
A Legacy of Honor
Lesson 02 in the series, “Legacy: Building For the Future” 

Honor- High respect, great esteem for: to esteem and treat another with respect because of who they are 
or what they have done. 

A.  We honor God by remembering that we are His son/daughter and living accordingly through 
our speech and actions. 

“But to all who believed him and accepted him, he gave the right to become children of God.”     
 John 1:12 (NLT) 

“Don’t you realize that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, who lives in you and was given to 
you by God? You do not belong to yourself, for God bought you with a high price. So you must honor 
God with your body.” 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 (NLT)  

“With the Lord’s authority I say this: Live no longer as the Gentiles do, for they are hopelessly 
confused. Their minds are full of darkness; they wander far from the life God gives because they have 
closed their minds and hardened their hearts against him. They have no sense of shame. They live 
for lustful pleasure and eagerly practice every kind of impurity. But that isn’t what you learned about 
Christ. Since you have heard about Jesus and have learned the truth that comes from him, throw off 
your old sinful nature and your former way of life, which is corrupted by lust and deception. Instead, 
let the Spirit renew your thoughts and attitudes. Put on your new nature, created to be like God—truly 
righteous and holy. So stop telling lies. Let us tell our neighbors the truth, for we are all parts of the 
same body. And ‘don’t sin by letting anger control you.’ Don’t let the sun go down while you are still 
angry, for anger gives a foothold to the devil. If you are a thief, quit stealing. Instead, use your hands 
for good hard work, and then give generously to others in need. Don’t use foul or abusive language. 
Let everything you say be good and helpful, so that your words will be an encouragement to those 
who hear them. And do not bring sorrow to God’s Holy Spirit by the way you live. Remember, he has 
identified you as his own, guaranteeing that you will be saved on the day of redemption. Get rid of all 
bitterness, rage, anger, harsh words, and slander, as well as all types of evil behavior. Instead, be 
kind to each other, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God through Christ has forgiven you.”  

Ephesians 4:17-32 (NLT) 

B.  We honor other believers by remembering that they are God’s sons and daughters and treating 
them accordingly. 

1.   Honor sees each other, not as they are, but as God designed them to be.  

“But the LORD said to Samuel, ‘Don’t judge by his appearance or height, for I have rejected him. 
The LORD doesn’t see things the way you see them. People judge by outward appearance, but 
the LORD looks at the heart.’” 1 Samuel 16:7 (NLT) 

2.   Honor respects each other’s abilities, opinions and personalities.  

“But our bodies have many parts, and God has put each part just where he wants it. How strange 
a body would be if it had only one part! …This makes for harmony among the members, so that 
all the members care for each other. If one part suffers, all the parts suffer with it, and if one part 
is honored, all the parts are glad. All of you together are Christ’s body, and each of you is a part of 
it.” 1 Corinthians 12:18-27 (NLT) 

“…Does a clay pot argue with its maker? Does the clay dispute with the one who shapes it, 
saying, ‘Stop, you’re doing it wrong!’ Does the pot exclaim, ‘How clumsy can you be?’ How 
terrible it would be if a newborn baby said to its father, ‘Why was I born?’ or if it said to its mother, 
‘Why did you make me this way?’ This is what the LORD says—the Holy One of Israel and your 
Creator: ‘Do you question what I do for my children? Do you give me orders about the work of my 
hands?’” Isaiah 45:9-11 (NLT) 

“Always be humble and gentle. Be patient with each other, making allowance for each other’s 
faults because of your love.” Ephesians 4:2 (NLT) 



3.   Honor values others and their needs above one’s own needs. 

“Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above 
yourselves.” Philippians 2:3 (NIV) 

“Don’t just pretend to love others. Really love them. Hate what is wrong. Hold tightly to what is 
good. Love each other with genuine affection, and take delight in honoring each other.” 

Romans 12:9-10 NLT 

4.  Honor defends and protects each other from slander! 

“…I will lead a life of integrity in my own home. I will refuse to look at anything vile and vulgar. I 
hate all who deal crookedly; I will have nothing to do with them. I will reject perverse ideas and 
stay away from every evil. I will not tolerate people who slander their neighbors…”  

Psalm 101:2-5 (NLT) 

“Brothers and sisters, do not slander one another. Anyone who speaks against a brother or sister 
or judges them speaks against the law and judges it…” James 4:11 (NIV) 

“Most important of all, continue to show deep love for each other, for love covers a multitude of 
sins.” 1 Peter 4:8 (NLT) 

C.   We honor unbelievers by remembering that they are God’s creation and that we are called to 
love them the way God loves them.  

“Show proper respect to everyone… “ 1 Peter 2:17 (NIV) 

“For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in 
him will not perish but have eternal life.” John 3:16 (NLT)  

“Later, as Jesus left the town, he saw a tax collector named Levi sitting at his tax collector’s booth. 
‘Follow me and be my disciple,’ Jesus said to him. So Levi got up, left everything, and followed him. 
Later, Levi held a banquet in his home with Jesus as the guest of honor. Many of Levi’s fellow tax 
collectors and other guests also ate with them. But the Pharisees and their teachers of religious law 
complained bitterly to Jesus’ disciples, ‘Why do you eat and drink with such scum?’ Jesus answered 
them, ‘Healthy people don’t need a doctor—sick people do. I have come to call not those who think 
they are righteous, but those who know they are sinners and need to repent.’” Luke 5:27-32 (NLT) 
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