Ambassadors
Lesson 06 in the series, “Purpose”

A. Being an ambassador for God and His Kingdom gives our lives meaning and purpose.

“So we are Christ's ambassadors; God is making his appeal through us. We speak for Christ
when we plead, ‘Come back to God!”” 2 Corinthians 5:20 (NLT)

“For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good
things he planned for us long ago." Ephesians 2:10 (NLT)

“The Lord now chose seventy-two other disciples and sent them ahead in pairs to all the towns
and places he planned to visit. These were his instructions to them: ‘The harvest is great, but the
workers are few. So pray to the Lord who is in charge of the harvest; ask him to send more
workers into his fields. Now go, and remember that | am sending you out as lambs among
wolves.’...Then he said to the disciples, ‘Anyone who accepts your message is also accepting
me. And anyone who rejects you is rejecting me. And anyone who rejects me is rejecting God,
who sent me.” When the seventy-two disciples returned, they joyfully reported to him, ‘Lord, even
the demons obey us when we use your name!” Luke 10:1-17 (NLT)

B. Four keys to being an effective ambassador for God and his Kingdom:

1. Proximity

As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax collector’s
booth. “Follow me,” he told him, and Matthew got up and followed him. While Jesus was
having dinner at Matthew’s house, many tax collectors and sinners came and ate with him
and his disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, “Why does your
teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” On hearing this, Jesus said, “It is not the healthy
who need a doctor, but the sick. But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not
sacrifice.” For | have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.” Matthew 9:9-12 (NIV)

2. Intentionality

“When | am with those who are weak, | share their weakness, for | want to bring the weak to
Christ. Yes, | try to find common ground with everyone, doing everything | can to save some. |
do everything to spread the Good News and share in its blessings. Don’t you realize that in a
race everyone runs, but only one person gets the prize? So run to win! All athletes are
disciplined in their training. They do it to win a prize that will fade away, but we do it for an
eternal prize. So | run with purpose in every step. | am not just shadowboxing. | discipline my
body like an athlete, training it to do what it should. Otherwise, | fear that after preaching to
others | myself might be disqualified.” 1 Corinthians 9:22-27 (NLT)

3. Generosity

Jesus replied with a story: “A Jewish man was traveling from Jerusalem down to Jericho, and
he was attacked by bandits. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him up, and left him half
dead beside the road. By chance a priest came along. But when he saw the man lying there,
he crossed to the other side of the road and passed him by. A Temple assistant walked over
and looked at him lying there, but he also passed by on the other side. Then a despised
Samaritan came along, and when he saw the man, he felt compassion for him. Going over to
him, the Samaritan soothed his wounds with olive oil and wine and bandaged them. Then he
put the man on his own donkey and took him to an inn, where he took care of him. The next
day he handed the innkeeper two silver coins, telling him, ‘Take care of this man. If his bill
runs higher than this, I'll pay you the next time I'm here.” Luke 10:30-35 (NLT)

4. The Holy Spirit

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my
witnesses, telling people about me everywhere...” Acts 1:8 (NLT)

“As for Philip, an angel of the Lord said to him, ‘Go south down the desert road that runs from
Jerusalem to Gaza.’ So he started out, and he met the treasurer of Ethiopia, a eunuch of
great authority under the Kandake, the queen of Ethiopia. The eunuch had gone to Jerusalem
to worship, and he was now returning. Seated in his carriage, he was reading aloud from the
book of the prophet Isaiah. The Holy Spirit said to Philip, ‘Go over and walk along beside the
carriage.’ Philip ran over and heard the man reading from the prophet Isaiah. Philip asked,
‘Do you understand what you are reading?’ The man replied, ‘How can I, unless someone



instructs me?’ And he urged Philip to come up into the carriage and sit with him. The passage
of Scripture he had been reading was this: ‘He was led like a sheep to the slaughter. And as a
lamb is silent before the shearers, he did not open his mouth. He was humiliated and
received no justice. Who can speak of his descendants? For his life was taken from the
earth.’ The eunuch asked Philip, ‘Tell me, was the prophet talking about himself or someone
else?’ So beginning with this same Scripture, Philip told him the Good News about Jesus. As
they rode along, they came to some water, and the eunuch said, ‘Look! There’s some water!
Why can’t | be baptized?’ He ordered the carriage to stop, and they went down into the water,
and Philip baptized him.” Acts 8:26-38 (NLT)
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