Egypt
Message 02 in the series, “Journey to Bethlehem”

1,400 years before Jesus was born, the Bible promised that God would raise up a deliverer similar
to Moses.

Moses continued, “The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your fellow
Israelites. You must listen to him. For this is what you yourselves requested of the LORD your God when
you were assembled at Mount Sinai. You said, ‘Don’t let us hear the voice of the LORD our God anymore
or see this blazing fire, for we will die.” Then the LORD said to me, ‘What they have said is right. | will
raise up a prophet like you from among their fellow Israelites. | will put my words in his mouth, and he will
tell the people everything | command him.”” Deuteronomy 18:15-18 (NLT)

1. Both Moses and Jesus faced death decrees as infants—the enemy tried to destroy them

before their mission could unfold.

“The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, whose names were Shiphrah and Puah, ‘When
you are helping the Hebrew women during childbirth on the delivery stool, if you see that the baby
is a boy, Kill him; but if it is a girl, let her live.” The midwives, however, feared God and did not do
what the king of Egypt had told them to do; they let the boys live. Then the king of Egypt
summoned the midwives and asked them, ‘Why have you done this? Why have you let the boys
live?’ The midwives answered Pharaoh, ‘Hebrew women are not like Egyptian women; they are
vigorous and give birth before the midwives arrive.” So God was kind to the midwives and the
people increased and became even more numerous. And because the midwives feared God, he
gave them families of their own. Then Pharaoh gave this order to all his people: ‘Every Hebrew
boy that is born you must throw into the Nile, but let every girl live.” Exodus 1:15-22 (NIV)

“Herod was furious when he realized that the wise men had outwitted him. He sent soldiers to kill
all the boys in and around Bethlehem who were two years old and under, based on the wise men’s
report of the star’s first appearance.” Matthew 2:16 (NLT)

Note: The enemy cannot stop God'’s plan.

2. Moses left the comfort of Pharaoh’s house to suffer and save God’s people. Jesus left the

comfort of heaven to suffer and save humanity.

“It was by faith that Moses, when he grew up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter.
He chose to share the oppression of God’s people instead of enjoying the fleeting pleasures of sin.
He thought it was better to suffer for the sake of Christ than to own the treasures of Egypt, for he
was looking ahead to his great reward.” Hebrews 11:24-26 (NLT)

“Though he was God, he did not think of equality with God as something to cling to. Instead, he
gave up his divine privileges; he took the humble position of a slave and was born as a human
being. When he appeared in human form, he humbled himself in obedience to God and died a
criminal’s death on a cross.” Philippians 2:6-8 (NLT)

Note: Jesus thought you were worth rescuing!

3. Moses was the mediator of the Old Covenant; Jesus is the mediator of the New Covenant.

“Then Moses carefully wrote down all the LORD'’s instructions. Early the next morning Moses got
up and built an altar at the foot of the mountain. He also set up twelve pillars, one for each of the
twelve tribes of Israel. Then he sent some of the young Israelite men to present burnt offerings and
to sacrifice bulls as peace offerings to the LORD. Moses drained half the blood from these animals
into basins. The other half he splattered against the altar. Then he took the Book of the Covenant
and read it aloud to the people. Again they all responded, ‘We will do everything the LORD has
commanded. We will obey.” Then Moses took the blood from the basins and splattered it over the



people, declaring, ‘Look, this blood confirms the covenant the LORD has made with you in giving
you these instructions.” Exodus 24:4-8 (NLT)

“But now Jesus, our High Priest, has been given a ministry that is far superior to the old priesthood,
for he is the one who mediates for us a far better covenant with God, based on better promises.”
Hebrews 8:6 (NLT)

Note: In the Old Covenant, righteousness came from obeying laws written on stone. In the New
Covenant, righteousness comes from trusting the One who fulfilled the law and paid the penalty for
our failures.

“As they were eating, Jesus took some bread and blessed it. Then he broke it in pieces and gave it
to the disciples, saying, ‘Take this and eat it, for this is my body.” And he took a cup of wine and
gave thanks to God for it. He gave it to them and said, ‘Each of you drink from it, for this is my
blood, which confirms the covenant between God and his people. It is poured out as a sacrifice to
forgive the sins of many.” Matthew 26:26-28 (NLT)

. Moses delivered Israel from their slavery to Egypt; Jesus delivers people from slavery of sin
and fear.

“...Through the angel who appeared to him in the burning bush, God sent Moses to be their ruler
and savior. And by means of many wonders and miraculous signs, he led them out of Egypt,
through the Red Sea, and through the wilderness for forty years.” Acts 7:35-36 (NLT)

“We know that our old sinful selves were crucified with Christ so that sin might lose its power in our
lives. We are no longer slaves to sin. For when we died with Christ we were set free from the power
of sin. And since we died with Christ, we know we will also live with him. We are sure of this
because Christ was raised from the dead, and he will never die again. Death no longer has any
power over him. When he died, he died once to break the power of sin. But now that he lives, he
lives for the glory of God. So you also should consider yourselves to be dead to the power of sin
and alive to God through Christ Jesus.” Romans 6:6-11 (NLT)

“Because God’s children are human beings—made of flesh and blood—the Son also became flesh
and blood. For only as a human being could he die, and only by dying could he break the power of
the devil, who had the power of death. Only in this way could he set free all who have lived their
lives as slaves to the fear of dying.” Hebrews 2:14-15 (NLT)

Note: Jesus wants us to be free!

“When he came to the village of Nazareth, his boyhood home, he went as usual to the synagogue
on the Sabbath and stood up to read the Scriptures. The scroll of Isaiah the prophet was handed to
him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where this was written: “The Spirit of the LORD is
upon me, for he has anointed me to bring Good News to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim that
captives will be released, that the blind will see, that the oppressed will be set free, and that the
time of the LORD’s favor has come.’ He rolled up the scroll, handed it back to the attendant, and
sat down. All eyes in the synagogue looked at him intently. Then he began to speak to them. ‘The
Scripture you've just heard has been fulfilled this very day!” Luke 4:16-21 (NLT)
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