Growing Our Faith

“We ought always to thank God for you, brothers and sisters, and rightly so, because your faith is growing
more and more, and the love all of you have for one another is increasing.” 2 Thessalonians 1:3 (NIV)

“And it is impossible to please God without faith. Anyone who wants to come to him must believe that God
exists and that he rewards those who sincerely seek him.” Hebrews 11:6 (NLT)

1. Our faith grows when we read and know God’s Word.
“...faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” Romans 10:17 (NKJV)

Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted there by the devil. For forty days and
forty nights he fasted and became very hungry. During that time the devil came and said to him, “If you
are the Son of God, tell these stones to become loaves of bread.” But Jesus told him, “No! The Scriptures
say, ‘People do not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.” Then the
devil took him to the holy city, Jerusalem, to the highest point of the Temple, and said, “If you are the Son
of God, jump off! For the Scriptures say, ‘He will order his angels to protect you. And they will hold you up
with their hands so you won’t even hurt your foot on a stone.” Jesus responded, “The Scriptures also say,
‘You must not test the Lord your God.” Next the devil took him to the peak of a very high mountain and
showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. “I will give it all to you,” he said, “if you will kneel
down and worship me.” “Get out of here, Satan,” Jesus told him. “For the Scriptures say, ‘You must
worship the Lord your God and serve only him.” Then the devil went away, and angels came and took
care of Jesus. Matthew 4:1-11 (NLT)

“And we also thank God continually because, when you received the word of God, which you heard from
us, you accepted it not as a human word, but as it actually is, the word of God, which is indeed at work in
you who believe.” 1 Thessalonians 2:13 (NIV)

“Every Scripture passage is inspired by God. All of them are useful for teaching, pointing out errors,
correcting people, and training them for a life that has God’s approval. They equip God’s servants so that
they are completely prepared to do good things” 2 Timothy 3:16-17 (GWT)

2. Our faith grows when we face circumstances that seem hopeless.

“Then he got into the boat and his disciples followed him. Suddenly a furious storm came up on the lake,
so that the waves swept over the boat. But Jesus was sleeping. The disciples went and woke him, saying,
‘Lord, save us! We’re going to drown!” He replied, ‘You of little faith, why are you so afraid?’ Then he got
up and rebuked the winds and the waves, and it was completely calm. The men were amazed and asked,
‘What kind of man is this? Even the winds and the waves obey him!”” Matthew 8:23-27 (NIV)

As Pharaoh approached, the people of Israel looked up and panicked when they saw the Egyptians
overtaking them. They cried out to the LORD, and they said to Moses, “Why did you bring us out here to
die in the wilderness? Weren't there enough graves for us in Egypt? What have you done to us? Why did
you make us leave Egypt? Didn’t we tell you this would happen while we were still in Egypt? We said,
‘Leave us alone! Let us be slaves to the Egyptians. It's better to be a slave in Egypt than a corpse in the
wilderness!” But Moses told the people, “Don’t be afraid. Just stand still and watch the LORD rescue you
today. The Egyptians you see today will never be seen again. The LORD himself will fight for you. Just
stay calm.” Then the LORD said to Moses, “Why are you crying out to me? Tell the people to get moving!
Pick up your staff and raise your hand over the sea. Divide the water so the Israelites can walk through
the middle of the sea on dry ground.” Exodus 14:10-16 (NLT)

“He (God) commanded the Red Sea to dry up. He led Israel across the sea as if it were a desert. So he
rescued them from their enemies and redeemed them from their foes. Then the water returned and
covered their enemies; not one of them survived. Then his people believed his promises. Then they sang
his praise.” Psalms 106:9-12 (NLT)



3. Our faith grows by remembering what God has done for us and for others.

“And | said, ‘This is my fate; the Most High has turned his hand against me.’ But then | recall all you have
done, O LORD; | remember your wonderful deeds of long ago. They are constantly in my thoughts. |
cannot stop thinking about your mighty works. O God, your ways are holy. Is there any god as mighty as
you? You are the God of great wonders! You demonstrate your awesome power among the nations. By
your strong arm, you redeemed your people, the descendants of Jacob and Joseph. When the Red Sea
saw you, O God, its waters looked and trembled! The sea quaked to its very depths. The clouds poured
down rain; the thunder rumbled in the sky. Your arrows of lightning flashed. Your thunder roared from the
whirlwind; the lightning lit up the world! The earth trembled and shook. Your road led through the sea,
your pathway through the mighty waters—a pathway no one knew was there! You led your people along
that road like a flock of sheep, with Moses and Aaron as their shepherds.” Psalms 77:10-20 (NLT)
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