The Jealous King

Message 04 in the series, “Lessons from the Life of King David”
From that day on Saul kept David with him and wouldn’t let him return home….Whatever Saul asked
David to do, David did it successfully. So Saul made him a commander over the men of war, an
appointment that was welcomed by the people and Saul’s officers alike. When the victorious Israelite
army was returning home after David had killed the Philistine, women from all the towns of Israel came
out to meet King Saul. They sang and danced for joy with tambourines and cymbals. This was their song:
“Saul has killed his thousands, and David his ten thousands!” This made Saul very angry. “What’s this?”
he said. “They credit David with ten thousands and me with only thousands. Next they’ll be making him
their king!” So from that time on Saul kept a jealous eye on David. The very next day a tormenting spirit
from God overwhelmed Saul, and he began to rave in his house like a madman. David was playing the
harp, as he did each day. But Saul had a spear in his hand, and he suddenly hurled it at David, intending
to pin him to the wall. But David escaped him twice. Saul was then afraid of David, for the Lord was with
David and had turned away from Saul. Finally, Saul sent him away and appointed him commander over
1,000 men, and David faithfully led his troops into battle. David continued to succeed in everything he did,
for the Lord was with him. When Saul recognized this, he became even more afraid of him. But all Israel
and Judah loved David because he was so successful at leading his troops into battle. One day Saul said
to David, “I am ready to give you my older daughter, Merab, as your wife. But first you must prove yourself
to be a real warrior by fighting the Lord’s battles.” For Saul thought, “I’ll send him out against the
Philistines and let them kill him rather than doing it myself.” “Who am I, and what is my family in Israel
that I should be the king’s son-in-law?” David exclaimed. “My father’s family is nothing!” So when the time
came for Saul to give his daughter Merab in marriage to David, he gave her instead to Adriel, a man from
Meholah. In the meantime, Saul’s daughter Michal had fallen in love with David, and Saul was delighted
when he heard about it. “Here’s another chance to see him killed by the Philistines!” Saul said to himself.
But to David he said, “Today you have a second chance to become my son-in-law!” Then Saul told his
men to say to David, “The king really likes you, and so do we. Why don’t you accept the king’s offer and
become his son-in-law?” When Saul’s men said these things to David, he replied, “How can a poor man
from a humble family afford the bride price for the daughter of a king?” When Saul’s men reported this
back to the king, he told them, “Tell David that all I want for the bride price is 100 Philistine foreskins!
Vengeance on my enemies is all I really want.” But what Saul had in mind was that David would be killed
in the fight. David was delighted to accept the offer. Before the time limit expired, he and his men went out
and killed 200 Philistines. Then David fulfilled the king’s requirement by presenting all their foreskins to
him. So Saul gave his daughter Michal to David to be his wife. When Saul realized that the Lord was with
David and how much his daughter Michal loved him, Saul became even more afraid of him, and he
remained David’s enemy for the rest of his life. Every time the commanders of the Philistines attacked,
David was more successful against them than all the rest of Saul’s officers. So David’s name became
very famous. 1 Samuel 18:2-30 (NLT)
1. Jealousy is a powerful force that can destroy us if left unchecked.
“For jealousy and selfishness are not God’s kind of wisdom. Such things are earthly, unspiritual, and
demonic. For wherever there is jealousy and selfish ambition, there you will find disorder and evil of
every kind.” James 3:15-16 (NLT)
“What is causing the quarrels and fights among you? Don’t they come from the evil desires at war
within you? You want what you don’t have, so you scheme and kill to get it. You are jealous of what
others have, but you can’t get it, so you fight and wage war to take it away from them. Yet you don’t
have what you want because you don’t ask God for it. And even when you ask, you don’t get it
because your motives are all wrong—you want only what will give you pleasure.” James 4:1-3 (NLT)
“Pay careful attention to your own work, for then you will get the satisfaction of a job well done, and
you won’t need to compare yourself to anyone else. For we are each responsible for our own
conduct.” Galatians 6:4-5 (NLT)
Note: Many times we fulfill our own negative prophecy!
2. God rewards humility.
"Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters, since
you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are
serving.” Colossians 3:23-24 (NIV)
“The reward for humility and fear of the Lord is riches and honor and life.” Proverbs 22:4 (ESV)
“Pride ends in humiliation, while humility brings honor.” Proverbs 29:23 (NLT)
“For those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.”
Luke 14:11 (NLT)

3. No one can keep us from fulfilling God’s purpose for our lives except us.
“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand, that we should walk in them." Ephesians 2:10 (NASB)
“The Israelites had traveled in the wilderness for forty years until all the men who were old enough to
fight in battle when they left Egypt had died. For they had disobeyed the Lord, and the Lord vowed he
would not let them enter the land he had sworn to give us—a land flowing with milk and honey. So
Joshua circumcised their sons—those who had grown up to take their fathers’ places—for they had
not been circumcised on the way to the Promised Land.” Joshua 5:6-7 (NLT)
Tommy Green ● 10-24-21 ● tommy.green@gracefm.org

