
Choose the format that works with your family:  
Pick a few questions and ask casually during the week, Have a small group discussion at lunch, or Have a small group with your teen and their friends.   

Take what your teens give you, don’t force it. Slowly create a culture of authentic conversation.  

MATTHEW 5:43-48 | Sept 5 
LOVING ENEMIES 

 

THE TEXT | Matthew 5:43-48; Romans 12:14-19; Romans 5:8 

PLAY |  ENEMY MATCH UP | Give everyone 90 seconds to list as many Hero/Villian or Rival pairs as possible (ie: Super-
man/Lex Luther; Auburn/Alabama). When time is up, compare lists, award a small prize to the team with the most orig-
inal pairs.  Lead In: It is a natural thing to dislike or even hate a rival. Today, let’s look at what Jesus says about that.   
 

SHARE  |  In your opinion, what is the best RIVAL match up (can be fictional, historical or athletic? 
  Share a time when you saw someone as your enemy? 
 

DISCUSS |Read MATTHEW 5:43-48and discuss: 
 What stands out to you? 
 What do you like/dislike about this verse? 
 What does it reveal about God? 
 What does this tell us about our nature? 
 What do you need to do about  
 this truth this week? 
Use the above questions to discuss any of  today’s Scriptures. 
 
 

PRAY | 

Spend some time as a family thanking God for loving us  
even when we were His enemies.  
Then, pray for your enemies by name. 

PARENT CUE 

 PARENT CHECK |      
As you prepare to discuss “loving our enemies” with your family, take a minute to reflect on what you have modeled for your kids. How have you talked about others 

in front of them? How has your attitude toward others impacted your child’s perception and behavior toward others? Invite God into the process. Ask Him for 

forgiveness and wisdom to model Christ’s love in front of your family. 

WHAT IS  
 

 

“Who is your enemy?”  
Give each family member and index card and have 
them answer this question. Then discuss how they can 
follow the steps to loving them listed above.  

THINKABOUTIT 

STEPSTOLOVING  
 YOURENEMIES 

1. PRAY FOR THEM PRAYERS | ROM 12:14-19 
2. PROVIDE FOR THEM | MATT 5:46-47 
3. PAY RESPECT | MATT 5:48 
 

TALK TOGETHER ABOUT WAYS TO DO THIS, WHY IS IT IM-
PORTANT AND READ THE RESPECTIVE PASSAGES. 

 

DISCUSS WHAT PAUL WROTE IN 
ROMANS 5:8, WHAT DOES THIS 
PESONALLY MEAN FOR YOU? 
 

“But God demonstrates his own 
love for us in this: While we were still 

sinners, Christ died for us.” 

TALKITOVER 


