SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4TH

GREENBRIAR KIDS

Jesus taught in parables so His
followers would understand how to live
in anticipation of His second coming.
Parable of the Vineyard Workers
Matthew 20:1-16

Watch the video lesson available on the website!
Big Picture Question:

Why does God give good gifts? God gives good gifts

because He is generous.

SING together! Use the videos on the website:

Center My Life and King of

Everything

Practice the CATECHISM:

A catechism is simply a method of learning the

truths about God and his gospel by asking questions which prompt answers.
Kids and adults of all ages benefit from reciting these truths to build a
storehouse of knowledge that the Holy Spirit can use to transform us to look
more like Jesus.

Say •

Who are the three persons of God? The Father, the Son, and the Holy

Spirit.

Memorize SCRIPTURE: Have the kids practice it with you!
Say • Jude 20-21 “But you, beloved, building yourselves up in

your most holy faith

and praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting for the
mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to eternal life.”

Talk about the Bible story
How much did the vineyard owner offer to pay the first workers? (one
denarius, Matthew 20:2)
How much did the owner pay the men who came later to work? (one
denarius, Matthew 20:9)
How did the first set of workers react? (They were angry and jealous,
Matthew 20:12)
What did the owner say to the first set of workers? (He had paid them what
was promised. They had no right to be jealous because it wasn’t their
money; Matthew 20:14-15)
Why does God give good gifts? (God gives good gifts because He is
generous.)

Activity for PREK:

Demonstrate how the kids can use fingerprints to make a triangle-

shaped bunch of grapes. Provide a piece of paper and purple, blue, red, or green finger
paints. If you don’t have finger paints, provide the same colors in washable markers. The
kids can color their fingertips and press their fingers to the paper. Once the kids finish
their grape pictures, invite them to draw a stem and leaves above the grapes. Encourage
the kids to write the Bible story reference at the bottom of the page.

Say

• Jesus used the parable about the vineyard workers to show that some of God’s

chosen people, the Jews, didn’t understand God’s grace. God gives good gifts to people of
all nations. Why does God give good gifts? God gives good gifts because He is generous.

Activity for 1ST-2ND GRADE:

Write the numbers 1–3 on several small pieces of paper.

Choose two volunteers and declare one area a vineyard for one volunteer and another area
a vineyard for the other volunteer. Place a basket or other container with the pieces of
paper inside it between the two vineyards.

At the start signal, a vineyard owner must run

to the basket and pull out a piece of paper. He must then choose the number of kids on the
paper to come help him in his vineyard. Once they are in his vineyard area, he will return
for another piece of paper. The game continues until all the kids are in a vineyard. The
winner is the vineyard with the most kids.

Say

• In today’s Bible story, Jesus told a parable

about a vineyard owner who hired workers throughout
a day but paid them the same. Do you think that is fair?

Activity for 3RD-5TH GRADE:

Invite kids to act out the parable of the vineyard workers.

Assign one kid to play the role of the landowner. Form the remaining kids into five groups
to represent each group of workers. Instruct the first group of workers to stand at one side
of the room. The rest of the workers should sit down. Narrate the Bible story in your own
words as kids act it out. The landowner should approach the first group of workers and
take them back to his vineyard on the other side of the room. Then the second group of
workers should stand. The landowner should go back and invite the second group to work.
Repeat until the landowner has invited all the groups to work. Encourage workers to
pretend to pick grapes off grapevines. Tell the end of the Bible story and direct the groups
to line up to be paid. The last group of workers should be first in line, and the first group
should be last. Prompt each group to act out how the workers responded to their pay.

Say

• Was the landowner fair? The landowner gave the first

group exactly what they agreed to work for—one denarius. He was generous to the other
workers. Why does God give good gifts? God gives good gifts
because He is generous.

The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, and
salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules.

Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created everything, and He

is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read Genesis 1:1 from the Bible.
Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud and explain what these verses
mean.

We sinned.

Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has chosen

to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is holy, God
cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s punishment
of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided.

Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God sent His

Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from the
punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on our
own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives.

Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the cross for

our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can be
welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read Romans
5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond.

Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read Romans 10:9-10,13.

Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart that Jesus alone
saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, turning from self
and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

