
Paul's Message 
 

A. No matter who you are, where you've been, or what you've done — if you place your faith in 
Jesus, you can stand before God, holy, blameless, and right with Him. 

 

"For God in all his fullness was pleased to live in Christ, and through him God reconciled everything 
to himself. He made peace with everything in heaven and on earth by means of Christ's blood on the 
cross. This includes you who were once far away from God. You were his enemies, separated from 
him by your evil thoughts and actions. Yet now he has reconciled you to himself through the death of 
Christ in his physical body. As a result, he has brought you into his own presence, and you are holy 
and blameless as you stand before him without a single fault. But you must continue to believe this 
truth and stand firmly in it. Don't drift away from the assurance you received when you heard the 
Good News. The Good News has been preached all over the world, and I, Paul, have been 
appointed as God's servant to proclaim it."  Colossians 1:19-23 (NLT) 

 

"Even before he made the world, God loved us and chose us in Christ to be holy and without fault in 
his eyes... So we praise God for the glorious grace he has poured out on us who belong to his dear 
Son. He is so rich in kindness and grace that he purchased our freedom with the blood of his Son 
and forgave our sins."  Ephesians 1:4-7 (NLT) 

 

"Yet God, in his grace, freely makes us right in his sight. He did this through Christ Jesus when he 
freed us from the penalty for our sins. For God presented Jesus as the sacrifice for sin. People are 
made right with God when they believe that Jesus sacrificed his life, shedding his blood…" 

Romans 3:24-25 (NLT) 
 

"… Christ made us right with God; he made us pure and holy, and he freed us from sin." 

1 Corinthians 1:30 (NLT) 
 

"… For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so that we could be made 
right with God through Christ."  2 Corinthians 5:20-21 (NLT) 

 

“So it is clear that no one can be made right with God by trying to keep the law. For the Scriptures 
say, 'It is through faith that a righteous person has life.' This way of faith is very different from the 
way of law, which says, 'It is through obeying the law that a person has life.' But Christ has rescued 
us from the curse pronounced by the law. When he was hung on the cross, he took upon himself the 
curse for our wrongdoing…"  Galatians 3:11-13 (NLT) 

 

"…I no longer count on my own righteousness through obeying the law; rather, I become righteous 
through faith in Christ. For God's way of making us right with himself depends on faith." 

Philippians 3:9 (NLT) 
 

"You were dead because of your sins and because your sinful nature was not yet cut away. Then 
God made you alive with Christ, for he forgave all our sins. He canceled the record of the charges 
against us and took it away by nailing it to the cross."  Colossians 2:13-14 (NLT) 

 

"…We are always thankful that God chose you to be among the first to experience salvation—a 
salvation that came through the Spirit who makes you holy and through your belief in the truth. He 
called you to salvation when we told you the Good News; now you can share in the glory of our Lord 
Jesus Christ."  2 Thessalonians 2:13-14 (NLT) 

 

"But—When God our Savior revealed his kindness and love, he saved us, not because of the 
righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He washed away our sins, giving us a new 
birth and new life through the Holy Spirit. He generously poured out the Spirit upon us through Jesus 
Christ our Savior. Because of his grace he made us right in his sight and gave us confidence that we 
will inherit eternal life."  Titus 3:4-7 (NLT) 

 



B. No matter how far from God you have felt — if you place your faith in Jesus, you are no 
longer a stranger or an outsider. You are adopted. You are family. And you can have a 
relationship with Him like a child has with his father. 

 

"God decided in advance to adopt us into his own family by bringing us to himself through Jesus 
Christ. This is what he wanted to do, and it gave him great pleasure. So we praise God for the 
glorious grace he has poured out on us who belong to his dear Son."  Ephesians 1:5-6 (NLT) 

 

"So now you Gentiles are no longer strangers and foreigners. You are citizens along with all of God's 
holy people. You are members of God's family."  Ephesians 2:19 (NLT) 

 

"For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. So you have not received a spirit that 
makes you fearful slaves. Instead, you received God's Spirit when he adopted you as his own 
children. Now we call him, 'Abba, Father.' For his Spirit joins with our spirit to affirm that we are 
God's children."  Romans 8:14-16 (NLT) 

 

"And because we are his children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, prompting us to 
call out, 'Abba, Father.' Now you are no longer a slave but God's own child. And since you are his 
child, God has made you his heir."  Galatians 4:6-7 (NLT) 

 

"…Live clean, innocent lives as children of God, shining like bright lights in a world full of crooked 
and perverse people."  Philippians 2:15 (NLT) 

 

"Since God chose you to be the holy people he loves, you must clothe yourselves with 
tenderhearted mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience. Make allowance for each other's 
faults, and forgive anyone who offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must forgive 
others. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds us all together in perfect harmony." 

Colossians 3:12-14 (NLT) 
 

"We know, dear brothers and sisters, that God loves you and has chosen you to be his own people." 

1 Thessalonians 1:4 (NLT) 
 

"And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God's love. Neither death nor life, 
neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for today nor our worries about tomorrow—not even the 
powers of hell can separate us from God's love. No power in the sky above or in the earth below—
indeed, nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is revealed in 
Christ Jesus our Lord."  Romans 8:38-39 (NLT) 

 

C. God's adopted children have a guaranteed inheritance that is beyond anything we can 
imagine. 

 

"Now you are no longer a slave but God's own child. And since you are his child, God has made you 
his heir."  Galatians 4:7 (NLT) 

 

"… because we are united with Christ, we have received an inheritance from God…" 
Ephesians 1:11 (NLT) 

 

"That is what the Scriptures mean when they say, 'No eye has seen, no ear has heard, and no mind 
has imagined what God has prepared for those who love him.'"  1 Corinthians 2:9 (NLT) 

 

"Because of his grace he made us right in his sight and gave us confidence that we will inherit 
eternal life."  Titus 3:7 (NLT) 

 

"Yet what we suffer now is nothing compared to the glory he will reveal to us later. For all creation is 
waiting eagerly for that future day when God will reveal who his children really are. Against its will, all 
creation was subjected to God's curse. But with eager hope, the creation looks forward to the day 



when it will join God's children in glorious freedom from death and decay. For we know that all 
creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. And we believers 
also groan, even though we have the Holy Spirit within us as a foretaste of future glory, for we long 
for our bodies to be released from sin and suffering. We, too, wait with eager hope for the day when 
God will give us our full rights as his adopted children, including the new bodies he has promised us. 
We were given this hope when we were saved. (If we already have something, we don't need to 
hope for it. But if we look forward to something we don't yet have, we must wait patiently and 
confidently.)"  Romans 8:18-25 (NLT) 

 

"For we know that when this earthly tent we live in is taken down (that is, when we die and leave this 
earthly body), we will have a house in heaven, an eternal body made for us by God himself and not 
by human hands. We grow weary in our present bodies, and we long to put on our heavenly bodies 
like new clothing. For we will put on heavenly bodies; we will not be spirits without bodies. While we 
live in these earthly bodies, we groan and sigh, but it's not that we want to die and get rid of these 
bodies that clothe us. Rather, we want to put on our new bodies so that these dying bodies will be 
swallowed up by life. God himself has prepared us for this, and as a guarantee he has given us his 
Holy Spirit. So we are always confident, even though we know that as long as we live in these 
bodies we are not at home with the Lord. For we live by believing and not by seeing." 

2 Corinthians 5:1-7 (NLT) 
 

"But we are citizens of heaven, where the Lord Jesus Christ lives. And we are eagerly waiting for him 
to return as our Savior. He will take our weak mortal bodies and change them into glorious bodies 
like his own, using the same power with which he will bring everything under his control." 

Philippians 3:20-21 (NLT) 
 

"For we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and your love for all of God's people, which come 
from your confident hope of what God has reserved for you in heaven. You have had this 
expectation ever since you first heard the truth of the Good News."  Colossians 1:4-6 (NLT) 

 

"Since you have been raised to new life with Christ, set your sights on the realities of heaven, where 
Christ sits in the place of honor at God's right hand. Think about the things of heaven, not the things 
of earth. For you died to this life, and your real life is hidden with Christ in God. And when Christ, 
who is your life, is revealed to the whole world, you will share in all his glory."   

  Colossians 3:1-4 (NLT) 
 

"For the Lord himself will come down from heaven with a commanding shout, with the voice of the 
archangel, and with the trumpet call of God. First, the believers who have died will rise from their 
graves. Then, together with them, we who are still alive and remain on the earth will be caught up in 
the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. Then we will be with the Lord forever. So encourage each 
other with these words."  1 Thessalonians 4:16-18 (NLT) 
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