
The First Gospel Sermon  
Lesson 03 in the series, “Empowered” 

“God raised Jesus from the dead, and we are all witnesses of this. Now he is exalted to the place of 
highest honor in heaven, at God’s right hand. And the Father, as he had promised, gave him the Holy 
Spirit to pour out upon us, just as you see and hear today. For David himself never ascended into heaven, 
yet he said, “The Lord said to my Lord, ‘Sit in the place of honor at my right hand until I humble your 
enemies, making them a footstool under your feet.’” “So let everyone in Israel know for certain that God 
has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, to be both Lord and Messiah!” Peter’s words pierced their 
hearts, and they said to him and to the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” Peter replied, 
“Each of you must repent of your sins and turn to God, and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for 
the forgiveness of your sins. Then you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. This promise is to you, to 
your children, and to those far away—all who have been called by the Lord our God.” Then Peter 
continued preaching for a long time, strongly urging all his listeners, “Save yourselves from this crooked 
generation!” Those who believed what Peter said were baptized and added to the church that day—about 
3,000 in all. All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, and to fellowship, and to 
sharing in meals… all the believers met together in one place and shared everything they had. They sold 
their property and possessions and shared the money with those in need. They worshiped together at the 
Temple each day, met in homes for the Lord’s Supper, and shared their meals with great joy and 
generosity all the while praising God and enjoying the goodwill of all the people. And each day the Lord 
added to their fellowship those who were being saved. Acts 2:32-42, 44-47 (NLT) 

I.  The Message: Jesus is alive, and He is both Messiah and Lord. 
A. Messiah - is a saviour or liberator of a group of people.  

“For God in all his fullness was pleased to live in Christ, and through him God reconciled 
everything to himself. He made peace with everything in heaven and on earth by means of 
Christ’s blood on the cross. This includes you who were once far away from God. You were his 
enemies, separated from him by your evil thoughts and actions. Yet now he has reconciled you to 
himself through the death of Christ in his physical body. As a result, he has brought you into his 
own presence, and you are holy and blameless as you stand before him without a single fault. 
But you must continue to believe this truth and stand firmly in it. Don’t drift away from the 
assurance you received when you heard the Good News. The Good News has been preached all 
over the world, and I, Paul, have been appointed as God’s servant to proclaim it.” 
                                                                                                                  Colossians 1:19-23 (NLT) 

B.   Lord - someone or something having power, authority, or influence; a master or ruler. 

“Christ is the visible image of the invisible God. He existed before anything was created and is 
supreme over all creation, for through him God created everything in the heavenly realms and on 
earth. He made the things we can see and the things we can’t see—such as thrones, kingdoms, 
rulers, and authorities in the unseen world. Everything was created through him and for him. He 
existed before anything else, and he holds all creation together.” Colossians 1:15-17 (NLT) 

II. The Invitation: Repent, turn back to God and be baptized.  
A. Repent - 1) to change the way you think 2) to turn from your sin and dedicate yourself to 

reforming your life   

“The time promised by God has come at last!” he announced. “The Kingdom of God is near! 
Repent of your sins and believe the Good News!” Mark 1:15 (NLT) 

“I have had one message for Jews and Greeks alike—the necessity of repenting from sin and 
turning to God, and of having faith in our Lord Jesus.” Acts 20:21 (NLT) 

“In the same way, there is more joy in heaven over one lost sinner who repents and returns to 
God than over ninety-nine others who are righteous and haven’t strayed away!” Luke 15:7 (NLT) 

B. Baptism - to be immersed in water as an outward symbol of an inward act of:  

• being made clean (Titus 3:4-7) 
• death and resurrection life (Romans 6:3-6)  
• belonging to God (1 Corinthians 6:19-20)  
• commitment to God (Romans 10:9-10) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salvation


“…have you forgotten that when we were joined with Christ Jesus in baptism, we joined him in his 
death? For we died and were buried with Christ by baptism. And just as Christ was raised from 
the dead by the glorious power of the Father, now we also may live new lives. Since we have 
been united with him in his death, we will also be raised to life as he was. We know that our old 
sinful selves were crucified with Christ so that sin might lose its power in our lives. We are no 
longer slaves to sin.” Romans 6:3-6 (NLT) 

“For you are to be his witness, telling everyone what you have seen and heard. What are you 
waiting for? Get up and be baptized. Have your sins washed away by calling on the name of the 
Lord.” Acts 22:15-16 (NLT) 

III. The Response:  they believed, repented, and openly declared their faith through baptism. 
“If you openly declare that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, 
you will be saved. For it is by believing in your heart that you are made right with God, and it is by 
openly declaring your faith that you are saved.” Romans 10:9-10 (NLT) 

Note: Part of the evidence of repentance is good deeds.  

What good is it, dear brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but don’t show it by your actions? 
Can that kind of faith save anyone? …faith by itself isn’t enough. Unless it produces good deeds, it is 
dead and useless. Now someone may argue, “Some people have faith; others have good deeds.” But 
I say, “How can you show me your faith if you don’t have good deeds? I will show you my faith by my 
good deeds.” You say you have faith, for you believe that there is one God. Good for you! Even the 
demons believe this, and they tremble in terror. How foolish! Can’t you see that faith without good 
deeds is useless? Don’t you remember that our ancestor Abraham was shown to be right with God by 
his actions when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? You see, his faith and his actions worked 
together. His actions made his faith complete. And so it happened just as the Scriptures say: 
“Abraham believed God, and God counted him as righteous because of his faith.” He was even called 
the friend of God. So you see, we are shown to be right with God by what we do, not by faith alone. 
James 2:14, 17-24 (NLT) 
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