
All In 

“One day as Jesus was walking along the shore of the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers—Simon, also 
called Peter, and Andrew—throwing a net into the water, for they fished for a living. Jesus called out to 
them, ‘Come, follow me, and I will show you how to fish for people!’ And they left their nets at once and 
followed him. A little farther up the shore he saw two other brothers, James and John, sitting in a boat with 
their father, Zebedee, repairing their nets. And he called them to come, too. They immediately followed 
him, leaving the boat and their father behind.”  Matthew 4:18-22 (NLT) 

Note:  Being all in always comes with a cost. 

“Then he said to the crowd, ‘If any of you wants to be my follower, you must give up your own way, take 
up your cross daily, and follow me. If you try to hang on to your life, you will lose it. But if you give up your 
life for my sake, you will save it.’”  Luke 9:23–24 (NLT) 

“And if you do not carry your own cross and follow me, you cannot be my disciple. But don’t begin until 
you count the cost. For who would begin construction of a building without first calculating the cost to see 
if there is enough money to finish it? Otherwise you might complete only the foundation before running 
out of money, and then everyone would laugh at you. They would say, ‘There’s the person who started 
that building and couldn’t afford to finish it!’ Or what king would go to war against another king without first 
sitting down with his counselors to discuss whether his army of 10,000 could defeat the 20,000 soldiers 
marching against him? And if he can’t, he will send a delegation to discuss terms of peace while the 
enemy is still far away. So you cannot become my disciple without giving up everything you own.”  

Luke 14:27-33 (NLT) 

“Then Peter began to speak up. ‘We’ve given up everything to follow you,’ he said. ‘Yes,’ Jesus replied, 
‘and I assure you that everyone who has given up house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or 
children or property, for my sake and for the Good News, will receive now in return a hundred times as 
many houses, brothers, sisters, mothers, children, and property—along with persecution. And in the world 
to come that person will have eternal life.’”  Mark 10:28–30 (NLT) 

1. “All in” means giving the best of your time. 

“O God, you are my God; I earnestly search for you. My soul thirsts for you; my whole body longs for 
you in this parched and weary land where there is no water.”  Psalm 63:1 (NLT) 

“Listen to my voice in the morning, LORD. Each morning I bring my requests to you and wait 
expectantly.”  Psalm 5:3 (NLT) 

“Keep the Sabbath day holy. Don’t pursue your own interests on that day, but enjoy the Sabbath and 
speak of it with delight as the LORD’s holy day. Honor the Sabbath in everything you do on that day, 
and don’t follow your own desires or talk idly.”  Isaiah 58:13 (NLT) 

“Now there was a believer in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord spoke to him in a vision, calling, 
‘Ananias!’ ‘Yes, Lord!’ he replied. The Lord said, ‘Go over to Straight Street, to the house of Judas. 
When you get there, ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul. He is praying to me right now. I have 
shown him a vision of a man named Ananias coming in and laying hands on him so he can see again.’ 
‘But Lord,’ exclaimed Ananias, ‘I’ve heard many people talk about the terrible things this man has done 
to the believers in Jerusalem! And he is authorized by the leading priests to arrest everyone who calls 
upon your name.’ But the Lord said, ‘Go, for Saul is my chosen instrument to take my message to the 
Gentiles and to kings, as well as to the people of Israel. And I will show him how much he must suffer 
for my name’s sake.’ So Ananias went and found Saul. He laid his hands on him and said, ‘Brother 
Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road, has sent me so that you might regain your 
sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.’ Instantly something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he 
regained his sight. Then he got up and was baptized. Afterward he ate some food and regained his 
strength.”  Acts 9:10–19 (NLT) 



2. “All in” means giving your best effort. 

“Hold firmly to the word of life; then, on the day of Christ’s return, I will be proud that I did not run the 
race in vain and that my work was not useless. But I will rejoice even if I lose my life, pouring it out like 
a liquid offering to God…” Philippians 2:16–17 (NLT) 

“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord…”  Colossians 3:23 (NIV) 

“…Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord…”  1 Corinthians 15:58 (NIV) 

3. “All in” means giving the best of your resources. 

“So they went and found the colt, just as Jesus had said. And sure enough, as they were untying it, 
the owners asked them, ‘Why are you untying that colt?’ And the disciples simply replied, ‘The Lord 
needs it.’ So they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their garments over it for him to ride on.”  

Luke 19:32-35 (NLT) 

“In everything you do, put God first, and he will direct you and crown your efforts with success… 
Honor the Lord by giving him the first part of all your income, and he will fill your barns with wheat and 
barley and overflow your wine vats with the finest wines.”  Proverbs 3:6, 9-10 (TLB)  

“Wherever your treasure is, there the desires of your heart will also be.”  Luke 12:34 (NLT) 

Note:  In both the Old and New Testaments, the Bible emphasizes the significance of giving God our 
first and best as a way to honor Him and show our devotion to Him. 

“…When they grew up, Abel became a shepherd, while Cain cultivated the ground. When it was time 
for the harvest, Cain presented some of his crops as a gift to the LORD. Abel also brought a gift—the 
best portions of the firstborn lambs from his flock. The LORD accepted Abel and his gift, but he did 
not accept Cain and his gift…”  Genesis 4:2-4 (NLT) 

“What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law and you Pharisees. Hypocrites! For you are careful 
to tithe even the tiniest income from your herb gardens, but you ignore the more important aspects of 
the law—justice, mercy, and faith. You should tithe, yes, but do not neglect the more important 
things.”  Matthew 23:23 (NLT) 

“Remember this—a farmer who plants only a few seeds will get a small crop. But the one who plants 
generously will get a generous crop. You must each decide in your heart how much to give. And don’t 
give reluctantly or in response to pressure. ‘For God loves a person who gives cheerfully.’”  

2 Corinthians 9:6–7 (NLT) 
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