
Shipwrecked

Lesson 15 in the series, “Empowered” 


A. Paul in the midst of a storm. 

We had several days of slow sailing, and after great difficulty we finally neared Cnidus. But the wind was 
against us, so we sailed across to Crete and along the sheltered coast of the island, past the cape of 
Salmone. We struggled along the coast with great difficulty and finally arrived at Fair Havens, near the 
town of Lasea. We had lost a lot of time. The weather was becoming dangerous for sea travel because it 
was so late in the fall, and Paul spoke to the ship’s officers about it. “Men,” he said, “I believe there is 
trouble ahead if we go on—shipwreck, loss of cargo, and danger to our lives as well.” But the officer in 
charge of the prisoners listened more to the ship’s captain and the owner than to Paul… But the weather 
changed abruptly, and a wind of typhoon strength (called a “northeaster”) burst across the island and blew 
us out to sea. The sailors couldn’t turn the ship into the wind, so they gave up and let it run before the 
gale. We sailed along the sheltered side of a small island named Cauda, where with great difficulty we 
hoisted aboard the lifeboat being towed behind us. Then the sailors bound ropes around the hull of the 
ship to strengthen it. They were afraid of being driven across to the sandbars of Syrtis off the African 
coast, so they lowered the sea anchor to slow the ship and were driven before the wind. The next day, as 
gale-force winds continued to batter the ship, the crew began throwing the cargo overboard. The following 
day they even took some of the ship’s gear and threw it overboard. The terrible storm raged for many 
days, blotting out the sun and the stars, until at last all hope was gone. No one had eaten for a long time. 
Finally, Paul called the crew together and said, “Men, you should have listened to me in the first place and 
not left Crete. You would have avoided all this damage and loss. But take courage! None of you will lose 
your lives, even though the ship will go down. For last night an angel of the God to whom I belong and 
whom I serve stood beside me, and he said, ‘Don’t be afraid, Paul, for you will surely stand trial before 
Caesar! What’s more, God in his goodness has granted safety to everyone sailing with you.’ So take 
courage! For I believe God. It will be just as he said. But we will be shipwrecked on an island.”… Then the 
sailors tried to abandon the ship; they lowered the lifeboat as though they were going to put out anchors 
from the front of the ship. But Paul said to the commanding officer and the soldiers, “You will all die unless 
the sailors stay aboard.” So the soldiers cut the ropes to the lifeboat and let it drift away. Just as day was 
dawning, Paul urged everyone to eat. “You have been so worried that you haven’t touched food for two 
weeks,” he said. “Please eat something now for your own good. For not a hair of your heads will perish.” 
Then he took some bread, gave thanks to God before them all, and broke off a piece and ate it. Then 
everyone was encouraged and began to eat— all 276 of us who were on board. After eating, the crew 
lightened the ship further by throwing the cargo of wheat overboard. The soldiers wanted to kill the 
prisoners to make sure they didn’t swim ashore and escape. But the commanding officer wanted to spare 
Paul, so he didn’t let them carry out their plan. Then he ordered all who could swim to jump overboard 
first and make for land. The others held on to planks or debris from the broken ship. So everyone 
escaped safely to shore. Acts 27:7-44 (NLT)


1. Leadership is more about influence and attitude than position and title. 

“You know that the rulers in this world lord it over their people, and officials flaunt their authority over 
those under them. But among you it will be different. Whoever wants to be a leader among you must be 
your servant, and whoever wants to be first among you must become your slave. For even the Son of 
Man came not to be served but to serve others and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

                                                                                                                                 Matthew 20:25-28 (NLT)


2. Storms often reveal leaders. 

“Jeroboam was a very capable young man, and when Solomon saw how industrious he was, he put him 
in charge of the labor force from the tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh, the descendants of Joseph.” 

                                                                                                                                        1 Kings 11:28 (NLT)


“Do you see a man skillful in his work? He will stand before kings; he will not stand before obscure men.”  

                                                                                                                                     Proverbs 22:29 (ESV)


3. Good leaders solve problems and distribute hope.

“From a wise mind comes wise speech; the words of the wise are persuasive. Kind words are like honey 
sweet to the soul and healthy for the body.” Proverbs 16:23-24 (NLT)


B. Paul on Malta. 




“Once we were safe on shore, we learned that we were on the island of Malta. The people of the island 
were very kind to us. It was cold and rainy, so they built a fire on the shore to welcome us. As Paul 
gathered an armful of sticks and was laying them on the fire, a poisonous snake, driven out by the heat, 
bit him on the hand. The people of the island saw it hanging from his hand and said to each other, ‘A 
murderer, no doubt! Though he escaped the sea, justice will not permit him to live.’ But Paul shook off the 
snake into the fire and was unharmed. The people waited for him to swell up or suddenly drop dead. But 
when they had waited a long time and saw that he wasn’t harmed, they changed their minds and decided 
he was a god. Near the shore where we landed was an estate belonging to Publius, the chief official of 
the island. He welcomed us and treated us kindly for three days. As it happened, Publius’s father was ill 
with fever and dysentery. Paul went in and prayed for him, and laying his hands on him, he healed him. 
Then all the other sick people on the island came and were healed. As a result we were showered with 
honors, and when the time came to sail, people supplied us with everything we would need for the trip.” 

                                                                                                                                          Acts 28:1-10 (NLT)


1. The world is watching to see if our lives line up with our message. 


“Live wisely among those who are not believers, and make the most of every opportunity. Let your 
conversation be gracious and attractive so that you will have the right response for everyone.” 
                                                                                                                                   Colossians 4:5-6 (NLT)

“Do everything without complaining or arguing, so that you may be innocent and pure as God's perfect 
children, who live in a world of corrupt and sinful people. You must shine among them like stars lighting 
up the sky, as you offer them the message of life.” Philippians 2:14-16 (GNBUK)
2. Difficult circumstances often create opportunities to share God’s love.

“Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, making the best use of the time, because 
the days are evil.” Ephesians 5:15-16 (ESV) 
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