Grace and Repentance
A. Repentance is a major theme throughout the New Testament.

John told people to repent!

“In those days John the Baptist came to the Judean wilderness and began preaching. His message
was, ‘Repent of your sins and turn to God, for the Kingdom of Heaven is near.”” Matthew 3:1-2 (NLT)

Jesus told people to repent!

“Later on, after John was arrested, Jesus went into Galilee, where he preached God’s Good News.
‘The time promised by God has come at last!” he announced. ‘The Kingdom of God is near! Repent of
your sins and believe the Good News!” Mark 1:14-15 (NLT)

Peter told people to repent!

“Peter’s words pierced their hearts, and they said to him and to the other apostles, ‘Brothers, what
should we do?’ Peter replied, ‘Each of you must repent of your sins and turn to God, and be baptized
in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. Then you will receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit.” Acts 2:37-38 (NLT)

Note: God wants everyone to repent!

“The Lord isn’t really being slow about his promise, as some people think. No, he is being patient for
your sake. He does not want anyone to be destroyed, but wants everyone to repent.”
2 Peter 3:9 (NLT)

aul told people to repent!

“And so, King Agrippa, | obeyed that vision from heaven. | preached first to those in Damascus, then in
Jerusalem and throughout all Judea, and also to the Gentiles, that all must repent of their sins and turn
to God—and prove they have changed by the good things they do.” Acts 26:19-20 (NLT)

Shidb— turn around, return, or restore

Metanoed— to change one’s mind, to think differently, to reconsider, to have a change of heart that
leads to transformation

“...Throw off your old sinful nature and your former way of life, which is corrupted by lust and
deception. Instead, let the Spirit renew your thoughts and attitudes. Put on your new nature, created to
be like God—truly righteous and holy.” Ephesians 4:22-24 (NLT)

Note: Repentance isn't just regret. It's a change of mind and direction that produces a change of life.
It's not a one-time event but a lifelong returning; continually aligning our hearts with God’s.

B. Grace and mercy are the doorways that lead to repentance!

“Jesus returned to the Mount of Olives, but early the next morning he was back again at the Temple. A
crowd soon gathered, and he sat down and taught them. As he was speaking, the teachers of religious
law and the Pharisees brought a woman who had been caught in the act of adultery. They put her in
front of the crowd. ‘Teacher,’ they said to Jesus, ‘this woman was caught in the act of adultery. The law
of Moses says to stone her. What do you say?’ They were trying to trap him into saying something
they could use against him, but Jesus stooped down and wrote in the dust with his finger. They kept
demanding an answer, so he stood up again and said, ‘All right, but let the one who has never sinned
throw the first stone!’ Then he stooped down again and wrote in the dust. When the accusers heard
this, they slipped away one by one, beginning with the oldest, until only Jesus was left in the middle of
the crowd with the woman. Then Jesus stood up again and said to the woman, ‘Where are your



accusers? Didn’t even one of them condemn you?’ ‘No, Lord,” she said. And Jesus said, ‘Neither do I.
Go and sin no more.” John 8:1-11 (NLT)

“Then Jesus began to denounce the towns where he had done so many of his miracles, because they
hadn’t repented of their sins and turned to God.” Matthew 11:20 (NLT)

“Don’t you see how wonderfully kind, tolerant, and patient God is with you? Does this mean nothing to
you? Can’t you see that his kindness is intended to turn you from your sin?” Romans 2:4 (NLT)

“For God has revealed his grace for the salvation of all people. That grace instructs us to give up
ungodly living and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in this
world...” Titus 2:11-12 (GNT)

C. Because of God’s grace we should live a life of repentance.

“Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. Point out anything in
me that offends you, and lead me along the path of everlasting life.” Psalm 139:23-24 (NLT)

“Examine yourselves to see if your faith is genuine. Test yourselves. Surely you know that Jesus
Christ is among you; if not, you have failed the test of genuine faith.” 2 Corinthians 13:5-6 (NLT)

“So anyone who eats this bread or drinks this cup of the Lord unworthily is guilty of sinning against the
body and blood of the Lord. That is why you should examine yourself before eating the bread and
drinking the cup.” 1 Corinthians 11:27-28 (NLT)

“So then, since we have a great High Priest who has entered heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us
hold firmly to what we believe. This High Priest of ours understands our weaknesses, for he faced all
of the same testings we do, yet he did not sin. So let us come boldly to the throne of our gracious
God. There we will receive his mercy, and we will find grace to help us when we need it most.”
Hebrews 4:14-16 (NLT)
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