The Encounter
Message 02 in the series, "Faith Under Fire"

"As he was approaching Damascus on this mission, a light from heaven suddenly shone down
around him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, 'Saul! Saul! Why are you
persecuting me?' 'Who are you, lord?' Saul asked. And the voice replied, 'l am Jesus, the one you
are persecuting! Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.' The men
with Saul stood speechless, for they heard the sound of someone's voice but saw no one! Saul
picked himself up off the ground, but when he opened his eyes he was blind. So his companions led
him by the hand to Damascus. He remained there blind for three days and did not eat or drink."

Acts 9:3-9 (NLT)

1.  When you have an encounter with Jesus, it changes you—the way you see, the way you
walk, the way you live, and the way you think.

"What do you want me to do for you?' Jesus asked. 'My Rabbi," the blind man said, 'l want to
see!' And Jesus said to him, 'Go, for your faith has healed you.' Instantly the man could see, and
he followed Jesus down the road." Mark 10:51-52 (NLT)

"...Then he blessed Jacob there. Jacob named the place Peniel (which means 'face of God'), for
he said, 'l have seen God face to face, yet my life has been spared.' The sun was rising as
Jacob left Peniel, and he was limping because of the injury to his hip. (Even today the people of
Israel don't eat the tendon near the hip socket because of what happened that night when the
man strained the tendon of Jacob's hip.)" Genesis 32:29b-32 (NLT)

"When Simon Peter realized what had happened, he fell to his knees before Jesus and said,
'Oh, Lord, please leave me—I'm such a sinful man.' For he was awestruck by the number of fish
they had caught, as were the others with him...Jesus replied to Simon, 'Don't be afraid! From
now on you'll be fishing for people!" And as soon as they landed, they left everything and
followed Jesus." Luke 5:8-9,10b-11 (NLT)

"This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life is gone;
a new life has begun!" 2 Corinthians 5:17 (NLT)

"Now there was a believer in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord spoke to him in a vision,
calling, 'Ananias!' 'Yes, Lord!" he replied. The Lord said, 'Go over to Straight Street, to the house
of Judas. When you get there, ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul. He is praying to me right
now. | have shown him a vision of a man named Ananias coming in and laying hands on him so
he can see again.' 'But Lord,' exclaimed Ananias, 'l've heard many people talk about the terrible
things this man has done to the believers in Jerusalem! And he is authorized by the leading
priests to arrest everyone who calls upon your name.' But the Lord said, 'Go, for Saul is my
chosen instrument to take my message to the Gentiles and to kings, as well as to the people of
Israel. And | will show him how much he must suffer for my name's sake.' So Ananias went and
found Saul. He laid his hands on him and said, 'Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to
you on the road, has sent me so that you might regain your sight and be filled with the Holy
Spirit." Instantly something like scales fell from Saul's eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he
got up and was baptized. Afterward he ate some food and regained his strength..."

Acts 9:10-19a (NLT)

2. Before Paul could regain his sight, God had him depend on a fellow believer to pray over
him.

"For | know that as you pray for me and the Spirit of Jesus Christ helps me, this will lead to my
deliverance." Philippians 1:19 (NLT)



"Confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The
earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces wonderful results."
James 5:16 (NLT)

"l also tell you this: If two of you agree here on earth concerning anything you ask, my Father in
heaven will do it for you. For where two or three gather together as my followers, | am there
among them." Matthew 18:19-20 (NLT)

"Saul stayed with the believers in Damascus for a few days. And immediately he began
preaching about Jesus in the synagogues, saying, 'He is indeed the Son of God!" All who heard
him were amazed. 'Isn't this the same man who caused such devastation among Jesus'
followers in Jerusalem?' they asked. 'And didn't he come here to arrest them and take them in
chains to the leading priests?' Saul's preaching became more and more powerful, and the Jews
in Damascus couldn't refute his proofs that Jesus was indeed the Messiah. After a while some of
the Jews plotted together to kill him. They were watching for him day and night at the city gate
so they could murder him, but Saul was told about their plot. So during the night, some of the
other believers lowered him in a large basket through an opening in the city wall. When Saul
arrived in Jerusalem, he tried to meet with the believers, but they were all afraid of him. They did
not believe he had truly become a believer! Then Barnabas brought him to the apostles and told
them how Saul had seen the Lord on the way to Damascus and how the Lord had spoken to
Saul. He also told them that Saul had preached boldly in the name of Jesus in Damascus."

Acts 9:19b-27 (NLT)

God used Paul immediately. Don't let anyone tell you you're not ready.

"As Jesus was getting into the boat, the man who had been demon possessed begged to go
with him. But Jesus said, 'No, go home to your family, and tell them everything the Lord has
done for you and how merciful he has been.' So the man started off to visit the Ten Towns of
that region and began to tell everyone about the great things Jesus had done for him. And
everyone was amazed at what he told them." Mark 5:18-20 (NLT)

"But Moses pleaded with the LORD, 'O Lord, I'm not very good with words. | never have been,
and I'm not now, even though you have spoken to me. | get tongue-tied, and my words get
tangled.' Then the LORD asked Moses, 'Who makes a person's mouth? Who decides whether
people speak or do not speak, hear or do not hear, see or do not see? Is it not I, the LORD?
Now go! | will be with you as you speak, and | will instruct you in what to say."

Exodus 4:10-12 (NLT)

Tommy Green e 08-16-26 e tommy.green@gracefm.org



