
Baptism, Child Dedication, Ordination and Communion 

A. Child dedication is an act of giving our children back to God.  
“When the child was weaned, Hannah took him to the Tabernacle in Shiloh. They brought along a three-
year-old bull for the sacrifice and a basket of flour and some wine. After sacrificing the bull, they brought 
the boy to Eli. ‘Sir, do you remember me?’ Hannah asked. ‘I am the very woman who stood here several 
years ago praying to the Lord. I asked the Lord to give me this boy, and he has granted my request. Now I 
am giving him to the Lord, and he will belong to the Lord his whole life.’” And they worshiped the Lord 
there. 1 Samuel 1:24-28 (NLT) 

1. When we dedicate our children to God, we are committing to bring them up in the ways of God.  

“So commit yourselves wholeheartedly to these words of mine. Tie them to your hands and wear 
them on your forehead as reminders. Teach them to your children. Talk about them when you are at 
home and when you are on the road, when you are going to bed and when you are getting up. Write 
them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates, so that as long as the sky remains above the 
earth, you and your children may flourish in the land the Lord swore to give your ancestors.”  

Deuteronomy 11:18-21 (NLT) 

“Direct your children onto the right path, and when they are older, they will not leave it.”            
Proverbs 22:6 (NLT) 

2. When we dedicate our children to God, we are committing to set an example of what it looks like to 
follow God. 

“…Be an example to all believers in what you say, in the way you live, in your love, your faith, and 
your purity.” 1 Timothy 4:12 (NLT) 

“…Live clean, innocent lives as children of God, shining like bright lights in a world full of crooked and 
perverse people.” Philippians 2:15 (NLT) 

B. Baptism is for everyone who professes their faith in Jesus Christ.  
“Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the 
Son and the Holy Spirit.” Matthew 28:19 (NLT) 

1. Baptism is a symbol of being made clean. 

“When God our Savior revealed his kindness and love, he saved us, not because of the righteous 
things we had done, but because of his mercy. He washed away our sins, giving us a new birth and 
new life through the Holy Spirit. He generously poured out the Spirit upon us through Jesus Christ our 
Savior. Because of his grace he made us right in his sight and gave us confidence that we will inherit 
eternal life.” Titus 3:4-7 (NLT) 

2. Baptism is a symbol of death and resurrection life. 

“…have you forgotten that when we were joined with Christ Jesus in baptism, we joined him in his 
death? For we died and were buried with Christ by baptism. And just as Christ was raised from the 
dead by the glorious power of the Father, now we also may live new lives. Since we have been united 
with him in his death, we will also be raised to life as he was. We know that our old sinful selves were 
crucified with Christ so that sin might lose its power in our lives. We are no longer slaves to sin.”  

Romans 6:3-6 (NLT) 

3. Baptism is a symbol of belonging to God.   

“Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have 
received from God? You are not your own;  you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with 
your bodies.” 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 (NIV) 

“So now we can rejoice in our wonderful new relationship with God because our Lord Jesus Christ 
has made us friends of God.” Romans 5:11 (NLT) 



4. Baptism is symbol of commitment to God.  

“If you openly declare that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, 
you will be saved. For it is by believing in your heart that you are made right with God, and it is by 
openly declaring your faith that you are saved.” Romans 10:9-10 (NLT) 

C. Communion is a meal shared by believers in remembrance of Jesus. 
“For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was 
betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, ‘This is my body, which is 
for[ you. Do this in remembrance of me.’ In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, ‘This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ For as 
often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.”                      

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 (ESV) 

1. The bread reminds us of the suffering Jesus endured on our behalf.  

“He was despised and rejected—a man of sorrows, acquainted with deepest grief. We turned our 
backs on him and looked the other way. He was despised, and we did not care. Yet it was our 
weaknesses he carried; it was our sorrows that weighed him down. And we thought his troubles were 
a punishment from God, a punishment for his own sins! But he was pierced for our rebellion, crushed 
for our sins. He was beaten so we could be whole. He was whipped so we could be healed. All of us, 
like sheep, have strayed away. We have left God’s paths to follow our own. Yet the LORD laid on him 
the sins of us all. He was oppressed and treated harshly, yet he never said a word. He was led like a 
lamb to the slaughter. And as a sheep is silent before the shearers, he did not open his mouth. 
Unjustly condemned, he was led away. No one cared that he died without descendants, that his life 
was cut short in midstream. But he was struck down for the rebellion of my people. He had done no 
wrong and had never deceived anyone. But he was buried like a criminal; he was put in a rich man’s 
grave. But it was the LORD’s good plan to crush him and cause him grief. Yet when his life is made 
an offering for sin, he will have many descendants. He will enjoy a long life, and the LORD’s good 
plan will prosper in his hands. When he sees all that is accomplished by his anguish, he will be 
satisfied. And because of his experience, my righteous servant will make it possible for many to be 
counted righteous, for he will bear all their sins.” Isaiah 53:3-11 (NLT) 

2. The cup and juice remind us that Jesus' blood was poured out as a covenant agreement which allows 
us to have a right relationship with God.  

“For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so that we could be made 
right with God through Christ.” 2 Corinthians 5:21 (NLT) 

D. Ordination is an affirmation of the call and character on someone’s life to be set apart for special 
ministry. 

“For Aaron’s sons you shall also make tunics; you shall also make sashes for them, and you shall make 
caps for them, for glory and for beauty. Then you shall put them on Aaron your brother and on his sons 
with him; and you shall anoint them and ordain them and consecrate them, so that they may serve as 
priests.” Exodus 28:40-41 (NLT) 
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