Jerusalem - Part 2
Message 08 in the series, “Journey to Bethlehem”

A. A man named Simeon had waited his entire life for the Messiah.

“Eight days later, when the baby was circumcised, he was named Jesus, the name given him by the
angel even before he was conceived. Then it was time for their purification offering, as required by the
law of Moses after the birth of a child; so his parents took him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord.
The law of the Lord says, ‘If a woman’s first child is a boy, he must be dedicated to the Lord.” So they
offered the sacrifice required in the law of the Lord—'either a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.’
At that time there was a man in Jerusalem named Simeon. He was righteous and devout and was
eagerly waiting for the Messiah to come and rescue Israel. The Holy Spirit was upon him and had
revealed to him that he would not die until he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. That day the Spirit led him
to the Temple. So when Mary and Joseph came to present the baby Jesus to the Lord as the law
required, Simeon was there. He took the child in his arms and praised God, saying, ‘Sovereign Lord,
now let your servant die in peace, as you have promised. | have seen your salvation, which you have
prepared for all people. He is a light to reveal God to the nations, and he is the glory of your people
Israel’” Jesus’ parents were amazed at what was being said about him. Then Simeon blessed them,
and he said to Mary, the baby’s mother, ‘This child is destined to cause many in Israel to fall, and many
others to rise. He has been sent as a sign from God, but many will oppose him. As a result, the
deepest thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your very soul.”

Luke 2:21-35 (NLT)

1. What Simeon waited for his whole life, God fulfilled in a single moment.

“...'Then the Lord you are seeking will suddenly come to his Temple. The messenger of the
covenant, whom you look for so eagerly, is surely coming,’ says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies.”
Malachi 3:1 (NLT)

“Be still in the presence of the LORD, and wait patiently for him to act. Don’t worry about evil
people who prosper or fret about their wicked schemes.” Psalm 37:7 (NLT)

“I waited patiently for the Lord to help me, and he turned to me and heard my cry. He lifted me out
of the pit of despair, out of the mud and the mire. He set my feet on solid ground and steadied me
as | walked along.” Psalm 40:1-2 (NLT)

2. Simeon predicted that people would either accept or oppose Jesus.

“Anyone who isn’t with me opposes me, and anyone who isn’'t working with me is actually working
against me.” Matthew 12:30 (NLT)

“John said to Jesus, ‘Teacher, we saw someone using your name to cast out demons, but we told
him to stop because he wasn’t in our group.’ ‘Don’t stop him!’ Jesus said. ‘No one who performs a
miracle in my name will soon be able to speak evil of me. Anyone who is not against us is for us. If
anyone gives you even a cup of water because you belong to the Messiah, | tell you the truth, that
person will surely be rewarded.” Mark 9:38-41 (NLT)

“I know all the things you do, that you are neither hot nor cold. | wish that you were one or the
other! But since you are like lukewarm water, neither hot nor cold, | will spit you out of my mouth!”
Revelation 3:15-16 (NLT)



B. A prophetess nhamed Anna rejoiced when she saw Jesus.

“Anna, a prophet, was also there in the Temple... and she was very old. Her husband died when they
had been married only seven years. Then she lived as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never
left the Temple but stayed there day and night, worshiping God with fasting and prayer. She came
along just as Simeon was talking with Mary and Joseph, and she began praising God. She talked
about the child to everyone who had been waiting expectantly for God to rescue Jerusalem.”

1.

Luke 2:36-38 (NLT)
Anna loved spending time with God.

“The one thing | ask of the LORD—the thing | seek most—is to live in the house of the LORD all
the days of my life, delighting in the LORD’s perfections and meditating in his Temple.”
Psalm 27:4 (NLT)

“You make known to me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand
are pleasures forevermore.” Psalm 16:11 (ESV)

“I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 (NLT)

Anna told everyone about Jesus.
“What should we do with these men?’ they asked each other. ‘We can’t deny that they have
performed a miraculous sign, and everybody in Jerusalem knows about it. But to keep them from
spreading their propaganda any further, we must warn them not to speak to anyone in Jesus’ name
again.’ So they called the apostles back in and commanded them never again to speak or teach in
the name of Jesus. But Peter and John replied, ‘Do you think God wants us to obey you rather than
him? We cannot stop telling about everything we have seen and heard.” Acts 4:16-20 (NLT)
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