
The Promise  
Lesson 02 in the series, “Empowered” 

A. The Holy Spirit is unleashed upon the church.    

“On the day of Pentecost all the believers were meeting together in one place. Suddenly, there was a 
sound from heaven like the roaring of a mighty windstorm, and it filled the house where they were 
sitting.Then, what looked like flames or tongues of fire appeared and settled on each of them. And 
everyone present was filled with the Holy Spirit and began speaking in other languages, as the Holy Spirit 
gave them this ability.” Acts 2:1-4 (NLT) 

Note: Pentecost is a Jewish holiday that commemorates the giving of the Torah (the first five books in the 
Hebrew Bible) to Moses at Mount Sinai. 

Note: Pentecost is a Christian holiday that commemorates the giving of the Holy Spirit to the church.  

“But the time is coming—indeed it’s here now—when true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and 
in truth. The Father is looking for those who will worship him that way. For God is Spirit, so those who 
worship him must worship in spirit and in truth.” John 4:23-24 (NLT) 

Note: To be effective, we must be believers who are grounded in the Word and led and empowered by the 
Spirit.  

“Oh, how I love your instructions! I think about them all day long. Your commands make me wiser than my 
enemies, for they are my constant guide. Yes, I have more insight than my teachers, for I am always 
thinking of your laws. I am even wiser than my elders, for I have kept your commandments. I have 
refused to walk on any evil path, so that I may remain obedient to your word. I haven’t turned away from 
your regulations, for you have taught me well. How sweet your words taste to me; they are sweeter than 
honey. Your commandments give me understanding; no wonder I hate every false way of life. Your word 
is a lamp to guide my feet and a light for my path.” Psalms 119:97-105 (NLT) 

“All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize what is 
wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right. God uses it to 
prepare and equip his people to do every good work.” 2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NLT) 

“For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.” Romans 8:14 (ESV) 

“To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. For to one is given through the 
Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, to 
another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to another the working of 
miracles, to another prophecy, to another the ability to distinguish between spirits, to another various 
kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. All these are empowered by one and the same 
Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as he wills.” 1 Corinthians 12:7-11 (ESV)  

B.  Peter explains what is happening.  

At that time there were devout Jews from every nation living in Jerusalem. When they heard the loud 
noise, everyone came running, and they were bewildered to hear their own languages being spoken by 
the believers. They were completely amazed. “How can this be?" they exclaimed. “These people are all 
from Galilee, and yet we hear them speaking in our own native languages!” They stood there amazed and 
perplexed. “What can this mean?” they asked each other. But others in the crowd ridiculed them, saying, 
“They’re just drunk, that’s all!” Then Peter stepped forward with the eleven other apostles and shouted to 
the crowd, “Listen carefully, all of you, fellow Jews and residents of Jerusalem! Make no mistake about 
this. These people are not drunk, as some of you are assuming. Nine o’clock in the morning is much too 
early for that. No, what you see was predicted long ago by the prophet Joel: ‘In the last days,’ God says, ‘I 
will pour out my Spirit upon all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy. Your young men will see 
visions, and your old men will dream dreams. In those days I will pour out my Spirit even on my servants
—men and women alike— and they will prophesy. And I will cause wonders in the heavens above and 
signs on the earth below— blood and fire and clouds of smoke. The sun will become dark, and the moon 
will turn blood red before that great and glorious day of the Lord arrives. But everyone who calls on the 
name of the Lord will be saved.’” Acts 2:5-8, 12-21 (NLT) 

Note: When the Holy Spirit was poured out on Pentecost, God was fulfilling a promise!  

“And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, who will never leave you. He is the Holy 
Spirit, who leads into all truth. The world cannot receive him, because it isn’t looking for him and doesn’t 
recognize him. But you know him, because he lives with you now and later will be in you.”  
                                                                                                                                       John 14:16-17 (NLT) 



Note: God’s promised He would pour out His Spirit on all flesh, that includes you and me!  

Note: We must continually ask God to pour out His Spirit on us!   

“And so I tell you, keep on asking, and you will receive what you ask for. Keep on seeking, and you will 
find. Keep on knocking, and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks, receives. Everyone 
who seeks, finds. And to everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. You fathers—if your children ask 
for a fish, do you give them a snake instead? Or if they ask for an egg, do you give them a scorpion? Of 
course not! So if you sinful people know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your 
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him.” Luke 11:9-13 (NLT) 

“Stop getting drunk with wine, which leads to wild living, but keep on being filled with the Spirit."   
                                                                                                                                     Ephesians 5:18 (ISV)  
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