Hope
Message 03 in the series, "God’s Building"

“For we are God'’s fellow workers. You are God'’s field, God’s building. According to the grace of God
given to me, like a skilled master builder | laid a foundation, and someone else is building upon it. Let
each one take care how he builds upon it.” 1 Corinthians 3:9-10 (ESV)

A.

Hope isn’t optimism, but assurance rooted in truth. It’s a confident expectation of something
certain.

“We were given this hope when we were saved. (If we already have something, we don’t need to
hope for it. But if we look forward to something we don’t yet have, we must wait patiently and
confidently.)” Romans 8:24-25 (NLT)

How hope connects to our faith in Jesus:

1. Hope anchors us in the promise of our salvation.

“This hope is a strong and trustworthy anchor for our souls. It leads us through the curtain into
God'’s inner sanctuary.” Hebrews 6:19 (NLT)

2. Hope fuels our endurance.

“Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we
rejoice in hope of the glory of God. Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that
suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces
hope, and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.” Romans 5:2-5 (ESV)

“This is why we work hard and continue to struggle, for our hope is in the living God, who is the
Savior of all people and particularly of all believers.” 1 Timothy 4:10 (NLT)

3. As God’s building, we don’t just possess hope — we make it visible to the world around

us.

“To them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of
this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.” Colossians 1:27 (ESV)

“| pray that God, the source of hope, will fill you completely with joy and peace because you trust
in him. Then you will overflow with confident hope through the power of the Holy Spirit.”
Romans 15:13 (NLT)

“...And if someone asks about your hope as a believer, always be ready to explain it.”
1 Peter 3:15b (NLT)

We must beware of counterfeit hopes.

“I look up to the mountains—does my help come from there? My help comes from the LORD, who
made heaven and earth! He will not let you stumble; the one who watches over you will not slumber.
Indeed, he who watches over Israel never slumbers or sleeps. The LORD himself watches over you!
The LORD stands beside you as your protective shade. The sun will not harm you by day, nor the
moon at night. The LORD keeps you from all harm and watches over your life. The LORD keeps
watch over you as you come and go, both now and forever.” Psalm 121:1-8 (NLT)



True hope is anchored in God’s character.

“Yet | still dare to hope when | remember this: The faithful love of the LORD never ends! His
mercies never cease. Great is his faithfulness; his mercies begin afresh each morning.”
Lamentations 3:21-23 (NLT)

Our hope is rooted in the resurrection of Christ.

“Let us give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! Because of his great mercy
he gave us new life by raising Jesus Christ from death. This fills us with a living hope.”
1 Peter 1:3 (GNT)

Note: Without God, without the resurrection of Christ, we are truly hopeless.

“For if there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised either. And if Christ
has not been raised, then all our preaching is useless, and your faith is useless. And we
apostles would all be lying about God—for we have said that God raised Christ from the grave.
But that can’t be true if there is no resurrection of the dead. And if there is no resurrection of the
dead, then Christ has not been raised. And if Christ has not been raised, then your faith is
useless and you are still guilty of your sins. In that case, all who have died believing in Christ are
lost! And if our hope in Christ is only for this life, we are more to be pitied than anyone in the
world. But in fact, Christ has been raised from the dead...” 1 Corinthians 15:13-20 (NLT)

“Let us hold tightly without wavering to the hope we affirm, for God can be trusted to keep his
promise.” Hebrews 10:23 (NLT)
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