Jesus and the Disciples
Message 04 in the series, “Answered”

"As soon as Jesus heard the news, he left in a boat to a remote area to be alone. But the crowds heard
where he was headed and followed on foot from many towns. Jesus saw the huge crowd as he stepped
from the boat, and he had compassion on them and healed their sick. That evening the disciples came to
him and said, 'This is a remote place, and it's already getting late. Send the crowds away so they can go
to the villages and buy food for themselves.' But Jesus said, "That isn't necessary—you feed them.' 'But
we have only five loaves of bread and two fish!' they answered. 'Bring them here,' he said. Then he told
the people to sit down on the grass. Jesus took the five loaves and two fish, looked up toward heaven,
and blessed them. Then, breaking the loaves into pieces, he gave the bread to the disciples, who
distributed it to the people. They all ate as much as they wanted, and afterward, the disciples picked up
twelve baskets of leftovers. About 5,000 men were fed that day, in addition to all the women and children!"
Matthew 14:13-21 (NLT)

1. Jesus interrupted His rest to meet the needs of others.

"Just then his disciples returned and were surprised to find him talking with a woman. But no one
asked, 'What do you want?' or 'Why are you talking with her?' Then, leaving her water jar, the woman
went back to the town and said to the people, 'Come, see a man who told me everything | ever did.
Could this be the Messiah?' They came out of the town and made their way toward him. Meanwhile
his disciples urged him, 'Rabbi, eat something.' But he said to them, 'l have food to eat that you know
nothing about.' Then his disciples said to each other, 'Could someone have brought him food?' 'My
food," said Jesus, 'is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work.™ John 4:27-34 (NIV)

2. The disciples believed it was the wrong time and the wrong place to continue meeting the
needs of the people.

"You know the saying, 'Four months between planting and harvest.' But | say, wake up and look
around. The fields are already ripe for harvest." John 4:35 (NLT)

"So be careful how you live. Don't live like fools, but like those who are wise. Make the most of every
opportunity in these evil days. Don't act thoughtlessly, but understand what the Lord wants you to do."
Ephesians 5:15-17 (NLT)

3. When Jesus told the disciples to feed the crowd, their response was focused on what they
lacked rather than who was asking.

Then the angel of the LORD came and sat beneath the great tree at Ophrah, which belonged to
Joash of the clan of Abiezer. Gideon son of Joash was threshing wheat at the bottom of a winepress
to hide the grain from the Midianites. The angel of the LORD appeared to him and said, “Mighty hero,
the LORD is with you!” “Sir,” Gideon replied, “if the LORD is with us, why has all this happened to us?
And where are all the miracles our ancestors told us about? Didn't they say, ‘The LORD brought us
up out of Egypt’? But now the LORD has abandoned us and handed us over to the Midianites.” Then
the LORD turned to him and said, “Go with the strength you have, and rescue Israel from the
Midianites. | am sending you!” “But Lord,” Gideon replied, “how can | rescue Israel? My clan is the
weakest in the whole tribe of Manasseh, and | am the least in my entire family!” The LORD said to
him, “I will be with you. And you will destroy the Midianites as if you were fighting against one man."
Judges 6:11-16 (NLT)

"By his divine power, God has given us everything we need for living a godly life. We have received
all of this by coming to know him, the one who called us to himself by means of his marvelous glory
and excellence." 2 Peter 1:3 (NLT)

"Each time he said, 'My grace is all you need. My power works best in weakness.' So now | am glad
to boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ can work through me."
2 Corinthians 12:9 (NLT)



Jesus took the little the disciples had and multiplied it to meet the needs of others.
"For God is the one who provides seed for the farmer and then bread to eat. In the same way, he will
provide and increase your resources and then produce a great harvest of generosity in you."

2 Corinthians 9:10 (NLT)
"And God will generously provide all you need. Then you will always have everything you need and
plenty left over to share with others." 2 Corinthians 9:8 (NLT)
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