John 10:4
Message 09 in the series, “Treasured Truths”

“I tell you the truth, anyone who sneaks over the wall of a sheepfold, rather than going through the gate,
must surely be a thief and a robber! But the one who enters through the gate is the shepherd of the
sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep recognize his voice and come to him. He
calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. After he has gathered his own flock, he walks ahead of
them, and they follow him because they know his voice.” John 10:1-4 (NLT)

Note: Learning to discern God’s voice is the most important skill you can develop!

“For God does speak—now one way, now another— though no one perceives it.” Job 33:14 (NIV)

“To whom can | give warning? Who will listen when | speak? Their ears are closed, and they cannot hear.
They scorn the word of the LORD. They don’t want to listen at all.” Jeremiah 6:10 (NLT)

Five ways the Lord speaks:

1.

2,

3.

Scripture

“All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize what
is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right.”
2 Timothy 3:16 (NLT)

“For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the sharpest two-edged sword,
cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It exposes our innermost thoughts
and desires.” Hebrews 4:12 (NLT)

“Your word is a lamp to guide my feet and a light for my path.” Psalm 119:105 (NLT)

The Holy Spirit

“But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things
and will remind you of everything | have said to you.” John 14:26 (NIV)

“Go out and stand before me on the mountain,’ the LORD told him. And as Elijah stood there, the
LORD passed by, and a mighty windstorm hit the mountain. It was such a terrible blast that the
rocks were torn loose, but the LORD was not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake,
but the LORD was not in the earthquake. And after the earthquake there was a fire, but the LORD
was not in the fire. And after the fire there was the sound of a gentle whisper. When Elijah heard
it, he wrapped his face in his cloak and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. And a
voice said, ‘What are you doing here, Elijah?”” 1 Kings 19:11-13 (NLT)

“Your own ears will hear him. Right behind you a voice will say, ‘This is the way you should go,’
whether to the right or to the left.” Isaiah 30:21 (NLT)

Others

“A spiritual gift is given to each of us so we can help each other. To one person the Spirit gives
the ability to give wise advice; to another the same Spirit gives a message of special knowledge.”
1 Corinthians 12:7-8 (NLT)

Circumstances

“So the next morning Balaam got up, saddled his donkey, and started off with the Moabite
officials. But God was angry that Balaam was going, so he sent the angel of the LORD to stand in
the road to block his way. As Balaam and two servants were riding along, Balaam’s donkey saw
the angel of the LORD standing in the road with a drawn sword in his hand. The donkey bolted off



5.

the road into a field, but Balaam beat it and turned it back onto the road. Then the angel of the
LORD stood at a place where the road narrowed between two vineyard walls. When the donkey
saw the angel of the LORD, it tried to squeeze by and crushed Balaam’s foot against the wall. So
Balaam beat the donkey again. Then the angel of the LORD moved farther down the road and
stood in a place too narrow for the donkey to get by at all. This time when the donkey saw the
angel, it lay down under Balaam. In a fit of rage Balaam beat the animal again with his staff. Then
the LORD gave the donkey the ability to speak. ‘What have | done to you that deserves your
beating me three times?’ it asked Balaam. “You have made me look like a fool!” Balaam shouted.
‘If I had a sword with me, | would kill you!” ‘But | am the same donkey you have ridden all your
life,” the donkey answered. ‘Have | ever done anything like this before?’ ‘No,” Balaam admitted.
Then the LORD opened Balaam’s eyes, and he saw the angel of the LORD standing in the
roadway with a drawn sword in his hand. Balaam bowed his head and fell face down on the
ground before him.” Numbers 22:21-31 (NLT)

Creation

“The heavens proclaim the glory of God. The skies display his craftsmanship. Day after day they
continue to speak; night after night they make him known.” Psalm 19:1-2 (NLT)
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