
Ecclesiastes 3- Knowing Your Season 
Message 07 in the series, “Treasured Truths” 

“For everything there is a season, a time for every activity under heaven. A time to be born and a time to 
die. A time to plant and a time to harvest. A time to kill and a time to heal. A time to tear down and a time 
to build up. A time to cry and a time to laugh. A time to grieve and a time to dance. A time to scatter stones 
and a time to gather stones. A time to embrace and a time to turn away. A time to search and a time to 
quit searching. A time to keep and a time to throw away. A time to tear and a time to mend. A time to be 
quiet and a time to speak. A time to love and a time to hate. A time for war and a time for peace.” 

Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 (NLT) 
4 seasons we all go through: 

1. Winter- a season of pruning. 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, 
while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful.”  John 15:1-2 (NIV) 

Response: Embrace the pain. 

“Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles of any kind come your way, consider it an opportunity for 
great joy. For you know that when your faith is tested, your endurance has a chance to grow. So let it 
grow, for when your endurance is fully developed, you will be perfect and complete, needing nothing.” 

James 1:2-4 (NLT) 
2. Spring- a season of growth. 

“The LORD says, ‘I will guide you along the best pathway for your life. I will advise you and watch 
over you.’"  Psalm 32:8 (NLT) 

“LORD, you alone are my portion and my cup; you make my lot secure. The boundary lines have fallen 
for me in pleasant places; surely I have a delightful inheritance. I will praise the LORD, who counsels 
me; even at night my heart instructs me. I keep my eyes always on the LORD. With him at my right 
hand, I will not be shaken. Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also will rest 
secure, because you will not abandon me to the realm of the dead, nor will you let your faithful one 
see decay. You make known to me the path of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence, with 
eternal pleasures at your right hand."  Psalms 16:5-11 (NIV) 

Response: Seek the Lord. 

“Seek the LORD while you can find him. Call on him now while he is near.”  Isaiah 55:6 (NLT) 

3. Summer- a season of dryness. 

Note:  Summer is a period of time when God is quiet. You can’t hear His voice or sense His presence as 
you once did, and God seems very distant. 

“O LORD, how long will you forget me? Forever? How long will you look the other way? How long must 
I struggle with anguish in my soul, with sorrow in my heart every day? How long will my enemy have 
the upper hand? Turn and answer me, O LORD my God! Restore the sparkle to my eyes, or I will die. 
Don’t let my enemies gloat, saying, ‘We have defeated him!’ Don’t let them rejoice at my downfall. But 
I trust in your unfailing love. I will rejoice because you have rescued me. I will sing to the LORD 
because he is good to me.”  Psalm 13:1-6 (NLT) 

Response: faith and faithfulness. 

“Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him…”  Job 13:15 (NKJV) 

“After a long time their master returned from his trip and called them to give an account of how they 
had used his money. The servant to whom he had entrusted the five bags of silver came forward with 



five more and said, ‘Master, you gave me five bags of silver to invest, and I have earned five 
more.’ The master was full of praise. ‘Well done, my good and faithful servant. You have been faithful 
in handling this small amount, so now I will give you many more responsibilities. Let’s celebrate 
together!’”  Matthew 25:19:21 (NLT) 

4. Fall- a season of harvest and blessing. 

“Now Joseph had been taken down to Egypt. Potiphar, an Egyptian who was one of Pharaoh’s 
officials, the captain of the guard, bought him from the Ishmaelites who had taken him there. The LORD 
was with Joseph so that he prospered, and he lived in the house of his Egyptian master. When his 
master saw that the LORD was with him and that the LORD gave him success in everything he did, 
Joseph found favor in his eyes and became his attendant. Potiphar put him in charge of his 
household, and he entrusted to his care everything he owned. From the time he put him in charge of 
his household and of all that he owned, the LORD blessed the household of the Egyptian because of 
Joseph. The blessing of the LORD was on everything Potiphar had, both in the house and in the field. 
So Potiphar left everything he had in Joseph’s care; with Joseph in charge, he did not concern 
himself with anything except the food he ate.”  Genesis 39:1-6 (NIV) 

“May the LORD bless you and protect you. May the LORD smile on you and be gracious to you. May the 
LORD show you his favor and give you his peace.”  Numbers 6:24-26 (NLT) 

Response: gratitude and humility. 

“Yes, the LORD has done amazing things for us! What joy! Restore our fortunes, LORD, as streams 
renew the desert. Those who plant in tears will harvest with shouts of joy. They weep as they go to 
plant their seed, but they sing as they return with the harvest.”  Psalm 126:3-6 (NLT) 
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