Foundation of Faith
Message 02 in the series, “God’s Building”

A.	What is faith, and why is it the foundation of every believer’s life?

“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.”  
      Hebrews 11:1 (KJV)

Note: Webster's 1828 Definition — FAITH, noun [Latin fides, fido, to trust; Greek: pisteūō — “to persuade, to draw toward, to believe, to obey”. In the Greek Lexicon of Hederic it is said, the primitive signification of the verb is to bind and draw or lead, as signified by a rope or cable.]

A great definition of biblical faith then could be “Faith is an affectionate, active confidence in the character and word of God — so settled and sure that it functions as present-tense evidence of realities not yet visible, and secures the soul to the promises of God the way a cable secures a ship to its anchor.”

B.	Our faith becomes a firm foundation when we read and know God’s Word.

“…faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”  Romans 10:17 (NKJV)

Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted there by the devil. For forty days and forty nights he fasted and became very hungry. During that time the devil came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become loaves of bread.” But Jesus told him, “No! The Scriptures say, ‘People do not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” Then the devil took him to the holy city, Jerusalem, to the highest point of the Temple, and said, “If you are the Son of God, jump off! For the Scriptures say, ‘He will order his angels to protect you. And they will hold you up with their hands so you won’t even hurt your foot on a stone.’” Jesus responded, “The Scriptures also say, ‘You must not test the LORD your God.’” Next the devil took him to the peak of a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. “I will give it all to you,” he said, “if you will kneel down and worship me.” “Get out of here, Satan,” Jesus told him. “For the Scriptures say, ‘You must worship the LORD your God and serve only him.’” Then the devil went away, and angels came and took care of Jesus.  
   Matthew 4:1-11 (NLT)

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”
        John 1:1 (ESV)

“For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. ‘For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there but water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. “For you shall go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and the hills before you shall break forth into singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.’”  Isaiah 55:9-12 (ESV)

“Every Scripture passage is inspired by God. All of them are useful for teaching, pointing out errors, correcting people, and training them for a life that has God’s approval. They equip God’s servants so that they are completely prepared to do good things.”  2 Timothy 3:16-17 (GWT)






C.	Our faith becomes a firm foundation when we face circumstances that are either difficult or seem hopeless.

“Anyone who listens to my teaching and follows it is wise, like a person who builds a house on solid rock. Though the rain comes in torrents and the floodwaters rise and the winds beat against that house, it won’t collapse because it is built on bedrock. But anyone who hears my teaching and doesn’t obey it is foolish, like a person who builds a house on sand. When the rains and floods come and the winds beat against that house, it will collapse with a mighty crash.”  Matthew 7:24-27 (NLT)

“Then he got into the boat and his disciples followed him. Suddenly a furious storm came up on the lake, so that the waves swept over the boat. But Jesus was sleeping. The disciples went and woke him, saying, ‘Lord, save us! We’re going to drown!’ He replied, ‘You of little faith, why are you so afraid?’ Then he got up and rebuked the winds and the waves, and it was completely calm. The men were amazed and asked, ‘What kind of man is this? Even the winds and the waves obey him!’”                                
                                                                                                                            Matthew 8:23-27 (NIV)

Note:  It is during times of difficulty and challenge that our faith is perfected. In these times, we are forced to rely on God as a father, a provider, a comforter, and the ultimate source of truth.

D.	Our faith becomes a firm foundation by remembering what God has done for us and for others.

“I cry out to God; yes, I shout. Oh, that God would listen to me! When I was in deep trouble, I searched for the Lord. All night long I prayed, with hands lifted toward heaven, but my soul was not comforted. I think of God, and I moan, overwhelmed with longing for his help. You don’t let me sleep. I am too distressed even to pray! I think of the good old days, long since ended, when my nights were filled with joyful songs. I search my soul and ponder the difference now. Has the Lord rejected me forever? Will he never again be kind to me? Is his unfailing love gone forever? Have his promises permanently failed? Has God forgotten to be gracious? Has he slammed the door on his compassion? And I said, ‘This is my fate; the Most High has turned his hand against me.’ But then I recall all you have done, O LORD; I remember your wonderful deeds of long ago. They are constantly in my thoughts. I cannot stop thinking about your mighty works.”  Psalm 77:1-12 (NLT)

“But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.”  Hebrews 11:6 (NKJV)
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