
Empowered  
Lesson 01 in the series, “Empowered” 

In my first book I told you, Theophilus, about everything Jesus began to do and teach until the day he was 
taken up to heaven after giving his chosen apostles further instructions through the Holy Spirit. During the 
forty days after he suffered and died, he appeared to the apostles from time to time, and he proved to 
them in many ways that he was actually alive. And he talked to them about the Kingdom of God. Once 
when he was eating with them, he commanded them, ‘Do not leave Jerusalem until the Father sends you 
the gift he promised, as I told you before. John baptized with water, but in just a few days you will be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ So when the apostles were with Jesus, they kept asking him, ‘Lord, has the 
time come for you to free Israel and restore our kingdom?’ He replied, ‘The Father alone has the authority 
to set those dates and times, and they are not for you to know. But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, 
throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ After saying this, he was taken up into a 
cloud while they were watching, and they could no longer see him. As they strained to see him rising into 
heaven, two white-robed men suddenly stood among them. ‘Men of Galilee,’ they said, 'why are you 
standing here staring into heaven? Jesus has been taken from you into heaven, but someday he will 
return from heaven in the same way you saw him go!’ Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the 
Mount of Olives, a distance of half a mile. When they arrived, they went to the upstairs room of the house 
where they were staying. …They all met together and were constantly united in prayer, along with Mary 
the mother of Jesus, several other women, and the brothers of Jesus. During this time, when about 120 
believers were together in one place…" Acts 1:1-15 (NLT) 

A. Right before Jesus ascended to heaven, He gave His followers an assignment.  

“…go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and 
the Holy Spirit.Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you…’”            
Matthew 28:18-20 (NLT) 

“And then he told them, ‘Go into all the world and preach the Good News to everyone.’”                       
Mark 16:15 (NLT) 

“As the Father has sent me, so I am sending you.” John 20:21 (NLT) 

“...the Messiah must suffer and must rise from death three days later, and in his name the message 
about repentance and the forgiveness of sins must be preached to all nations.” Luke 24:46-47 (GNT) 

Note: God’s assignment for me is to tell others about Jesus. 

“For God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, no longer counting people’s sins against 
them. And he gave us this wonderful message of reconciliation. So we are Christ’s ambassadors; 
God is making his appeal through us. We speak for Christ when we plead, ‘Come back to God!’”         
2 Corinthians 5:19-20 (NLT) 

“For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in 
advance for us to do.” Ephesians 2:10 (NIV) 

B. Jesus knew the only way we could accomplish the task He had given us was for us to be empowered 
by the Holy Spirit. 

Empower: to put power into 

1. The Holy Spirit empowers us with boldness. 

“After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with 
the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.” Acts 4:31 (NIV) 

2. The Holy Spirit empowers us with supernatural wisdom to know where to go and what to say.  

As for Philip, an angel of the Lord said to him, “Go south down the desert road that runs from 
Jerusalem to Gaza.” So he started out, and he met the treasurer of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great 
authority under the Kandake, the queen of Ethiopia. The eunuch had gone to Jerusalem to 
worship, and he was now returning. Seated in his carriage, he was reading aloud from the book 
of the prophet Isaiah. The Holy Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and walk along beside the carriage.” 
Philip ran over and heard the man reading from the prophet Isaiah. Philip asked, “Do you 



understand what you are reading?” The man replied, “How can I, unless someone instructs me?” 
… So beginning with this same Scripture, Philip told him the Good News about Jesus. As they 
rode along, they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “Look! There’s some water! Why 
can’t I be baptized?” He ordered the carriage to stop, and they went down into the water, and 
Philip baptized him. Acts 8:26-38 (NLT) 

“… don’t worry about how to defend yourself or what to say, for the Holy Spirit will teach you at 
that time what needs to be said.” Luke 12:11-12 (NLT) 

3. The Holy Spirit empowers us with supernatural gifts. 

“But if all of you are prophesying, and unbelievers or people who don’t understand these things 
come into your meeting, they will be convicted of sin and judged by what you say. As they listen, 
their secret thoughts will be exposed, and they will fall to their knees and worship God, declaring, 
“God is truly here among you.” 1 Corinthians 14:24-25 (NLT) 

4. The Holy Spirit empowers our words and actions.   

“But now I am going away to the one who sent me, and not one of you is asking where I am 
going. Instead, you grieve because of what I’ve told you. But in fact, it is best for you that I go 
away, because if I don’t, the Advocate (the Holy Spirit) won’t come. If I do go away, then I will 
send him to you. And when he comes, he will convict the world of its sin, and of God’s 
righteousness, and of the coming judgment. The world’s sin is that it refuses to believe in me. 
John 16:5-9 (NLT) 

Note: It’s our task to love others and tell them about Jesus; it’s the Holy Spirit’s task to convict 
and change them.  

C. The disciples did two important things right after Jesus ascended:  

1. They obeyed. 

“If you love me, you will obey my commandments.” John 14:15 (GWT) 

“So Jesus said to those Jews who believed in him, ‘If you live by what I say, you are truly my 
disciples.’" John 8:31 (GWT) 

2. They prayed. 

“When I think of all this, I fall to my knees and pray to the Father, the Creator of everything in 
heaven and on earth. I pray that from his glorious, unlimited resources he will empower you with 
inner strength through his Spirit. Then Christ will make his home in your hearts as you trust in 
him. Your roots will grow down into God’s love and keep you strong. And may you have the power 
to understand, as all God’s people should, how wide, how long, how high, and how deep his love 
is. May you experience the love of Christ, though it is too great to understand fully. Then you will 
be made complete with all the fullness of life and power that comes from God. Now all glory to 
God, who is able, through his mighty power at work within us, to accomplish infinitely more than 
we might ask or think.” Ephesians 3:14-20 (NLT) 

“…Stay alert and be persistent in your prayers for all believers everywhere. And pray for me, too. 
Ask God to give me the right words so I can boldly explain God’s mysterious plan… I am in 
chains now, still preaching this message as God’s ambassador. So pray that I will keep on 
speaking boldly for him, as I should.”      Ephesians 6:18-20 (NLT) 
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