
God’s Plan  
Lesson 02 in the series, “A Great and Effective Door has Opened” 

“This letter is from Paul, chosen by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus. I am writing to God’s 
holy people in Ephesus, who are faithful followers of Christ Jesus. May God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ give you grace and peace. All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly realms because we are united with Christ. Even 
before he made the world, God loved us and chose us in Christ to be holy and without fault in his eyes. 
God decided in advance to adopt us into his own family by bringing us to himself through Jesus Christ. 
This is what he wanted to do, and it gave him great pleasure. So we praise God for the glorious grace he 
has poured out on us who belong to his dear Son. He is so rich in kindness and grace that he purchased 
our freedom with the blood of his Son and forgave our sins. He has showered his kindness on us, along 
with all wisdom and understanding. God has now revealed to us his mysterious will regarding Christ—
which is to fulfill his own good plan. And this is the plan: At the right time he will bring everything together 
under the authority of Christ—everything in heaven and on earth. Furthermore, because we are united 
with Christ, we have received an inheritance from God, for he chose us in advance, and he makes 
everything work out according to his plan. God’s purpose was that we Jews who were the first to trust in 
Christ would bring praise and glory to God. And now you Gentiles have also heard the truth, the Good 
News that God saves you. And when you believed in Christ, he identified you as his own by giving you 
the Holy Spirit, whom he promised long ago. The Spirit is God’s guarantee that he will give us the 
inheritance he promised and that he has purchased us to be his own people. He did this so we would 
praise and glorify him.” Ephesians 1:1-14 (NLT) 

Note: Jesus was God’s plan to solve the problem of sin.  

“God has now revealed to us his mysterious will regarding Christ—which is to fulfill his own good plan. 
And this is the plan: At the right time he will bring everything together under the authority of Christ—
everything in heaven and on earth.” Ephesians 1:9-10 (NLT) 

“When Adam sinned, sin entered the world. Adam’s sin brought death, so death spread to everyone, for 
everyone sinned. …For the sin of this one man, Adam, brought death to many. But even greater is God’s 
wonderful grace and his gift of forgiveness to many through this other man, Jesus Christ. And the result of 
God’s gracious gift is very different from the result of that one man’s sin. For Adam’s sin led to 
condemnation, but God’s free gift leads to our being made right with God, even though we are guilty of 
many sins. For the sin of this one man, Adam, caused death to rule over many. But even greater is God’s 
wonderful grace and his gift of righteousness, for all who receive it will live in triumph over sin and death 
through this one man, Jesus Christ. Yes, Adam’s one sin brings condemnation for everyone, but Christ’s 
one act of righteousness brings a right relationship with God and new life for everyone. Because one 
person disobeyed God, many became sinners. But because one other person obeyed God, many will be 
made righteous.” Romans 5:12,15-19 (NLT) 

A. Because I am in Christ, I am holy and blameless in God’s eyes.  
“Even before he made the world, God loved us and chose us in Christ to be holy and without fault in his 
eyes.” Ephesians 1:4 (NLT) 

“So we praise God for the glorious grace he has poured out on us who belong to his dear Son. He is so 
rich in kindness and grace that he purchased our freedom with the blood of his Son and forgave our sins.”  

Ephesians 1:6-7 (NLT) 

B. Through Jesus I have been adopted into his family.  
“God decided in advance to adopt us into his own family by bringing us to himself through Jesus Christ. 
This is what he wanted to do, and it gave him great pleasure. So we praise God for the glorious grace he 
has poured out on us who belong to his dear Son.” Ephesians 1:5-6 (NLT) 

“…And when you believed in Christ, he identified you as his own by giving you the Holy Spirit, whom he 
promised long ago.The Spirit is God’s guarantee that he will give us the inheritance he promised and that 
he has purchased us to be his own people. He did this so we would praise and glorify him.”  

 Ephesians 1:13-14 (NLT)            

C. Because I am united with Christ I have access to God’s blessing and His inheritance. 
“…Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly realms because 
we are united with Christ.” Ephesians 1:3 (NLT) 

“Furthermore, because we are united with Christ, we have received an inheritance from God, for he 
chose us in advance, and he makes everything work out according to his plan.” Ephesians 1:11 (NLT) 
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