
Attributes of an Empowered Believer   
Lesson 04 in the series, “Empowered” 

A. Peter and John get interrupted on their way to a prayer meeting.  

“Peter and John went to the Temple one afternoon to take part in the three o’clock prayer service. As 
they approached the Temple, a man lame from birth was being carried in. Each day he was put 
beside the Temple gate, the one called the Beautiful Gate, so he could beg from the people going into 
the Temple. When he saw Peter and John about to enter, he asked them for some money. Peter and 
John looked at him intently, and Peter said, ‘Look at us!’ The lame man looked at them eagerly, 
expecting some money. But Peter said, ‘I don’t have any silver or gold for you. But I’ll give you what I 
have. In the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, get up and walk!’ Then Peter took the lame man by 
the right hand and helped him up. And as he did, the man’s feet and ankles were instantly healed and 
strengthened. He jumped up, stood on his feet, and began to walk! Then, walking, leaping, and 
praising God, he went into the Temple with them. All the people saw him walking and heard him 
praising God. When they realized he was the lame beggar they had seen so often at the Beautiful 
Gate, they were absolutely astounded! They all rushed out in amazement to Solomon’s Colonnade, 
where the man was holding tightly to Peter and John. Peter saw his opportunity and addressed the 
crowd…” Acts 3:1-12 (NLT) 

1. Believers who are empowered by the Holy Spirit are people of prayer.  

“Pray in the Spirit at all times and on every occasion. Stay alert and be persistent in your prayers 
for all believers everywhere.” Ephesians 6:18 (NLT) 

2. Believers who are empowered by the Holy Spirit look for opportunities to share God’s love.  

“Make good use of every opportunity you have, because these are evil days.” 
                                                                                                                       Ephesians 5:16 (GNT) 

“So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone…” Galatians 6:10 (ESV) 

B. Peter and John get arrested.  

“While Peter and John were speaking to the people, they were confronted by the priests, the captain 
of the Temple guard, and some of the Sadducees. These leaders were very disturbed that Peter and 
John were teaching the people that through Jesus there is a resurrection of the dead. They arrested 
them and, since it was already evening, put them in jail until morning. But many of the people who 
heard their message believed it, so the number of men who believed now totaled about 5,000. The 
next day the council of all the rulers and elders and teachers of religious law met in Jerusalem. …
They brought in the two disciples and demanded, ‘By what power, or in whose name, have you done 
this?’ Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, ‘Rulers and elders of our people, are we 
being questioned today because we’ve done a good deed for a crippled man? Do you want to know 
how he was healed? Let me clearly state to all of you and to all the people of Israel that he was 
healed by the powerful name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, the man you crucified but whom God 
raised from the dead…’ The members of the council were amazed when they saw the boldness of 
Peter and John, for they could see that they were ordinary men with no special training in the 
Scriptures. They also recognized them as men who had been with Jesus. But since they could see 
the man who had been healed standing right there among them, there was nothing the council could 
say. So they ordered Peter and John out of the council chamber and conferred among themselves. 
‘What should we do with these men?’ they asked each other. ‘We can’t deny that they have 
performed a miraculous sign, and everybody in Jerusalem knows about it. But to keep them from 
spreading their propaganda any further, we must warn them not to speak to anyone in Jesus’ name 
again.’ So they called the apostles back in and commanded them never again to speak or teach in the 
name of Jesus. But Peter and John replied, ‘Do you think God wants us to obey you rather than him? 
We cannot stop telling about everything we have seen and heard.’” Acts 4:1-5, 7-10, 13-20 (NLT) 

1. Believers who are empowered by the Holy Spirit point people to Jesus, not themselves.  

…John’s disciples came to him and said, “Rabbi, the man you met on the other side of the Jordan 
River, the one you identified as the Messiah, is also baptizing people. And everybody is going to 
him instead of coming to us.” John replied, “No one can receive anything unless God gives it from 
heaven. You yourselves know how plainly I told you, ‘I am not the Messiah. I am only here to 
prepare the way for him.’ It is the bridegroom who marries the bride, and the bridegroom’s friend 
is simply glad to stand with him and hear his vows. Therefore, I am filled with joy at his success. 
He must become greater and greater, and I must become less and less.” 
                                                                                                                            John 3:26-30 (NLT) 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+6%3A10&version=ESV


2. Believers who are empowered by the Holy Spirit spend time with Jesus. 

“The apostles returned to Jesus from their ministry tour and told him all they had done and taught. 
Then Jesus said, ‘Let’s go off by ourselves to a quiet place and rest awhile.’ He said this because 
there were so many people coming and going that Jesus and his apostles didn’t even have time 
to eat. So they left by boat for a quiet place, where they could be alone.” Mark 6:30-32 (NLT) 

“Does a young woman forget her jewelry, or a bride her wedding dress? Yet for years on end my 
people have forgotten me.” Jeremiah 2:32 (NLT) 

3. Believers who are empowered by the Holy Spirit care more about God’s approval than peoples’. 

"Obviously, I’m not trying to win the approval of people, but of God. If pleasing people were my 
goal, I would not be Christ’s servant.” Galatians 1:10 (NLT) 
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