PARENT CUE

Write these commandments that I’ve given you today on your hearts. Get them inside of you and then get them inside your children. Talk about them wherever you are, sitting at home or walking in the street; talk about them from the time you get up in the morning to when you fall into bed at night. Tie them on your
hands and foreheads as a reminder; inscribe them on the doorposts of your homes and on your city gates. | Deuteronomy 6:6-9 MSG

Choose the format that works with your family:
Pick a few questions and ask casually during the week, Have a small group discussion at lunch, or Have a small group with your teen and their friends.
Take what your teens give you, don’t force it. Slowly create a culture of authentic conversation.

MATTHEW 1:18-25 | DEC. 20th | Week TWO
WHERE IT COMES FROM

THE TEXT | Matthew 1:18-25

PLAY |

Christmas Spoons | Play the classic smash and grab game of spoons but use Candy Canes instead. For this game you will

need a deck of playing cards, candy canes (one per person minus 1) and instructions (see https://bicyclecards.com/how-to-play/
spoons/ )

SHARE

| What is one thing you hope God never asks you to do?

READ Matthew 1:18-25 and discuss it:






What do you like about this passage?
What don’t you like about this passage?
What does this tell us about the nature of man?
What does it reveal about God?
What do you need to do about
this truth this week?

PLEASING GOD

OFTEN STARTS WITH

DISAPPOINTING PEOPLE

PRAY |



Agree or Disagree?



Give an example of this from your own life.



If you’re not ready to be criticized for obedience to God, you’re not ready to be used by
God.

JOSEPH’S JOURNEY
TO JOY...
1. HE CONSIDERED.
2. HE CHOSE FAITH OVER
FEAR.
3. HE OBEYED.

SO, what does your Journey to Joy look like?
1. Consider these verses: James 1:2-4; Phil 2:5-6
2. What does choosing FAITH over FEAR look like
for you this week?
3. What act of obedience is God calling you to this
week? What is your plan to obey?

 Read Hebrews 12:1-3, and use it as a guide to pray as a family to God. Pray about the things that weigh us down or

tie us up. Pray that as a family you can help each other fix your eyes on Jesus.

PARENTING CHECK |
Spend a few minutes reflecting on Hebrews 12:1-3. Exhale. Relax in the truth that Jesus is both the
author and perfecter of your faith. HE is also the author and perfecter of your children’s faith.

