Abram
Message 03 in the series, “Answered”

A. Abram is the answer to Lot’s unspoken prayer.

“As it happened, the valley of the Dead Sea was filled with tar pits. And as the army of the kings of
Sodom and Gomorrah fled, some fell into the tar pits, while the rest escaped into the mountains. The
victorious invaders then plundered Sodom and Gomorrah and headed for home, taking with them all
the spoils of war and the food supplies. They also captured Lot—Abram’s nephew who lived in
Sodom—and carried off everything he owned. But one of Lot's men escaped and reported everything
to Abram the Hebrew... When Abram heard that his nephew Lot had been captured, he mobilized the
318 trained men who had been born into his household. Then he pursued Kedorlaomer’s army until
he caught up with them at Dan. There he divided his men and attacked during the night.
Kedorlaomer’s army fled, but Abram chased them as far as Hobah, north of Damascus. Abram
recovered all the goods that had been taken, and he brought back his nephew Lot with his
possessions and all the women and other captives.” Genesis 14:10-16 (NLT)

1. You don’t need a word from God when the need is obvious.

“Suppose you see a brother or sister who has no food or clothing, and you say, ‘Good-bye and
have a good day; stay warm and eat well'—but then you don’t give that person any food or
clothing. What good does that do? So you see, faith by itself isn’t enough. Unless it produces
good deeds, it is dead and useless.” James 2:15-17 (NLT)

2. Sometimes meeting someone’s need means inviting others to help.
“Share each other’s burdens, and in this way obey the law of Christ.” Galatians 6:2 (NLT)

“Just as our bodies have many parts and each part has a special function, so it is with Christ’s
body. We are many parts of one body, and we all belong to each other.” Romans 12:4-5 (NLT)

After rescuing Lot, Abram gave a tithe to Melchizedek, the king of Salem.

“After Abram returned from his victory over Kedorlaomer and all his allies, the king of Sodom went out
to meet him in the valley of Shaveh (that is, the King’s Valley). And Melchizedek, the king of Salem
and a priest of God Most High, brought Abram some bread and wine. Melchizedek blessed Abram
with this blessing: ‘Blessed be Abram by God Most High, Creator of heaven and earth. And blessed
be God Most High, who has defeated your enemies for you.” Then Abram gave Melchizedek a tenth
of all the goods he had recovered. The king of Sodom said to Abram, ‘Give back my people who were
captured. But you may keep for yourself all the goods you have recovered.” Abram replied to the king
of Sodom, ‘I solemnly swear to the LORD, God Most High, Creator of heaven and earth, that | will not
take so much as a single thread or sandal thong from what belongs to you. Otherwise you might say,
‘I am the one who made Abram rich.’ | will accept only what my young warriors have already eaten,
and | request that you give a fair share of the goods to my allies—Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre.”
Genesis 14:17-24 (NLT)

Note: Melchizedek was an Old Testament type and shadow of Jesus.

“This Melchizedek was king of the city of Salem and also a priest of God Most High. When Abraham
was returning home after winning a great battle against the kings, Melchizedek met him and blessed
him. Then Abraham took a tenth of all he had captured in battle and gave it to Melchizedek. The
name Melchizedek means ‘king of justice,” and king of Salem means ‘king of peace.’ There is no
record of his father or mother or any of his ancestors—no beginning or end to his life. He remains a
priest forever, resembling the Son of God.” Hebrews 7:1-3 (NLT)



When God moves powerfully through us, our first responsibility is to make sure the glory
goes to Jesus.

“In the same way, let your good deeds shine out for all to see, so that everyone will praise your
heavenly Father.” Matthew 5:16 (NLT)

“Peter saw his opportunity and addressed the crowd. ‘People of Israel,” he said, ‘what is so
surprising about this? And why stare at us as though we had made this man walk by our own
power or godliness? For it is the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—the God of all our ancestors
—who has brought glory to his servant Jesus by doing this...”” Acts 3:12—13 (NLT)
Helping others may cost us something—but we should still do it.
“Don’t look out only for your own interests, but take an interest in others, t00.”

Philippians 2:4 (NLT)
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