
The Attitude of Jesus  

“Don’t be selfish; don’t try to impress others. Be humble, thinking of others as better than yourselves. 
Don’t look out only for your own interests, but take an interest in others, too. You must have the same 
attitude that Christ Jesus had. Though he was God, he did not think of equality with God as something to 
cling to. Instead, he gave up his divine privileges he took the humble position of a slave and was born as 
a human being. When he appeared in human form, he humbled himself in obedience to God and died a 
criminal’s death on a cross.” Philippians 2:3-8 (NLT) 

Attitude - a settled way of thinking or feeling about someone or something, typically one that is reflected in 
a person's behavior. 

1. Paul encouraged us to have the same attitude as Jesus by not being selfish.   

“Don’t be concerned for your own good but for the good of others.” 1 Corinthians 10:24 (NLT) 

“For wherever there is jealousy and selfish ambition, there you will find disorder and evil of every 
kind.“ James 3:16 (NLT) 

“…Christ’s love controls us. Since we believe that Christ died for all, we also believe that we have all 
died to our old life. He died for everyone so that those who receive his new life will no longer live for 
themselves. Instead, they will live for Christ, who died and was raised for them.”                                    

2 Corinthians 5:14-15 (NLT) 

“I have never coveted anyone’s silver or gold or fine clothes. You know that these hands of mine have 
worked to supply my own needs and even the needs of those who were with me. And I have been a 
constant example of how you can help those in need by working hard. You should remember the 
words of the Lord Jesus: ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’” Acts 20:33-35 (NLT) 

2. Paul encouraged us to have the same attitude as Jesus by choosing humility over pride. 

“…God opposes the proud but shows favor to the humble.” James 4:6 (NIV) 

“This is what the Lord says: ‘Don’t let the wise boast in their wisdom, or the powerful boast in their 
power, or the rich boast in their riches. But those who wish to boast should boast in this alone: that 
they truly know me and understand that I am the Lord who demonstrates unfailing love and who 
brings justice and righteousness to the earth…’” Jeremiah 9:23-24 (NLT) 

“…We put no confidence in human effort, though I could have confidence in my own effort if anyone 
could. Indeed, if others have reason for confidence in their own efforts, I have even more! I was 
circumcised when I was eight days old. I am a pure-blooded citizen of Israel and a member of the 
tribe of Benjamin—a real Hebrew if there ever was one! I was a member of the Pharisees, who 
demand the strictest obedience to the Jewish law. I was so zealous that I harshly persecuted the 
church. And as for righteousness, I obeyed the law without fault. I once thought these things were 
valuable, but now I consider them worthless because of what Christ has done. Yes, everything else is 
worthless when compared with the infinite value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have 
discarded everything else, counting it all as garbage, so that I could gain Christ and become one with 
him. I no longer count on my own righteousness through obeying the law; rather, I become righteous 
through faith in Christ…” Philippians 3:3-9 (NLT) 

3. Paul encouraged us to have the same attitude as Jesus by serving one another.  

So he got up from the table, took off his robe, wrapped a towel around his waist, and poured water 
into a basin. Then he began to wash the disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel he had around 
him. When Jesus came to Simon Peter, Peter said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 
Jesus replied, “You don’t understand now what I am doing, but someday you will.” “No,” Peter 
protested, “you will never ever wash my feet!” Jesus replied, “Unless I wash you, you won’t belong to 
me.” Simon Peter exclaimed, “Then wash my hands and head as well, Lord, not just my feet!” Jesus 
replied, “A person who has bathed all over does not need to wash, except for the feet, to be entirely 
clean. And you disciples are clean, but not all of you.”  For Jesus knew who would betray him. That is 
what he meant when he said, “Not all of you are clean.” After washing their feet, he put on his robe 
again and sat down and asked, “Do you understand what I was doing? You call me ‘Teacher’ and 
‘Lord,’ and you are right, because that’s what I am. And since I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed 
your feet, you ought to wash each other’s feet. I have given you an example to follow. Do as I have 
done to you.” John 13:4-15 (NLT) 

“…Anyone who wants to be first must be the very last, and the servant of all.” Mark 9:35 (NIV) 



4. Paul encouraged us to have the same attitude as Jesus by obeying God.  

“But even though he was God's Son, he learned through his sufferings to be obedient.”                                
Hebrews 5:8 (GNT) 

“…observe what the LORD your God requires: Walk in obedience to him, and keep his decrees and 
commands, his laws and regulations, as written in the Law of Moses. Do this so that you may prosper 
in all you do and wherever you go.” 1 Kings 2:3 (NIV) 

“I am bound by the Spirit to go to Jerusalem. I don’t know what awaits me, except that the Holy Spirit 
tells me in city after city that jail and suffering lie ahead. But my life is worth nothing to me unless I 
use it for finishing the work assigned me by the Lord Jesus—the work of telling others the Good News 
about the wonderful grace of God. And now I know that none of you to whom I have preached the 
Kingdom will ever see me again.” Acts 20:22-25 (NLT) 
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