Philip
Message 02 in the series, “Answered”

A. The treasurer of Ethiopia longed to understand the Bible.

“As for Philip, an angel of the Lord said to him, ‘Go south down the desert road that runs from
Jerusalem to Gaza.’ So he started out, and he met the treasurer of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great
authority...The eunuch had gone to Jerusalem to worship, and he was now returning. Seated in his
carriage, he was reading aloud from the book of the prophet Isaiah. The Holy Spirit said to Philip, ‘Go
over and walk along beside the carriage.” Philip ran over and heard the man reading from the prophet
Isaiah. Philip asked, ‘Do you understand what you are reading?’ The man replied, ‘How can I, unless
someone instructs me?’ And he urged Philip to come up into the carriage and sit with him.”

1.

Acts 8:26-31 (NLT)
God answered the Ethiopian’s searching heart by sending Philip.

“The LORD gave this message to Jonah son of Amittai: ‘Get up and go to the great city of
Nineveh. Announce my judgment against it because | have seen how wicked its people are.’ But
Jonah got up and went in the opposite direction to get away from the LORD. He went down to the
port of Joppa, where he found a ship leaving for Tarshish. He bought a ticket and went on board,
hoping to escape from the LORD by sailing to Tarshish.” Jonah 1:1-3 (NLT)

God usually doesn’t let us see the whole picture when He gives us an assignment.

“Now we see things imperfectly, like puzzling reflections in a mirror, but then we will see
everything with perfect clarity. All that | know now is partial and incomplete, but then | will know
everything completely, just as God now knows me completely.” 1 Corinthians 13:12 (NLT)

“Your word is a lamp to guide my feet and a light for my path.” Psalm 119:105 (NLT)

“By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed
and went, even though he did not know where he was going.” Hebrews 11:8 (ISV)

Life Application: Obedience to God usually requires taking the first step before knowing all the
details.

Many times God tells us to do things that can make us feel uncomfortable!

“Now there was a believer in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord spoke to him in a vision,
calling, ‘Ananias!’ ‘Yes, Lord!’ he replied. The Lord said, ‘Go over to Straight Street, to the house
of Judas. When you get there, ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul. He is praying to me right
now. | have shown him a vision of a man named Ananias coming in and laying hands on him so
he can see again.’ ‘But Lord,” exclaimed Ananias, ‘I've heard many people talk about the terrible
things this man has done to the believers in Jerusalem! And he is authorized by the leading
priests to arrest everyone who calls upon your name.’ But the Lord said, ‘Go, for Saul is my
chosen instrument to take my message to the Gentiles and to kings, as well as to the people of
Israel.” Acts 9:10-15 (NLT)

Life Application: We can't let our fear of what others think keep us from obeying God.

“...I'm not trying to win the approval of people, but of God. If pleasing people were my goal, |
would not be Christ’s servant.” Galatians 1:10 (NLT)

“It is dangerous to be concerned with what others think of you, but if you trust the LORD, you are
safe.” Proverbs 29:25 (GNT)



B. The treasurer of Ethiopia asked Philip to explain a portion of scripture from Isaiah 53.

“The passage of Scripture he had been reading was this: ‘He was led like a sheep to the slaughter.
And as a lamb is silent before the shearers, he did not open his mouth. He was humiliated and
received no justice. Who can speak of his descendants? For his life was taken from the earth.” The
eunuch asked Philip, ‘Tell me, was the prophet talking about himself or someone else?’ So beginning
with this same Scripture, Philip told him the Good News about Jesus. As they rode along, they came
to some water, and the eunuch said, ‘Look! There’s some water! Why can’t | be baptized?’ He
ordered the carriage to stop, and they went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. When they
came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away. The eunuch never saw him
again but went on his way rejoicing. Meanwhile, Philip found himself farther north at the town of
Azotus. He preached the Good News there and in every town along the way until he came to
Caesarea.” Acts 8:32—40 (NLT)

1. Philip told him the Good News about Jesus.

“Preach the word of God. Be prepared, whether the time is favorable or not...”
2 Timothy 4:2 (NLT)

2. We should look for opportunities to minister God’s love and truth.

“Therefore, whenever we have the opportunity, we should do good to everyone...”
Galatians 6:10 (NLT)
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