
Elijah and Elisha
Lesson 01 in the series, “Legacy: Building For the Future” 

Legacy: something handed down or received from an ancestor or predecessor

1. Elijah felt like he was the only one in his nation who was serving God!
“When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his cloak and went out and stood at the entrance of the 
cave. And a voice said, ‘What are you doing here, Elijah?’ He replied again, ‘I have zealously served 
the LORD God Almighty. But the people of Israel have broken their covenant with you, torn down your 
altars, and killed every one of your prophets. I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me, 
too.’” I Kings 19:13-14 (ESV)
“Joshua son of Nun, the servant of the Lord, died at the age of a hundred and ten. And they buried 
him in the land of his inheritance, at Timnath Heres in the hill country of Ephraim, north of Mount 
Gaash. After that whole generation had been gathered to their ancestors, another generation grew up 
who knew neither the Lord nor what he had done for Israel.” Judges 2:8-10 (NIV) 

Note: We need to teach the next generation about God and His ways! 

“Let each generation tell its children of your mighty acts; let them proclaim your power.”                     
Psalm 145:4 (NLT)

“… I will teach you hidden lessons from our past— stories we have heard and known, stories our 
ancestors handed down to us. We will not hide these truths from our children; we will tell the next 
generation about the glorious deeds of the Lord, about his power and his mighty wonders.”            

Psalm 78:2-4 (NLT) 

“He revealed his character to Moses and his deeds to the people of Israel.” Psalm 103:7 (NLT) 

2. God told Elijah to get an apprentice!  
“Then the Lord told him, ‘Go back the same way you came, and travel to the wilderness of 
Damascus. When you arrive there… anoint Jehu grandson of Nimshi to be king of Israel, and anoint 
Elisha son of Shaphat from the town of Abel-meholah to replace you as my prophet.’ …So Elijah went 
and found Elisha son of Shaphat plowing a field. There were twelve teams of oxen in the field, and 
Elisha was plowing with the twelfth team. Elijah went over to him and threw his cloak across his 
shoulders and then walked away. Elisha left the oxen standing there, ran after Elijah, and said to him, 
‘First let me go and kiss my father and mother good-bye, and then I will go with you!’ Elijah replied, 
‘Go on back, but think about what I have done to you.’ So Elisha returned to his oxen and slaughtered 
them. He used the wood from the plow to build a fire to roast their flesh. He passed around the meat 
to the townspeople, and they all ate. Then he went with Elijah as his assistant.”                                        

1 Kings 19:15-21 (NLT)

Note: God wants all of us to make disciples. 
“Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
the Son and the Holy Spirit. Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. 
And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Matthew 28:19-20 (NLT)


“You have heard me teach things that have been confirmed by many reliable witnesses. Now teach 
these truths to other trustworthy people who will be able to pass them on to others.”                               

2 Timothy 2:2 (NLT)

3. Elijah was taken away to heaven leaving his cloak behind for Elisha.
“Then Elijah said to Elisha, ‘Stay here, for the Lord has told me to go to the Jordan River.’ But again 
Elisha replied, ‘As surely as the Lord lives and you yourself live, I will never leave you.’ So they went 
on together. Fifty men from the group of prophets also went and watched from a distance as Elijah 
and Elisha stopped beside the Jordan River. Then Elijah folded his cloak together and struck the 
water with it. The river divided, and the two of them went across on dry ground! When they came to 



the other side, Elijah said to Elisha, ‘Tell me what I can do for you before I am taken away.’ And Elisha 
replied, ‘Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit and become your successor.’ ‘You have 
asked a difficult thing,’ Elijah replied. ‘If you see me when I am taken from you, then you will get your 
request. But if not, then you won’t.’ As they were walking along and talking, suddenly a chariot of fire 
appeared, drawn by horses of fire. It drove between the two men, separating them, and Elijah was 
carried by a whirlwind into heaven. Elisha saw it and cried out, ‘My father! My father! I see the 
chariots and charioteers of Israel!’ And as they disappeared from sight, Elisha tore his clothes in 
distress. Elisha picked up Elijah’s cloak, which had fallen when he was taken up. Then Elisha 
returned to the bank of the Jordan River. He struck the water with Elijah’s cloak and cried out, ‘Where 
is the Lord, the God of Elijah?’ Then the river divided, and Elisha went across.” 2 Kings 2:6-14 (NLT)

Question: What am I leaving behind for the next generation?
“A good person leaves an inheritance for their children's children…” Proverbs 13:22 (NIV) 

Note: We can’t give away what we don’t own. 
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