
The Journey Begins 
Message 01 in the series, “Journey to Bethlehem” 

A. Before there was a manger in Bethlehem, there was a promise in the Garden.  
“Then the LORD God said to the snake, ‘You will be punished for this; you alone of all the animals must 
bear this curse: From now on you will crawl on your belly, and you will have to eat dust as long as you 
live. I will make you and the woman hate each other; her offspring and yours will always be enemies. Her 
offspring will crush your head, and you will bite her offspring’s heel.’”  Genesis 3:14-15 (GNT) 

1. God had a plan from the very beginning to defeat the devil and deal with sin.  
“Even before the world was made, God had already chosen us to be his through our union with Christ, 
so that we would be holy and without fault before him. Because of his love God had already decided 
that through Jesus Christ he would make us his children—this was his pleasure and purpose… God 
did what he had purposed, and made known to us the secret plan he had already decided to complete 
by means of Christ. This plan, which God will complete when the time is right, is to bring all creation 
together, everything in heaven and on earth, with Christ as head.”  Ephesians 1:4-6, 9–10 (GNT) 

“The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. May the grace of our Lord Jesus be with 
you.”  Romans 16:20 (NLT) 

Note:  Jesus has already defeated the enemy, and now He shares His authority with us so we can 
walk in triumph and overcome the works of darkness. 

“Look, I have given you authority over all the power of the enemy, and you can walk among snakes 
and scorpions and crush them. Nothing will injure you.”  Luke 10:19 (NLT) 

2. God appointed the exact time and place to set His plan in motion. 
“But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to 
redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship.”  Galatians 4:4-5 (NIV) 

“But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, are only a small village among all the people of Judah. Yet a ruler 
of Israel, whose origins are in the distant past, will come from you on my behalf.”  Micah 5:2 (NLT) 

Note:  We can trust in God’s plan and His timing.  

“…he makes everything work out according to his plan.”  Ephesians 1:11 (NLT) 

“Then the LORD said to me, ‘Write my answer plainly on tablets, so that a runner can carry the correct 
message to others. This vision is for a future time. It describes the end, and it will be fulfilled. If it 
seems slow in coming, wait patiently, for it will surely take place. It will not be delayed.’”   

Habakkuk 2:2-3 (NLT) 

B. The road to Bethlehem began when Abraham left his homeland in obedience to God’s call. 
“The LORD had said to Abram, ‘Leave your native country, your relatives, and your father’s family, and go 
to the land that I will show you. I will make you into a great nation. I will bless you and make you famous, 
and you will be a blessing to others. I will bless those who bless you and curse those who treat you with 
contempt. All the families on earth will be blessed through you.’”  Genesis 12:1-3 (NLT) 

“That night there were shepherds staying in the fields nearby, guarding their flocks of sheep. Suddenly, an 
angel of the Lord appeared among them, and the radiance of the Lord’s glory surrounded them. They 
were terrified, but the angel reassured them. ‘Don’t be afraid!’ he said. ‘I bring you good news that will 
bring great joy to all people. The Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has been born today in 
Bethlehem, the city of David!’”  Luke 2:8-11 (NLT) 

Note:  God promised to bless those who blessed Abraham and his offspring. 

“Like a lion, Israel crouches and lies down; like a lioness, who dares to arouse her? Blessed is everyone 
who blesses you, O Israel, and cursed is everyone who curses you.”  Numbers 24:9 (NLT) 

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish 
but have eternal life.”  John 3:16 (ESV) 



“For you see, the believers in Macedonia and Achaia have eagerly taken up an offering for the poor 
among the believers in Jerusalem. They were glad to do this because they feel they owe a real debt to 
them. Since the Gentiles received the spiritual blessings of the Good News from the believers in 
Jerusalem, they feel the least they can do in return is to help them financially.”  Romans 15:26-27 (NLT) 

 “But some of these branches from Abraham’s tree—some of the people of Israel—have been broken off. 
And you Gentiles, who were branches from a wild olive tree, have been grafted in. So now you also 
receive the blessing God has promised Abraham and his children, sharing in the rich nourishment 
from the root of God’s special olive tree. But you must not brag about being grafted in to replace the 
branches that were broken off. You are just a branch, not the root.”  Romans 11:17-18 (NLT)  

 Tommy Green ● 11-09-25 ● tommy.green@gracefm.org

mailto:tommy.green@gracefm.org

