Enhancements Pt. 1
Message 05 in the series, “God’s Building”

“For we are God'’s fellow workers. You are God'’s field, God’s building. According to the grace of God
given to me, like a skilled master builder | laid a foundation, and someone else is building upon it. Let
each one take care how he builds upon it.” 1 Corinthians 3:9-10 (ESV)

“For we are His workmanship [His own master work, a work of art], created in Christ Jesus [reborn from
above—spiritually transformed, renewed, ready to be used] for good works, which God prepared [for us]
beforehand [taking paths which He set], so that we would walk in them [living the good life which He
prearranged and made ready for us].” Ephesians 2:10 (AMP)

“By his divine power, God has given us everything we need for living a godly life. We have received all of
this by coming to know him, the one who called us to himself by means of his marvelous glory and
excellence. And because of his glory and excellence, he has given us great and precious promises.
These are the promises that enable you to share his divine nature and escape the world’s corruption
caused by human desires. In view of all this, make every effort to respond to God’s promises.
Supplement your faith with a generous provision of moral excellence, and moral excellence with
knowledge, and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with patient endurance, and patient
endurance with godliness, and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love for
everyone. The more you grow like this, the more productive and useful you will be in your knowledge of
our Lord Jesus Christ. But those who fail to develop in this way are shortsighted or blind, forgetting that
they have been cleansed from their old sins.” 2 Peter 1:3-9 (NLT)

1.  Moral excellence lays the foundation for a life that bears fruit for God.

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of witnesses to the life of faith, let us
strip off every weight that slows us down, especially the sin that so easily trips us up. And let us run
with endurance the race God has set before us. We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, the
champion who initiates and perfects our faith. ...” Hebrews 12:1-2 (NLT)

“Since you have heard about Jesus and have learned the truth that comes from him, throw off your
old sinful nature and your former way of life, which is corrupted by lust and deception. Instead, let the
Spirit renew your thoughts and attitudes. Put on your new nature, created to be like God—truly
righteous and holy. So stop telling lies. Let us tell our neighbors the truth, for we are all parts of the
same body. And ‘don’t sin by letting anger control you.’ Don'’t let the sun go down while you are still
angry, for anger gives a foothold to the devil. If you are a thief, quit stealing. Instead, use your hands
for good hard work, and then give generously to others in need. Don’t use foul or abusive language.
Let everything you say be good and helpful, so that your words will be an encouragement to those
who hear them. And do not bring sorrow to God’s Holy Spirit by the way you live. Remember, he has
identified you as his own, guaranteeing that you will be saved on the day of redemption. Get rid of all
bitterness, rage, anger, harsh words, and slander, as well as all types of evil behavior. Instead, be
kind to each other, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God through Christ has forgiven
you.” Ephesians 4:21-31 (NLT)

2. Growing in knowledge sharpens us into more effective instruments in God’s hands.

“My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge; because you have rejected knowledge, | reject you
from being a priest to me....” Hosea 4:6a (ESV)

“Intelligent people are always ready to learn. Their ears are open for knowledge.”
Proverbs 18:15 (NLT)

“...Tune your ears to wisdom, and concentrate on understanding. Cry out for insight, and ask for
understanding. Search for them as you would for silver; seek them like hidden treasures. Then you
will understand what it means to fear the LORD, and you will gain knowledge of God. For the LORD



grants wisdom! From his mouth come knowledge and understanding. He grants a treasure of
common sense to the honest. He is a shield to those who walk with integrity. He guards the paths of
the just and protects those who are faithful to him. Then you will understand what is right, just, and
fair, and you will find the right way to go. For wisdom will enter your heart, and knowledge will fill you
with joy.” Proverbs 2:2-10 (NLT)

“Fear of the LORD is the foundation of wisdom. Knowledge of the Holy One results in good
judgment.” Proverbs 9:10 (NLT)

Self-control strengthens the structure of a life that honors God.
“A man without self-control is like a city broken into and left without walls.” Proverbs 25:28 (ESV)

Note: Self-control means choosing inconvenient or unpleasant limits now in order to be truly content
and effective later.

“You say, ‘| am allowed to do anything'—but not everything is good for you. You say, ‘Il am allowed to
do anything’'—but not everything is beneficial. Don’t be concerned for your own good but for the
good of others.” 1 Corinthians 10:23-24 (NLT)

“I discipline my body like an athlete, training it to do what it should. Otherwise, | fear that after
preaching to others | myself might be disqualified.” 1 Corinthians 9:27 (NLT)

God is committed to helping us develop self-control.
“For God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control.” 2 Timothy 1:7 (ESV)

“So | say, let the Holy Spirit guide your lives. Then you won'’t be doing what your sinful nature craves.
The sinful nature wants to do evil, which is just the opposite of what the Spirit wants. And the Spirit
gives us desires that are the opposite of what the sinful nature desires. These two forces are
constantly fighting each other, so you are not free to carry out your good intentions... When you
follow the desires of your sinful nature, the results are very clear: sexual immorality, impurity, lustful
pleasures, idolatry, sorcery, hostility, quarreling, jealousy, outbursts of anger, selfish ambition,
dissension, division, envy, drunkenness, wild parties, and other sins like these. Let me tell you again,
as | have before, that anyone living that sort of life will not inherit the Kingdom of God. But the Holy
Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against these things! Those who belong to
Christ Jesus have nailed the passions and desires of their sinful nature to his cross and crucified
them there. Since we are living by the Spirit, let us follow the Spirit’s leading in every part of our
lives.” Galatians 5:16-25 (NLT)
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