
A Legacy of Faith 
Lesson 06 in the series, “Legacy: Building For the Future” 

Note: Abraham showed us what faith looks like. 

1.  Faith is hearing God and then taking the risk to actually obey what He says. 
“The Lord had said to Abram, ‘Leave your native country, your relatives, and your father’s family, and go 
to the land that I will show you. I will make you into a great nation. I will bless you and make you famous, 
and you will be a blessing to others. I will bless those who bless you and curse those who treat you with 
contempt. All the families on earth will be blessed through you.’ So Abram departed as the Lord had 
instructed, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he left Haran.”                     

Genesis 12:1-4 (NLT) 

“It was by faith that Abraham obeyed when God called him to leave home and go to another land that 
God would give him as his inheritance. He went without knowing where he was going.”                       

Hebrews 11:8 (NLT) 

Note: Faith isn’t faith without action. 

“…Abraham was shown to be right with God by his actions… You see, his faith and his actions worked 
together. His actions made his faith complete." James 2:21-22 (NLT) 

2. Faith is persevering when the situation looks hopeless.  
“‘…I am changing your name. It will no longer be Abram. Instead, you will be called Abraham, for you will 
be the father of many nations. I will make you extremely fruitful. Your descendants will become many 
nations, and kings will be among them!’ Then Abraham bowed down to the ground, but he laughed to 
himself in disbelief. ‘How could I become a father at the age of 100?’ he thought. ‘And how can Sarah 
have a baby when she is ninety years old?’ So Abraham said to God, ‘May Ishmael live under your 
special blessing!’  But God replied, ‘No—Sarah, your wife, will give birth to a son for you. You will name 
him Isaac, and I will confirm my covenant with him and his descendants as an everlasting covenant.’”  

Genesis 17:5-6, 17-19 (NLT) 

“Abraham was 100 years old when Isaac was born.” Genesis 21:5 (NLT) 

“…For Abraham is the father of all who believe. That is what the Scriptures mean when God told him, ‘I 
have made you the father of many nations.’ This happened because Abraham believed in the God who 
brings the dead back to life and who creates new things out of nothing. Even when there was no reason 
for hope, Abraham kept hoping—believing that he would become the father of many nations. For God had 
said to him, ‘That’s how many descendants you will have!’ And Abraham’s faith did not weaken, even 
though, at about 100 years of age, he figured his body was as good as dead—and so was Sarah’s womb. 
Abraham never wavered in believing God’s promise. In fact, his faith grew stronger, and in this he brought 
glory to God. He was fully convinced that God is able to do whatever he promises.”                               

Romans 4:16-21 (NLT) 

Note: God wants us to persevere because perseverance leads to maturity.  

“Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know 
that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be 
mature and complete, not lacking anything.” James 1:2-4 (NIV) 

3. Faith is surrendering everything to God including the things we care about the most.  
"Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, ‘Abraham!’ ‘Here I am,’ he replied. Then God said, 
‘Take your son, your only son, whom you love—Isaac—and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there 
as a burnt offering on a mountain I will show you.’ Early the next morning Abraham got up and loaded his 
donkey. He took with him two of his servants and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the 
burnt offering, he set out for the place God had told him about. On the third day Abraham looked up and 
saw the place in the distance. He said to his servants, ‘Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go 
over there. We will worship and then we will come back to you.’ Abraham took the wood for the burnt 
offering and placed it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. As the two of them 
went on together, Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham, ‘Father?’ ‘Yes, my son?’ Abraham 
replied. 'The fire and wood are here,’ Isaac said, ‘but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?’ Abraham 
answered, ‘God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.’ And the two of them went on 
together. When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and 
arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. Then he 



reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. But the angel of the Lord called out to him from 
heaven, ‘Abraham! Abraham!’ ‘Here I am,’ he replied. ‘Do not lay a hand on the boy,’ he said. ‘Do not do 
anything to him. Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your 
only son.’ Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went over and 
took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son. So Abraham called that place The 
Lord Will Provide. And to this day it is said, ‘On the mountain of the Lord it will be provided.’ The angel of 
the Lord called to Abraham from heaven a second time and said, ‘I swear by myself, declares the Lord, 
that because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, I will surely bless you 
and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your 
descendants will take possession of the cities of their enemies, and through your offspring all nations on 
earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me.’” Genesis 22:1-18 (NIV) 

 “It was by faith that Abraham offered Isaac as a sacrifice when God was testing him. Abraham, who had 
received God’s promises, was ready to sacrifice his only son, Isaac, even though God had told him, ‘Isaac 
is the son through whom your descendants will be counted.’ Abraham reasoned that if Isaac died, God 
was able to bring him back to life again. And in a sense, Abraham did receive his son back from the 
dead.” Hebrews 11:17-19 (NLT) 

Note: Sometimes faith means letting your dreams die and trusting God with the outcome.  

“Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. 
But if it dies, it produces many seeds. Anyone who loves their life will lose it, while anyone who hates their 
life in this world will keep it for eternal life.” John 12:24-25 (NIV) 
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