
The Sending Network

ROLES OF THE NETWORK
1. Facilitates organic connection of ministry leaders to provide relational support and encouragement to one 

another.
2. Train and certify pastors/leaders for congregations and missional ministries.
3. Provide guidance and support for congregations going through leadership transitions or challenging 

situations.
4. Offer opportunities to support or collaborate in planting churches or missional ministries.
5. Organizational collaboration on best business practices, legal matters, human resource issues, etc. 

WHAT WE VALUE
•  Developing Bible-centered, Spirit-empowered, Disciple-making disciples of Jesus Christ.
•  Expressing the gospel of God’s kingdom in a way that transforms our communities. 
•  Identifying, training, and empowering leaders of all generations for the multiplication of ministry. 
•  Demonstrating a servant-hearted attitude of kindness, humility and generosity to all people. 
•  Operating with personal relationships as the authority base from which we minister & partner.

STRUCTURE OF THE NETWORK
Network Gatherings: Leaders from network churches gather 1-3 times a year for some combination of 

connecting leaders, celebrating regional ministry, reporting on opportunities, equipping each other, as 
well as worshiping, praying and sharing life together. 

Executive Team: Provides oversight and decision-making for the network.
Leadership Development Team: Oversees the training programs and certification of congregational leaders/

pastors.
Specialized advisors/staff: May be identified and recognized if and as needed depending on the needs and 

size of the network. 

COST OF THE NETWORK
• Most costs should be handled by host churches for events/meetings. 
• If the network becomes a size where workloads or coordination becomes too burdensome, stipends or 

staffing may be recommended. Churches would pay these costs in proportion to their size. 

ACCOUNTABILITY OF THE NETWORK
• Pastors/leaders accountable to their church/ministry organization.
• Leaders from the network will assist ministries with transitions/challenges if invited to do so.
• Ministries annually renew a covenant affirming their connection with the network and support for its roles, 

values and belief statements.
• Concerns within the network are handled interpersonally through the executive team.
• In a (very unlikely) worst case scenario a church could be asked to leave the network by a majority vote of 

the executive team.

FRIENDS ADVANCING THE MISSION OF JESUS



The Sending Network

STATEMENT OF FAITH
The churches involved in birthing this network primarily derive from a Reformed historical and 
theological heritage. At the same time we embrace a generous orthodoxy with those who come from 
other orthodox Christian traditions. While a shared theology can be very important to a local church’s 
identity, the call to be in mission partnership with the Holy Spirit is the highest value in proclaiming the 
lordship of Jesus Christ to a fallen and broken, yet valuable, world. We seek to be churches who live out 
this value without compromising the truth of Scripture.

GUIDING BELIEF STATEMENTS
We believe that the Bible is the inspired Word of God. It is the final authority for all we believe and how 
we are to live. (Mt 5:18; Jn 10:35, 17:17; 2 Tim 3:16-17; 2 Pt 1:20-21)

We believe that the one true God exists eternally in three persons, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and that 
these, being one God, are equal in deity, power and glory. We believe that God not only created the 
world but also now upholds, sustains, governs and providentially directs all that exists and that He will 
bring all things to their proper consummation in Christ Jesus to the glory of His name. (Ps 104, 139; Mt 
10:29-31, 28:19; Acts 17:24-28; 2 Cor 13:14; Eph 1:9-12, 4:4-6; Col 1:16-17; Heb 1:1-3; Rev 1:4-6)

We believe that Satan, originally a great and good angel, rebelled against God, taking a multitude of 
angels with him. He was cast out of God’s presence and is at work with his demonic hosts to establish 
his counter-kingdom of darkness and evil on the earth. Satan was judged and defeated at the cross of 
Christ and will, at the end of the age, be cast forever into the lake of fire which has been prepared for him 
and his angels. (Mt 12:25-29, 25:41; Jn 12:31, 16:11; Eph 6:10-20; Col 2:15; 2 Pt 2:4; Jude 6; Rev 12:7-9, 20:10)

We believe that Adam was originally created in the image of God, righteous and without sin. In 
consequence of his disobedience, Adam’s posterity are born subject to both imputed and inherent sin, 
and are therefore by nature and choice the children of wrath, justly condemned in the sight of God, 
wholly unable to save themselves or to contribute in any way to their acceptance with God. (Gen 1-3; Ps 
51:5; Is 53:5; Rom 3:9-18, 5:12-21; Eph 2:1-3)

We believe that Jesus Christ is God incarnate, fully God and fully man, that He was conceived and born 
of a virgin, lived a sinless life, and offered himself as a penal, substitutionary sacrifice for sinners. By the 
blood of His cross He obtained for us eternal redemption, the forgiveness of sins and life everlasting. 
He was raised bodily on the third day and ascended to the right hand of the Father, there to make 
intercession for the saints. (Mt 1:18-25; Jn 1:1-18; Rom 8:34; 1 Cor 15:1-28; 2 Cor 5:21; Gal 3:10-14; Eph 1:7; 
Phil 2:6-11; Col 1:15-23; Heb 7:25, 9:13-15, 10:19; 1 Pt 2:21-25; 1 Jn 2:1-2)

We believe that salvation is by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone. No ordinance, ritual, 
work or any other activity on the part of man is required in order to be saved. This saving grace of God, 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, also sanctifies us by enabling us to do what is pleasing in God’s 



sight in order that we might be progressively conformed to the image of Christ. (Jn 1:12-13, 6:37-44, 
10:25-30; Acts 16:30-31; Rom 3-4, 8:1-17, 8:31-39, 10:8-10; Eph 2:8-10; Phil 2:12-13; Titus 3:3-7; 1 Jn 1:7,9)

We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ baptizes believers in the Holy Spirit in whom also we are sealed for 
the day of redemption. The Holy Spirit regenerates, forever indwells and graciously equips the Christian 
for godly living and service. Following conversion, the Spirit desires to continuously fill, empower and 
anoint believers for ministry and witness. We also believe that signs and wonders, as well as all the gifts 
of the Spirit described in the New Testament, are operative today and are designed to testify to the 
presence of the kingdom and to empower and edify the church to fulfill its calling and mission. (Mt 3:11; 
Jn 1:12-13, 3:1-15; Acts 4:29-30; Rom 8:9, 12:3-8; 1 Cor 12:12-13; 2 Cor 1:21-22; Gal 3:1-5; Eph 1:13-14, 5:18)

We believe that water baptism and the Lord’s Supper are the two sacraments of the church to be 
observed until the time of Christ’s return. They are not a means of salvation but are a means of God’s 
sanctifying grace and blessing to the faithful in Christ Jesus. (Mt 26:26-29, 28:19; Rom 6:3-11; 1 Cor 11:23-
34; 1 Pt 3:21)

We believe that the church is God’s primary instrument through which He is fulfilling His redemptive 
purposes on the earth. To equip the saints for the work of ministry, God has given the church apostles, 
prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers. We also affirm the priesthood of all believers and the 
importance of every Christian being joined with and actively involved in a local community of the saints. 
We believe that women and men are called and gifted to proclaim the gospel and do all the works of the 
kingdom and that the method ordained by God for the support of His ministry is through the giving of 
tithes and freewill offerings. (Mal 3:10; Mt 16:17-19; Acts 2:17-18, 2:42; 2 Cor 9:7; Eph 3:14-21, 4:11-16; 1 Tim 
2:11-15; Heb 10:23-25; 1 Pt 2:4-5, 9-10)

We believe in the equality and essential dignity of men and women of all races and classes. We recognize 
that all persons are made in the image of God and are to reflect that image in the community of believers, 
in the home and in society. We believe in the family, celibate singleness and faithful heterosexual 
marriage as the patterns God designed for us. (Gen 1:26-28; Gal 3:26-29)

We believe that God has called the church to proclaim the gospel to all nations. Part of that proclamation 
must include remembering the poor, widows and orphans, ministering to their needs through sacrificial 
giving and practical service. This ministry is an expression of the heart of the Lord Jesus Christ and is 
an essential part of the kingdom of God. (Is 58:6-12, 61:1; Mt 28:18-20; Lk 4:18, 21:1-4; Gal 2:10; 1 Tim 6:8)

We believe that when the Christian dies he/she passes immediately into the blessed presence of Christ, 
there to enjoy conscious fellowship with the Savior until the day of the resurrection and glorious 
transformation of the body. The saved will then forever dwell in fellowship with their great Triune God. 
We also believe that when the unbeliever dies he/she is consigned to Hades, there to await the Day of 
Judgment when he/she shall be punished with eternal separation from the presence of God. (Mt 25:46; 
Lk 16:19-31; Jn 5:25-29; 1 Cor 15:35-58; 2 Cor 5:1-10; Phil 1:19-26, 3:20-21; 2 Thes 1:5-10; Rev 20:11-15, 21:1-
22:15)

We believe in the literal second coming of Christ at the end of the age when He will return to the earth 
personally and visibly to consummate His kingdom. We also believe in and are praying for a great end-
time harvest of souls. (Ps 2:7-9, 22:27-28; Jn 14:12, 17:20-26; Rom 11:25-32; 1 Cor 15:20-28, 15:50-58; Eph 
4:11-16; Phil 3:20-21; 1 Thes 4:13-5:11; 2 Thes 1:3-12; Rev 7:9-14)
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