Enhancements Pt. 2
Message 06 in the series, “God’s Building”

“His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence, by which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire. For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love. For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. For whoever lacks these qualities is so nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten that he was cleansed from his former sins.” 
       2 Peter 1:3-9 (ESV)

“So all of us who have had that veil removed can see and reflect the glory of the Lord. And the Lord—who is the Spirit—makes us more and more like him as we are changed into his glorious image.” 
            2 Corinthians 3:18 (NLT)

A.	Virtue helps us become more productive and useful for God.

Virtue — “Moral goodness; the practice of moral duties and abstaining from vice; excellence of character.” It is a life that performs according to its God-given design — displaying His excellence in everyday conduct.

Greek — ἀρετή (aretē) — moral excellence, valor, virtue. In classical usage, the quality of anything fulfilling its designed purpose with excellence — a sword that cuts true, a soldier who performs valiantly. Applied to believers, it is God’s own excellence (2 Peter 1:3) being formed and displayed in us — not behavior modification, but design fulfillment.

1.	Virtue is God’s own excellence reproduced in us.

“By his divine power, God has given us everything we need for living a godly life. We have received all of this by coming to know him, the one who called us to himself by means of his marvelous glory and excellence.”  2 Peter 1:3 (NLT)

2.	A virtuous life proclaims God’s excellence to the world.

“…you are a chosen people. You are royal priests, a holy nation, God’s very own possession. As a result, you can show others the goodness of God, for he called you out of the darkness into his wonderful light.”  1 Peter 2:9 (NLT)

3.	What we think about determines what we become — virtue starts with our thought life.

“…Fix your thoughts on what is true, and honorable, and right, and pure, and lovely, and admirable. Think about things that are excellent and worthy of praise.”  Philippians 4:8 (NLT)

B.    Patient Endurance helps us become more productive and useful for God.

Greek — ὑπομονή (hypomonē) — from hypo (under) + menō (to remain). Literally, “remaining under a load rather than fleeing from it.” It is an Active, purposeful staying power — not passive resignation.

1. Patience is an active, purposeful staying power. It is the ability to stand and wait, no matter how long it takes.

“We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and trials, for we know that they help us develop endurance. And endurance develops strength of character…”  Romans 5:3-4 (NLT)

2.	Endurance fully developed makes us perfect and complete, needing nothing.

“Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles of any kind come your way, consider it an opportunity for great joy. For you know that when your faith is tested, your endurance has a chance to grow. So let it grow, for when your endurance is fully developed, you will be perfect and complete, needing nothing.”  James 1:2-4 (NLT)

“…So after you have suffered a little while, he will restore, support, and strengthen you, and he will place you on a firm foundation.”  1 Peter 5:10 (NLT)

C.	Godliness helps us become more productive and useful for God.

Godliness or Piety is the state of living in obedience to God’s commands, originating from a deep love of him and a reverence of his character and precepts.

Greek — εὐσέβεια (eusebeia) — from eu (well/good) + sebomai (to revere/worship). Literally, “well-directed reverence” — not just moral behavior, but a deep heart posture of devotion toward God that naturally shapes our outward conduct.

1.	Godliness means reflecting God’s divine nature in our daily lives.

“…Live clean, innocent lives as children of God, shining like bright lights in a world full of crooked and perverse people.”  Philippians 2:15 (NLT)

2.	Our godly lives are a light and a fragrance to the world.

“You are the light of the world—like a city on a hilltop that cannot be hidden. No one lights a lamp and then puts it under a basket. Instead, a lamp is placed on a stand, where it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your good deeds shine out for all to see, so that everyone will praise your heavenly Father.”  Matthew 5:14-16 (NLT)

“…he uses us to spread the knowledge of Christ everywhere, like a sweet perfume. Our lives are a Christ-like fragrance rising up to God. But this fragrance is perceived differently by those who are being saved and by those who are perishing. To those who are perishing, we are a dreadful smell of death and doom. But to those who are being saved, we are a life-giving perfume… We preach the word of God with sincerity and with Christ’s authority, knowing that God is watching us.”  2 Corinthians 2:14-17 (NLT)

3.	God has already given us everything we need to live a godly life.

“By his divine power, God has given us everything we need for living a godly life.”
         2 Peter 1:3 (NLT)

D.	Brotherly Affection helps us become more productive and useful for God.

Brotherly Affection - the warmth you feel for someone you genuinely belong to. This is relational intimacy, not just duty.

Greek — φιλαδελφία (philadelphia) — from philos (dear/beloved) + adelphos (brother). Literally, “fond, tender affection between family members” 

1.	Brotherly affection is sincere love shown through our actions.
“You were cleansed from your sins when you obeyed the truth, so now you must show sincere love to each other as brothers and sisters. Love each other deeply with all your heart.” 
       1 Peter 1:22 (NLT)

2.	Real love is not just words — it shows up in the lives of others.

“Don’t just pretend to love others. Really love them. Hate what is wrong. Hold tightly to what is good. Love each other with genuine affection and take delight in honoring each other. …When God’s people are in need, be ready to help them. Always be eager to practice hospitality. …Be happy with those who are happy, and weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with each other. Don’t be too proud to enjoy the company of ordinary people. And don’t think you know it all!” Romans 12:9-16 (NLT)

“If someone has enough money to live well and sees a brother or sister in need but shows no compassion—how can God’s love be in that person? Dear children, let’s not merely say that we love each other; let us show the truth by our actions.”  1 John 3:17-18 (NLT)

3.	Our love for one another proves to the world that we are Christ’s disciples.

“So now I am giving you a new commandment: Love each other. Just as I have loved you, you should love each other. Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are my disciples.”  John 13:34-35 (NLT)
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