Moses
Message 01 in the series, “Answered”

A. The Israelites cried out to God for help!

“Years passed, and the king of Egypt died. But the Israelites continued to groan under their burden of
slavery. They cried out for help, and their cry rose up to God. God heard their groaning, and he
remembered his covenant promise to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. He looked down on the people of
Israel and knew it was time to act. One day Moses was tending the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro,
the priest of Midian. He led the flock far into the wilderness and came to Sinai, the mountain of God.
There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a blazing fire from the middle of a bush. Moses
stared in amazement. Though the bush was engulfed in flames, it didn’t burn up. ‘This is amazing,’
Moses said to himself. ‘Why isn’t that bush burning up? | must go see it.” When the LORD saw Moses
coming to take a closer look, God called to him from the middle of the bush, ‘Moses! Moses!” ‘Here |
am! Moses replied. ‘Do not come any closer,” the LORD warned. ‘Take off your sandals, for you are
standing on holy ground. | am the God of your father—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the
God of Jacob.” When Moses heard this, he covered his face because he was afraid to look at God.
Then the LORD told him, ‘I have certainly seen the oppression of my people in Egypt. | have heard
their cries of distress because of their harsh slave drivers. Yes, | am aware of their suffering. So |
have come down to rescue them from the power of the Egyptians and lead them out of Egypt into
their own fertile and spacious land... Look! The cry of the people of Israel has reached me, and |
have seen how harshly the Egyptians abuse them. Now go, for | am sending you to Pharaoh. You
must lead my people Israel out of Egypt.” Exodus 2:23-3:10 (NLT)

1. Moses was God’s answer to the Israelites’ prayers.
“...Who knows if perhaps you were made queen for just such a time as this?” Esther 4:14 (NLT)
2. Many times God interrupts the ordinary with the unusual to get our attention.

Jesus replied with a story: “A Jewish man was traveling from Jerusalem down to Jericho, and he
was attacked by bandits. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him up, and left him half dead
beside the road...Then a despised Samaritan came along, and when he saw the man, he felt
compassion for him. Going over to him, the Samaritan soothed his wounds with olive oil and wine
and bandaged them. Then he put the man on his own donkey and took him to an inn, where he
took care of him. The next day he handed the innkeeper two silver coins, telling him, ‘Take care of
this man. If his bill runs higher than this, I'll pay you the next time I'm here.”

Luke 10:30, 33-35 (NLT)

B. Moses didn’t doubt Israel’s need—he doubted God’s choice of him.

But Moses protested to God, “Who am | to appear before Pharaoh? Who am | to lead the people of
Israel out of Egypt?” God answered, “| will be with you. And this is your sign that | am the one who
has sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship God at this very
mountain.” But Moses protested, “If | go to the people of Israel and tell them, “The God of your
ancestors has sent me to you,’ they will ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what should | tell them?”
God replied to Moses, “| AM WHO | AM. Say this to the people of Israel: | AM has sent me to you...”
But Moses protested again, “What if they won’t believe me or listen to me? What if they say, ‘The
LORD never appeared to you’?” Then the LORD asked him, “What is that in your hand?” “A
shepherd’s staff,” Moses replied. “Throw it down on the ground,” the LORD told him. So Moses threw
down the staff, and it turned into a snake! Moses jumped back. Then the LORD told him, “Reach out
and grab its tail.” So Moses reached out and grabbed it, and it turned back into a shepherd’s staff in
his hand. “Perform this sign,” the LORD told him. “Then they will believe that the LORD, the God of
their ancestors—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob—really has appeared
to you...” But Moses pleaded with the LORD, “O Lord, I’'m not very good with words. | never have
been, and I'm not now, even though you have spoken to me. | get tongue-tied, and my words get
tangled.” Then the LORD asked Moses, “Who makes a person’s mouth? Who decides whether
people speak or do not speak, hear or do not hear, see or do not see? Is it not |, the LORD? Now go!



| will be with you as you speak, and | will instruct you in what to say.” But Moses again pleaded, “Lord,
please! Send anyone else.” Then the LORD became angry with Moses. “All right,” he said. “What
about your brother, Aaron the Levite?... Aaron will be your spokesman to the people. He will be your
mouthpiece, and you will stand in the place of God for him, telling him what to say.”... So Moses took
his wife and sons, put them on a donkey, and headed back to the land of Egypt. In his hand he
carried the staff of God. Exodus 3:11-20 (NLT)
Four lies that will keep you from being used by God:
1. I’'m not enough.

“...Who am | to appear before Pharaoh?...” Exodus 3:11 (NLT)
2. |ldon’t know enough.

“...they will ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what should | tell them?” Exodus 3:13 (NLT)
3. I’'m going to get rejected.

“...What if they won’t believe me or listen to me?...” Exodus 4:1 (NLT)

4. That’s not my gift.

“...I am not very good with words...I get tongue-tied...” Exodus 4:10 (NLT)
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