
Loving People When We Disagree 

A. As believers, we are not always going to agree on everything.  
Accept other believers who are weak in faith, and don’t argue with them about what they think is right or 
wrong. For instance, one person believes it’s alright to eat anything. But another believer with a sensitive 
conscience will eat only vegetables. Those who feel free to eat anything must not look down on those who 
don’t. And those who don’t eat certain foods must not condemn those who do, for God has accepted them. 
Who are you to condemn someone else’s servants? Their own master will judge whether they stand or fall. 
And with the Lord’s help, they will stand and receive his approval. In the same way, some think one day is 
more holy than another day, while others think every day is alike. You should each be fully convinced that 
whichever day you choose is acceptable. Those who worship the Lord on a special day do it to honor him. 
Those who eat any kind of food do so to honor the Lord, since they give thanks to God before eating. And 
those who refuse to eat certain foods also want to please the Lord and give thanks to God. For we don’t live 
for ourselves or die for ourselves. If we live, it’s to honor the Lord. And if we die, it’s to honor the Lord. …So 
why do you condemn another believer? Why do you look down on another believer? Remember, we will all 
stand before the judgment seat of God. For the Scriptures say, “‘As surely as I live,’ says the Lord, ‘every 
knee will bend to me, and every tongue will declare allegiance to God.’” Yes, each of us will give a personal 
account to God. So let’s stop condemning each other. Decide instead to live in such a way that you will not 
cause another believer to stumble and fall. Romans 14:1-13 (NLT) 

B. Our biggest obstacle to loving people we disagree with is pride. 
Pride =   1. A high or inordinate opinion of one's own dignity, importance, merit, or superiority.  
               2. A feeling of deep pleasure or satisfaction derived from one's own achievements. 
Note:  Pride and love are opposites and cannot coexist. 

“...We know that ‘We all possess knowledge.’ But knowledge puffs up while love builds up. Those who 
think they know something do not yet know as they ought to know.” 1 Corinthians 8:1-2 (NIV) 
1. Love values others, pride values self. 

“‘I tell you the truth, when you were young, you were able to do as you liked; you dressed yourself 
and went wherever you wanted to go. But when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and 
others will dress you and take you where you don’t want to go.’ Jesus said this to let him know by 
what kind of death he would glorify God. Then Jesus told him, ‘Follow me.’ Peter turned around and 
saw behind them the disciple Jesus loved—the one who had leaned over to Jesus during supper and 
asked, ‘Lord, who will betray you?’ Peter asked Jesus, ‘What about him, Lord?’ Jesus replied, ‘If I 
want him to remain alive until I return, what is that to you? As for you, follow me.’ So the rumor spread 
among the community of believers that this disciple wouldn’t die. But that isn’t what Jesus said at all. 
He only said, ‘If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is that to you?’ This disciple is the one 
who testifies to these events and has recorded them here. And we know that his account of these 
things is accurate.” John 21:18-24 (NLT) 

2. Love values relationships; pride values winning. 
“...Miriam and Aaron criticized Moses because he had married a Cushite woman. They said, ‘Has the 
Lord spoken only through Moses? Hasn’t he spoken through us, too?’ But the Lord heard them. (Now 
Moses was very humble—more humble than any other person on earth.) ‘...I speak to him face to 
face, clearly… He sees the Lord as he is. So why were you not afraid to criticize my servant Moses?’ 
The Lord was very angry with them, and he departed. As the cloud moved from above the 
Tabernacle, there stood Miriam, her skin as white as snow from leprosy...” Numbers 12:1-10 (NLT) 

3. Love values forgiveness; pride values being right. 
“After some time Paul said to Barnabas, ‘Let’s go back and visit each city where we previously 
preached the word of the Lord, to see how the new believers are doing.’ Barnabas agreed and 
wanted to take along John Mark. But Paul disagreed strongly, since John Mark had deserted them in 
Pamphylia and had not continued with them in their work. Their disagreement was so sharp that they 
separated. Barnabas took John Mark with him and sailed for Cyprus.” Acts 15:36-39 (NLT) 

“…And all of you, dress yourselves in humility as you relate to one another, for ‘God opposes the proud but 
gives grace to the humble.’ So humble yourselves under the mighty power of God, and at the right time he will 
lift you up in honor.” 1 Peter 5:5-6 (NLT) 
“Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. Point out anything in me 
that offends you and lead me along the path of everlasting life.” Psalm 139:23-24 (NLT) 
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