
A Legacy of Commitment 
Lesson 08 in the series, “Legacy: Building For the Future” 

One day while Jesus was teaching, some Pharisees and teachers of religious law were sitting nearby. (It 
seemed that these men showed up from every village in all Galilee and Judea, as well as from 
Jerusalem.) And the Lord’s healing power was strongly with Jesus. Some men came carrying a paralyzed 
man on a sleeping mat. They tried to take him inside to Jesus, but they couldn’t reach him because of the 
crowd. So they went up to the roof and took off some tiles. Then they lowered the sick man on his mat 
down into the crowd, right in front of Jesus. Seeing their faith, Jesus said to the man, “Young man, your 
sins are forgiven.” But the Pharisees and teachers of religious law said to themselves, “Who does he 
think he is? That’s blasphemy! Only God can forgive sins!” Jesus knew what they were thinking, so he 
asked them, “Why do you question this in your hearts? Is it easier to say ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or ‘Stand 
up and walk’? So I will prove to you that the Son of Man has the authority on earth to forgive sins.” Then 
Jesus turned to the paralyzed man and said, “Stand up, pick up your mat, and go home!” And 
immediately, as everyone watched, the man jumped up, picked up his mat, and went home praising God. 
Everyone was gripped with great wonder and awe, and they praised God, exclaiming, “We have seen 
amazing things today!” Luke 5:17-26 (NLT) 

Four Lessons We Can Learn from the Men Who Brought the Paralyzed Man to Jesus:  

1. They committed their time, energy and comfort for the wellbeing of someone else. 
“Even though I am a free man with no master, I have become a slave to all people to bring many to 
Christ. When I was with the Jews, I lived like a Jew to bring the Jews to Christ. When I was with those 
who follow the Jewish law, I too lived under that law. Even though I am not subject to the law, I did 
this so I could bring to Christ those who are under the law. When I am with the Gentiles who do not 
follow the Jewish law, I too live apart from that law so I can bring them to Christ. But I do not ignore 
the law of God; I obey the law of Christ. When I am with those who are weak, I share their weakness, 
for I want to bring the weak to Christ. Yes, I try to find common ground with everyone, doing 
everything I can to save some. I do everything to spread the Good News and share in its blessings.”      

1 Corinthians 9:19-23 (NLT) 

Note:  We are surrounded by people who are paralyzed and in need of Jesus. 

“When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, 
like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful but the workers 
are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.’”            

Matthew 9:36-38 (NIV) 

2. They committed to seeing obstacles as opportunities.  
“Now I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that what has happened to me has actually served to 
advance the gospel. As a result, it has become clear throughout the whole palace guard and to 
everyone else that I am in chains for Christ. And because of my chains, most of the brothers and 
sisters have become confident in the Lord and dare all the more to proclaim the gospel without fear.”  

Philippians 1:12-14 (NIV) 

“For with God nothing will be impossible.” Luke 1:37 (NKJV) 

“…I tell you the truth, if you had faith even as small as a mustard seed, you could say to this 
mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it would move. Nothing would be impossible.”                        

Matthew 17:20 (NLT) 

3. They made a plan and then committed to being “all in”.   
“As they were walking along, someone said to Jesus, ‘I will follow you wherever you go.’ But Jesus 
replied, ‘Foxes have dens to live in, and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no place even to 
lay his head.’ He said to another person, ‘Come, follow me.’ The man agreed, but he said, ‘Lord, first 
let me return home and bury my father.’ But Jesus told him, ‘Let the spiritually dead bury their own 
dead! Your duty is to go and preach about the Kingdom of God.’ Another said, ‘Yes, Lord, I will follow 
you, but first let me say good-bye to my family.’ But Jesus told him, ‘Anyone who puts a hand to the 
plow and then looks back is not fit for the Kingdom of God.’” Luke 9:57-62 (NLT) 



“Remember this—a farmer who plants only a few seeds will get a small crop. But the one who plants 
generously will get a generous crop. You must each decide in your heart how much to give. And don’t 
give reluctantly or in response to pressure. ‘For God loves a person who gives cheerfully.’ And God 
will generously provide all you need. Then you will always have everything you need and plenty left 
over to share with others.” 2 Corinthians 9:6-8 (NLT) 

4. They put their commitment to action. 

“So you see, faith by itself isn’t enough. Unless it produces good deeds, it is dead and useless. But 
someone will say, ‘You have faith; I have deeds.’ Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show 
you my faith by my deeds.” James 2:17-18 (NLT and NIV)

Note: What they were doing was not miraculous, but it created the opportunity for Jesus to do what 
was miraculous! 

“I planted the seed in your hearts, and Apollos watered it, but it was God who made it grow.”       
1 Corinthians 3:6 (NLT)
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