
The Unseen Soldier 
Message 02 in the series, “Lessons from the Life of King David” 

David left his things with the keeper of supplies and hurried out to the ranks to greet his brothers.  As he 
was talking with them, Goliath, the Philistine champion from Gath, came out from the Philistine ranks. 
Then David heard him shout his usual taunt to the army of Israel. As soon as the Israelite army saw him, 
they began to run away in fright. “Have you seen the giant?” the men asked. “He comes out each day to 
defy Israel. The king has offered a huge reward to anyone who kills him. He will give that man one of his 
daughters for a wife, and the man’s entire family will be exempted from paying taxes!” David asked the 
soldiers standing nearby, “What will a man get for killing this Philistine and ending his defiance of Israel? 
Who is this pagan Philistine anyway, that he is allowed to defy the armies of the living God?” And these 
men gave David the same reply. They said, “Yes, that is the reward for killing him.” But when David’s 
oldest brother, Eliab, heard David talking to the men, he was angry. “What are you doing around here 
anyway?” he demanded. “What about those few sheep you’re supposed to be taking care of? I know 
about your pride and deceit. You just want to see the battle!” “What have I done now?” David replied. “I 
was only asking a question!”  He walked over to some others and asked them the same thing and 
received the same answer. Then David’s question was reported to King Saul, and the king sent for him. 
“Don’t worry about this Philistine,” David told Saul. “I’ll go fight him!” “Don’t be ridiculous!” Saul replied. 
“There’s no way you can fight this Philistine and possibly win! You’re only a boy, and he’s been a man of 
war since his youth.” But David persisted. “I have been taking care of my father’s sheep and goats,” he 
said. “When a lion or a bear comes to steal a lamb from the flock, I go after it with a club and rescue the 
lamb from its mouth. If the animal turns on me, I catch it by the jaw and club it to death. I have done this 
to both lions and bears, and I’ll do it to this pagan Philistine, too, for he has defied the armies of the living 
God! The Lord who rescued me from the claws of the lion and the bear will rescue me from this 
Philistine!” Saul finally consented. “All right, go ahead,” he said. “And may the Lord be with you!” Then 
Saul gave David his own armor—a bronze helmet and a coat of mail. David put it on, strapped the sword 
over it, and took a step or two to see what it was like, for he had never worn such things before. “I can’t 
go in these,” he protested to Saul. “I’m not used to them.” So David took them off again. He picked up five 
smooth stones from a stream and put them into his shepherd’s bag. Then, armed only with his shepherd’s 
staff and sling, he started across the valley to fight the Philistine.  1 Samuel 17:22-40 (NLT)  

1. Don’t listen to people who try to intimidate or discourage you from doing what God has called 
you to do.  
He returned to Nazareth, his hometown. When he taught there in the synagogue, everyone was 
amazed and said, “Where does he get this wisdom and the power to do miracles?” Then they scoffed, 
“He’s just the carpenter’s son, and we know Mary, his mother, and his brothers—James, Joseph, 
Simon, and Judas. All his sisters live right here among us. Where did he learn all these things?” And 
they were deeply offended and refused to believe in him. Then Jesus told them, “A prophet is honored 
everywhere except in his own hometown and among his own family.” Matthew 13:54-57 (NLT) 

When Ahab got home, he told Jezebel everything Elijah had done, including the way he had killed all 
the prophets of Baal. So Jezebel sent this message to Elijah: “May the gods strike me and even kill 
me if by this time tomorrow I have not killed you just as you killed them.” Elijah was afraid and fled for 
his life. He went to Beersheba, a town in Judah, and he left his servant there. Then he went on alone 
into the wilderness, traveling all day. He sat down under a solitary broom tree and prayed that he 
might die. “I have had enough, Lord,” he said. “Take my life, for I am no better than my ancestors who 
have already died.” 1 Kings 19:1-4 (NLT) 

“Am I now trying to win the approval of human beings, or of God? Or am I trying to please people? If I 
were still trying to please people, I would not be a servant of Christ.” Galatians 1:10 (NIV) 

2. God rewards faithfulness with greater responsibility.  
“After a long time their master returned from his trip and called them to give an account of how they 
had used his money. The servant to whom he had entrusted the five bags of silver came forward with 
five more and said, ‘Master, you gave me five bags of silver to invest, and I have earned five more.’ 
The master was full of praise. ‘Well done, my good and faithful servant. You have been faithful in 
handling this small amount, so now I will give you many more responsibilities. Let’s celebrate 
together!’ The servant who had received the two bags of silver came forward and said, ‘Master, you 



gave me two bags of silver to invest, and I have earned two more.’ The master said, ‘Well done, my 
good and faithful servant. You have been faithful in handling this small amount, so now I will give you 
many more responsibilities. Let’s celebrate together!’ Then the servant with the one bag of silver 
came and said, ‘Master, I knew you were a harsh man, harvesting crops you didn’t plant and 
gathering crops you didn’t cultivate. I was afraid I would lose your money, so I hid it in the earth. Look, 
here is your money back.’ But the master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy servant! If you knew I 
harvested crops I didn’t plant and gathered crops I didn’t cultivate, why didn’t you deposit my money 
in the bank? At least I could have gotten some interest on it.’ Then he ordered, ‘Take the money from 
this servant, and give it to the one with the ten bags of silver.’ To those who use well what they are 
given, even more will be given, and they will have an abundance. But from those who do nothing, 
even what little they have will be taken away.” Matthew 25:19-29 (NLT) 

“Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest with 
very little will also be dishonest with much.” Luke 16:10 (NIV) 

3. You can’t use someone else’s armor to fight your battles.  
A group of Jews was traveling from town to town casting out evil spirits. They tried to use the name of 
the Lord Jesus in their incantation, saying, “I command you in the name of Jesus, whom Paul 
preaches, to come out!” Seven sons of Sceva, a leading priest, were doing this. But one time when 
they tried it, the evil spirit replied, “I know Jesus, and I know Paul, but who are you?” Then the man 
with the evil spirit leaped on them, overpowered them, and attacked them with such violence that they 
fled from the house, naked and battered. Acts 19:13-16 (NLT) 

“…God is strong, and he wants you strong. So take everything the Master has set out for you, well-
made weapons of the best materials. And put them to use so you will be able to stand up to 
everything the Devil throws your way. This is no weekend war that we’ll walk away from and forget 
about in a couple of hours. This is for keeps, a life-or-death fight to the finish against the Devil and all 
his angels. Be prepared. You’re up against far more than you can handle on your own. Take all the 
help you can get, every weapon God has issued, so that when it’s all over but the shouting you’ll still 
be on your feet. Truth, righteousness, peace, faith, and salvation are more than words. Learn how to 
apply them. You’ll need them throughout your life. God’s Word is an indispensable weapon. In the 
same way, prayer is essential in this ongoing warfare. Pray hard and long. Pray for your brothers and 
sisters. Keep your eyes open. Keep each other’s spirits up so that no one falls behind or drops out.”  

Ephesians 6:10-18 (MSG) 
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