The fig tree you cursed has withered and died!” Then Jesus said to the disciples, “Have faith in God. I tell 
you the truth, you can say to this mountain, ‘May you be lifted up and thrown into the sea,’ and it will 
happen…” Mark 11:12-24 (NLT) 

Note: The fig tree appeared to be able to provide food and nourishment, but it could not. In the same way, 
the sacrificial system within the temple appeared to be able to provide for the redemption of sin, but it 
could not. Both needed to be done away with!  

“The old system under the law of Moses was only a shadow, a dim preview of the good things to come, 
not the good things themselves. The sacrifices under that system were repeated again and again, year 
after year, but they were never able to provide perfect cleansing for those who came to worship. If they 
could have provided perfect cleansing, the sacrifices would have stopped, for the worshipers would have 
been purified once for all time, and their feelings of guilt would have disappeared.” Hebrews 10:1-2 (NLT) 

1. The temple was the place where people brought sacrifices to pay for their sin. 
“Under the old covenant, the priest stands and ministers before the altar day after day, offering the 
same sacrifices again and again, which can never take away sins. But our High Priest offered himself 
to God as a single sacrifice for sins, good for all time. Then he sat down in the place of honor at God’s 
right hand.” Hebrews 10:11-13 (NLT) 

Note: Jesus became the ultimate sacrifice for the sins of all people for all time. Through His death on 
the cross, He paid once and for all.   

“You were dead because of your sins and because your sinful nature was not yet cut away. Then God 
made you alive with Christ, for he forgave all our sins. He canceled the record of the charges against 
us and took it away by nailing it to the cross.” Colossians 2:13-14 (NLT) 

Note: We are made right with God through faith in Jesus Christ. 

“We are made right with God by placing our faith in Jesus Christ. And this is true for everyone who 
believes, no matter who we are. For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard. 
Yet God, in his grace, freely makes us right in his sight. He did this through Christ Jesus when he 
freed us from the penalty for our sins. For God presented Jesus as the sacrifice for sin. People are 
made right with God when they believe that Jesus sacrificed his life, shedding his blood…”            

Romans 3:22-25 (NLT) 

2. The temple was the place where God dwelt on the earth. 
David rose to his feet and said: “My brothers and my people! It was my desire to build a Temple 
where the Ark of the Lord’s Covenant, God’s footstool, could rest permanently. I made the necessary 
preparations for building it, but God said to me, ‘You must not build a Temple to honor my name, for 
you are a warrior and have shed much blood.’…He said to me, ‘Your son Solomon will build my 
Temple and its courtyards, for I have chosen him as my son, and I will be his father.                               

1 Chronicles 28:2-3, 6 (NLT) 

“When Solomon finished praying, fire flashed down from heaven and burned up the burnt offerings 
and sacrifices, and the glorious presence of the Lord filled the Temple. The priests could not enter the 



Temple of the Lord because the glorious presence of the Lord filled it. When all the people of Israel 
saw the fire coming down and the glorious presence of the Lord filling the Temple, they fell face down 
on the ground and worshiped and praised the Lord, saying, ‘He is good! His faithful love endures 
forever!’” 2 Chronicles 7:1-3 (NLT) 

Note: God no longer dwells in buildings, He now dwells in the hearts of all who believe in Jesus. We 
are His temple.  

“Don't you know that you yourselves are God's temple and that God's Spirit dwells in your midst?”       
1 Corinthians 3:16 (NIV) 

“…You are members of God’s family. Together, we are his house, built on the foundation of the 
apostles and the prophets. And the cornerstone is Christ Jesus himself. We are carefully joined 
together in him, becoming a holy temple for the Lord. Through him you Gentiles are also being made 
part of this dwelling where God lives by his Spirit.” Ephesians 2:19-22 (NLT) 

For where two or three gather together as my followers, I am there among them.”                        
Matthew 18:20 (NLT) 

3. The temple was the place where people went to worship God.  
“May God be with all of you who are his people. You are to go to Jerusalem and rebuild the Temple of 
the LORD, the God of Israel, the God who is worshiped in Jerusalem.” Ezra 1:3 (GNT) 

“Sir,” the woman said, “you must be a prophet. So tell me, why is it that you Jews insist that 
Jerusalem is the only place of worship, while we Samaritans claim it is here at Mount Gerizim, where 
our ancestors worshiped?” Jesus replied, “Believe me, dear woman, the time is coming when it will no 
longer matter whether you worship the Father on this mountain or in Jerusalem. You Samaritans 
know very little about the one you worship, while we Jews know all about him, for salvation comes 
through the Jews.  But the time is coming—indeed it’s here now—when true worshipers will worship 
the Father in spirit and in truth. The Father is looking for those who will worship him that way.  For 
God is Spirit, so those who worship him must worship in spirit and in truth.” John 4:19-24 (NLT) 

Note: Through Jesus’ death and resurrection, worship is no longer about a place but about a 
surrendered life. 

"So here’s what I want you to do, God helping you: Take your everyday, ordinary life—your sleeping, 
eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life—and place it before God as an offering. Embracing 
what God does for you is the best thing you can do for him. This is truly the way to worship him. Don’t 
become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even thinking. Instead, fix your 
attention on God. You’ll be changed from the inside out. Readily recognize what he wants from you, 
and quickly respond to it. Unlike the culture around you, always dragging you down to its level of 
immaturity, God brings the best out of you, develops well-formed maturity in you.”                         

Romans 12:1-2 (MSG) and (NLT) 
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