The Shepherds

Message 01 in the series, “The Nativity”

“That night there were shepherds staying in the fields nearby, guarding their flocks of sheep. Suddenly, an
angel of the Lord appeared among them, and the radiance of the Lord’s glory surrounded them. They
were terrified, but the angel reassured them. ‘Don’t be afraid!’ he said. ‘I bring you good news that will
bring great joy to all people. The Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has been born today in Bethlehem,
the city of David! And you will recognize him by this sign: You will find a baby wrapped snugly in strips of
cloth, lying in a manger.” Suddenly, the angel was joined by a vast host of others—the armies of heaven—
praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in highest heaven, and peace on earth to those with whom God is
pleased.” When the angels had returned to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, ‘Let’s go to
Bethlehem! Let’s see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” They hurried to the
village and found Mary and Joseph. And there was the baby, lying in the manger. After seeing him, the
shepherds told everyone what had happened and what the angel had said to them about this child. All
who heard the shepherds’ story were astonished, but Mary kept all these things in her heart and thought
about them often. The shepherds went back to their flocks, glorifying and praising God for all they had
heard and seen. It was just as the angel had told them.” Luke 2:8-20 (NLT)

A. God chose ordinary people to announce His birth.

“He came into the very world he created, but the world didn’t recognize him. He came to his own
people, and even they rejected him. But to all who believed him and accepted him, he gave the right
to become children of God.” John 1:10-12 (NLT)

“‘Now remember what you were, my friends, when God called you. From the human point of view few
of you were wise or powerful or of high social standing. God purposely chose what the world
considers nonsense in order to shame the wise, and he chose what the world considers weak in
order to shame the powerful.” 1 Corinthians 1:26-27 (GNT)

“The members of the council were amazed when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, for they
could see that they were ordinary men with no special training in the Scriptures. They also recognized
them as men who had been with Jesus.” Acts 4:13 (NLT)

B. The ordinary shepherds were eager to be a part of what God was doing.

“Then the Lord told him, 'l have certainly seen the oppression of my people in Egypt. | have heard
their cries of distress because of their harsh slave drivers. Yes, | am aware of their suffering. So |
have come down to rescue them from the power of the Egyptians and lead them out of Egypt into
their own fertile and spacious land. It is a land flowing with milk and honey—the land where the
Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites now live. Look! The cry of the people
of Israel has reached me, and | have seen how harshly the Egyptians abuse them. Now go, for | am
sending you to Pharaoh. You must lead my people Israel out of Egypt.” Exodus 3:7-10 (NLT)

Note: Moses wanted to sit on the sidelines.
“But Moses pleaded, “Lord, please! Send anyone else.” Exodus 4:13 (NLT)

1. I'm not good enough. “But Moses protested to God, ‘Who am | to appear before Pharaoh? Who
am | to lead the people of Israel out of Egypt?” Exodus 3:11 (NLT)

2. ldon’t know enough. Then Moses said to God, “Indeed, when | come to the children of Israel
and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they say to me, ‘What is His
name?’ what shall | say to them?” Exodus 3:13 (NKJV)

3. I’'m worried I’ll mess up. “But Moses protested again, “What if they won’t believe me or listen
to me? What if they say, ‘The Lord never appeared to you'?” Exodus 4:1 (NLT)

4. 1don’t have that gift. “But Moses pleaded with the Lord, “O Lord, I'm not very good with
words. | never have been, and I’m not now, even though you have spoken to me. | get tongue-
tied, and my words get tangled.” Exodus 4:10 (NLT)

C. The ordinary shepherds were used by God to spread the news of what He was doing for
others.

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my witnesses,
telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of
the earth.” Acts 1:8 (NLT)



“And then he told them, ‘Go into all the world and preach the Good News to everyone. Anyone who
believes and is baptized will be saved. But anyone who refuses to believe will be condemned.”
Mark 16:15-16 (NLT)
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