
Purpose 
Lesson 01 in the series, “Purpose” 

A. Unless we discover God’s purpose for our lives, the things we do will feel meaningless and 
unsatisfying.  
“I also tried to find meaning by building huge homes for myself and by planting beautiful vineyards. I 
made gardens and parks, filling them with all kinds of fruit trees. I built reservoirs to collect the water 
to irrigate my many flourishing groves... I also owned large herds and flocks, more than any of the 
kings who had lived in Jerusalem before me. I collected great sums of silver and gold, the treasure of 
many kings and provinces. I hired wonderful singers, both men and women, and had many beautiful 
concubines. I had everything a man could desire! … Anything I wanted, I would take. I denied myself 
no pleasure. I even found great pleasure in hard work, a reward for all my labors. But as I looked at 
everything I had worked so hard to accomplish, it was all so meaningless—like chasing the wind. 
There was nothing really worthwhile anywhere.” Ecclesiastes 2:4-11 (NLT)  

B.  God has a purpose for you and me. 
“The Lord has made everything for his own purposes...” Proverbs 16:4 (NLT) 

“For everything comes from him and exists by his power and is intended for his glory. All glory to him 
forever! Amen.” Romans 11:36 (NLT) 

“I cry out to God Most High, to God who will fulfill his purpose for me.” Psalm 57:2 (NLT) 

C.  Biblical purposes for which God created us: 
1. We were all created to love, worship, and have a relationship with God. 

“You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your mind. This is the 
first and greatest commandment.” Matthew 22:37-38 (NLT) 

“You are worthy, O Lord our God, to receive glory and honor and power. For you created all 
things, and they exist because you created what you pleased.” Revelation 4:11 (NLT) 

“But when the right time came, God sent his Son, born of a woman, subject to the law. God sent 
him to buy freedom for us who were slaves to the law, so that he could adopt us as his very own 
children. And because we are his children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, 
prompting us to call out, ‘Abba, Father.’ Now you are no longer a slave but God’s own child. And 
since you are his child, God has made you his heir.” Galatians 4:4-7 (NLT) 

“Remain united to me, and I will remain united to you. A branch cannot bear fruit by itself; it can 
do so only if it remains in the vine. In the same way you cannot bear fruit unless you remain in 
me.” John 15:4 (GNT) 

Note: Though we all have the same purpose to love, worship, and have a relationship with God, 
our expression of that purpose will be unique and personal.  

2. We were all created to love, encourage, and serve each other as part of God’s family. 

“A second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’” Matthew 22:39 (NLT) 

“Most important of all, continue to show deep love for each other, for love covers a multitude of 
sins.” 1 Peter 4:8 (NLT) 

“…encourage one another and help one another, just as you are now doing.”  
                                                                                                              1 Thessalonians 5:11 (GNT) 

“God has given each of you a gift from his great variety of spiritual gifts. Use them well to serve 
one another. Do you have the gift of speaking? Then speak as though God himself were speaking 
through you. Do you have the gift of helping others? Do it with all the strength and energy that 
God supplies. Then everything you do will bring glory to God through Jesus Christ...”  
                                                                                                                         1 Peter 4:10-11 (NLT) 

Note: Though we all have the same purpose to love, encourage, and serve each other as part of 
God’s family, He has given each of us unique personalities, experiences, and gifts to fulfill that 
purpose.  

3. We were all created to grow spiritually and become like Christ. 



“For God knew his people in advance, and he chose them to become like his Son, so that his Son 
would be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters.” Romans 8:29 (NLT) 

“And now, just as you accepted Christ Jesus as your Lord, you must continue to follow him. Let 
your roots grow down into him, and let your lives be built on him. Then your faith will grow strong 
in the truth you were taught, and you will overflow with thankfulness.” Colossians 2:6-7 (NLT) 

Note: Though we all have the same purpose to grow spiritually and become like Christ, that 
process will look different for each of us.   

4. We were all created to be ambassadors for God and His Kingdom. 

“So we are Christ’s ambassadors; God is making his appeal through us. We speak for Christ 
when we plead, “‘Come back to God!’” 2 Corinthians 5:20 (NLT) 

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my witnesses, 
telling people about me everywhere...” Acts 1:8 (NLT) 

“This same Good News that came to you is going out all over the world. It is bearing fruit 
everywhere by changing lives, just as it changed your lives from the day you first heard and 
understood the truth about God’s wonderful grace.” Colossians 1:6 (NLT) 

Note: Though we all have the same purpose to be ambassadors for God and His Kingdom, our 
assignments of who, what, where, and how will be unique to each of us.  
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