
Revelation 20:11–15 (ESV)  
MPS: We are either justified from the cross or judged from the throne 
 
INTRO/REVIEW: 
Revelation 1:3 (ESV) 3 Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and 
blessed are those who hear, and who keep what is written in it, for the time is near.  
 

• Rev 19 to the end of this chapter (20) is the 2nd coming of Jesus and all that surrounds it.  
• Last week we tied 2 Tim 2 to Rev 20. If we have died with him, we will also live with him; 

if we endure, we will also reign with him; if we deny him, he also will deny us, (2Tim 
2:11-12) 

• We were reminded that if we die with him, we will also live with him and if we endure 
we will reign with him.  

• Now, what happens if we deny him? 
• This passage is the LAST of judgments – its finally over.  

 
OPEN:  
 

• Chapter 13 of Narnia “The Last Battle” is titled “How the Dwarfs Refused to Be 
Taken In” These dwarves who refused to believe--indeed, who angrily refused to 
trust Aslan (depiction of Jesus) and his gospel.  

• The Last Battle is a bittersweet allegory of the End Times. Though the land 
of Narnia experienced a tragic end, it also receives a new beginning. The enemies 
of Narnia and many conniving beasts overthrow the country and kill the 
protagonists. But, in the end, the great lion Aslan – creator of Narnia – raises 
them to life to live with him in a redeemed and renewed Narnia. 

• Aslan brings all the faithful Narnian creatures and heroes of the truer and more 
real Narnia back to life forever. 

• However, just before the end, the heroes rescue some dwarves 
• Imprisoned in a barn, the heroes discover that the inside is the brightly-lit 

“lobby” to Aslan’s renewed Narnia. Everything is beginning to be 
wonderful and happy and alive again. They find themselves standing in 
the sun, on lush green grass. 

• All but one of the dwarves, sadly, refuse to believe it. They sit in a circle, 
denying and refusing the good news--the truth about the world and life 
at hand, along with its Creator and Redeemer. 

• The dwarves claim that they would never again believe in Aslan--Narnia’s 
enemies had set up a false Aslan to deceive them and the rest of the 
land. From now on, the dwarves would never let themselves be “taken 
in” again. 

• “I feel I’ve heard as much about Aslan as I want to for the rest of my life,” 
one dwarf says. “We’ve been taken in once and now you expect us to be 
taken in the next minute. We’ve no more use for stories about Aslan, 
see!” 



• Even Aslan, himself, comes to talk to them, to convince them--it’s no use. 
Their cynicism and self-trust become a left and a right door which seem 
to be “locked from the inside.” 

• Aslan tells the heroes sadly that “They will not let us help them. They 
have chosen cunning instead of belief. Their prison is only in their own 
mind, yet they are in that prison, and so afraid of being taken in that 
they cannot be taken out.” 

 
We are either justified from the cross or judged from the throne 
 

• I’m going to ask and attempt to answer 4 questions from this passage. 1. Who is the 
judge, 2. Who are the judged? 3. How are they judged? 4. What is the consequence of 
their judgment?  

 
1.  Who is the judge?  
 
Vs 11 Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his presence earth 
and sky fled away, and no place was found for them. 
 

• Throughout most of The Revelation, we have seen “pre-judgments” occurring between 
the two comings of Jesus – now we see the finale of those pre-judgments occurring in 
the final judgment.  

 
• “Judge” is not just a role he assumes on the great and final day, it is His eternal right, as 

the Lord who created all things, including you, including me. 
 

• All of God’s enemies have been judged at this point, all but the fallen human race.  
 

• This judge is seated on a throne – described as great and white 
o Great – majesty and authority 
o White – perfect purity, holiness, incorruptible righteous  

 
• John does not really specify who is seated on the throne, which suggests the presence of 

God the Father, as when this throne was first seen in chapter 4:2.  
 

• However, Paul says in 2Tim 4:1 that “Christ Jesus … is to judge the living and the dead” 
• AND, in John 5:22 Jesus says, “Father … has given all judgment to the Son.” 

 
• But look at how John in Revelation 22 speaks of God and the Lamb [Father and Son] on a 

throne… 
  
Revelation 22:1–3 (ESV) 1 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as 
crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 through the middle of the street of 



the city; also, on either side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its 
fruit each month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 3 No longer will 
there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants 
will worship him.  
 

• Notice there are TWO who on one throne – BUT the personal pronouns are singular… 
• What’s more important to John than grammar is protecting the concept of the unity of 

God in a culture that is profoundly polytheistic. 
• The judge on this great white throne is a mystery – it’s the union between God the 

Father and God the Son – but they have always worked in tandem so this shouldn’t 
surprise us.  

• Jesus was the agent of creation (Col 2, John 1) 
• Jesus will also be the agent of re-creation (find references)  
• But here, Jesus is the agent of Judgment – all authority is given to Him from the Father.  
• In order for Jesus to be the agent of re-creation, he must first de-create and finish the 

role of judge upon those who deny Him.  
 
The earth and sky fled away… 
 
Micah 1:3–4 (ESV) 3 For behold, the LORD is coming out of his place, and will come down and 
tread upon the high places of the earth. 4 And the mountains will melt under him, and the 
valleys will split open, like wax before the fire, like waters poured down a steep place.  
 

• This is the de-creation we witnessed in Rev 6.  
 

• When He came the first time, judgment was delivered from a cross, the day turned to 
night, rocks split, and earthquakes tremored. God’s kids were redeemed and their sins 
were judged.  

 
• When He comes the second time, judgment will be delivered from a throne – the sky 

will flee, the earth will pass away. God’s enemies will be judged and cast into utter 
darkness.  
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2. Who are the judged?  
 
12a And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne… 
13a  And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead who were 
in them, and they were judged… 
 

• They are the DEAD – We have seen that these mentioned here (the dead) are 
mentioned just a few verses before – look at vs 5. 



 
Revelation 20:4b–6 (ESV) 4b They [Christians] came to life and reigned with Christ for a 
thousand years. 5 The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended. 
This is the first resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy is the one who shares in the first resurrection! 
Over such the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ, and they 
will reign with him for a thousand years.  
 

• Who are the people who come to life in the first resurrection during this millennial 
period? The people of God.  

 
• So, what about everybody else? John says in verse five, “the rest of the dead” that is 

those not included in the first resurrection, that is unbelievers, they did not come to life.  
 

• They came from death, hades and the sea…. which are three literary ways of referring to 
the place of the dead, the grave. 

 
• Not one descendant of Adam and Eve will be missing. 

 
If we have died with him, we will also live with him; if we endure, we will also reign with him;  
if we deny him, he also will deny us, (2Tim 2:11-12) 
 

• BUT… there is also evidence that not only deniers of Christ will stand before this throne, 
but also those who have died with Him and endured.  

 
• As we see in a moment, there is a stark difference between those who deny Him 

(unrepentant) and those who have died with him and endured (repentant).  
 
3. How are they judged?  
 
Vs 12b … and books were opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of life. 
And the dead were judged by what was written in the books, according to what they had done. 
 
Vs 13b and they were judged, each one of them, according to what they had done. 
 
the book of life of the Lamb who was slain. 
 

• These books may not be literal, but rather a symbolic reality of God’s “Divine memory” 
(Augustine) that infallibly records all deeds, words, thoughts, and motives.  
 

• The infinite and omnipresent God has watched over every detail of history, with a 
perfect and infallible observation. His memory is unfailing. 

 



• What if we had the technology to play a video on the screen of all you  secret thoughts 
and all your deeds done in the dark? GOD HAS THAT DIVINE SIGHT AND MEMORY!  

 
Hebrews 4:13 (ESV) 13 And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed 
to the eyes of him to whom we must give account. 
 

• There are two books mentioned here: ‘books were opened….then another book was 
opened.’ 

• These books may be a reference to the two books in Daniel (Dan 7:10 “the books were 
opened” and Daniel 12:1-2 ““everyone who is found written in the book … will be 
rescued … to everlasting life”) 

 
The book of deeds is for those who have denied Christ – they will be judged by their deeds from 
the throne. No mercy left.  
 
The book of names is the Lamb’s book of life. These are the names of the citizens of Heaven – 
the new Jerusalem.  
 

• The book of deeds will be the unrepentant’s judgment (sinful deeds), but the same book 
will be the basis for the repentant’s rewards (good works).  

 
Colossians 2:14 (ESV) 14 by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal 
demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross.  
 
2 Corinthians 5:10 (ESV) 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that 
each one may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil.  
 
Revelation 22:12 (ESV) 12 “Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my recompense with me, to 
repay each one for what he has done.  
 
1 Corinthians 3:8 (ESV) 8 He who plants and he who waters are one, and each will receive his 
wages according to his labor. 
 

• The book of deeds are Rewards for the righteous ,but judgment for the wicked! 
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• Jesus describes the final judgment in Matthew 25:32, the nations are gathered before 
his throne, but “he will separate … the sheep from the goats.” This indicates that after 
the resurrection of all people, the righteous will be pulled out of the judgment in order 
to receive praise and rewards from Christ instead  

 
• But the only way to get the reward is that your name is in the book of life. 



 
• The full name of this book is given in Revelation 13:8: “the book of life of the Lamb who 

was slain.” 
 
Revelation 13:8 (ESV) 8 and all who dwell on earth will worship it, everyone whose name has 
not been written before the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who was 
slain. 
 
 

• Notice it’s not called the book of life… 
o because of your good works. 
o of one of the ways to heaven.  
o of allegories to make you feel better about death 

 
• It’s the book of life of the Lamb who was slain… an historic Jesus, God in the flesh, 

sacrificed in your place, for your sins, to justify you from the cross so you wouldn’t be 
judged from the throne.   

 
Romans 4:5 (ESV) 5 And to the one who does not work but believes in him who justifies the 
ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness, 
 

• The only thing God forgets is our sins when we have been justified from the cross. 
 

• God will not keep a record of the sins of those who are forgiven through faith in Jesus. 
God will not even bring up our sins in the future, since he has erased them with the ink 
of Christ’s blood.  

 
Jeremiah 31:34 (ESV) 34 And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, 
saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, 
declares the LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.”  
 
Psalm 103:11–12 (The Message) 11 As high as heaven is over the earth, so strong is his love to 
those who fear him. 12 And as far as sunrise is from sunset, he has separated us from our sins. 
 

• God hasn’t forgotten our sins in a way that our memory fails us – He has forgotten 
(removed) our sins in a way that satisfies Him – all debt cancelled – the debit we owe 
has been settled. Our names are in His divine memory forever more.  

 
 
4. What is the consequence of their judgement? 
 



Vs14-15 Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the 
lake of fire. 15 And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown 
into the lake of fire.  
 

• In the same way there is an intermediate state, the present Heaven for those in Christ, 
there is an intermediate hell for those who deny Christ. In the same way the present 
heaven will pass away, so will the present hell. The new heaven will be better than the 
present heaven, but the eternal state of hell will be worse than the present hell.  

 
• Death will also be cast into the lake of fire. It will no longer serve life to the believer or 

judgment for the unbeliever – its end is at hand.  
 
1 Corinthians 15:26 (ESV) 26 The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 
 

• C. S. Lewis said, “I have met no people who fully disbelieved in Hell and also had a living 
and life-giving belief in Heaven.” 

 
• Jesus said more about hell than about any other topic. Amazingly, 13 percent of His 

sayings are about hell and judgment; more than half of His parables relate to the eternal 
judgment of sinners. This clarity in the Bible makes the reality of a literal hell a non-
negotiable.  

 
• For so long, many preachers have almost joyfully preached on hell. It has come across to 

those listening that God throws everyone in hell who won’t pray the sinner’s prayer, 
stands on the lid of hell screaming “it’s too late” while tormented souls are desperately 
trying to climb out.  

 
• There is a difficulty in embracing the doctrine of hell.  

 
• “Beloved, these are such weighty things that while I dwell upon them I feel far more 

inclined to sit down and weep than to stand up and speak to you.” Spurgeon. 
 

• One of the most extensive stories about hell - The rich man and Lazarus. Luke 16:19–31 
(ESV)  

 
• Hell is the opposite of “union with Christ” it is: disunion with all of God and his grace. 

 
• Sin is saying to God, “Leave me alone.” (Prodigal son is an example). 

 
• So, if sin is saying to God, “Leave me alone;” Hell is God saying, “OK.”  

 
• C.S. Lewis is constantly saying, whenever he depicts hell, the doors of hell are locked 

from the inside 



 
• It’s not a question of God ‘sending’ us to hell. In each of us there is something growing 

up which will of itself be hell unless it is stamped out - repented of by believing the 
gospel.” 

 
• In the story found in Luke 16, The rich man never talks to God, never asks for 

forgiveness, never asks to get out of hades.  
 
Luke 16:27 And he said, ‘Then I beg you, father, to send him to my father’s house— 28 for I have 
five brothers—so that he may warn them, lest they also come into this place of torment.’ 29 But 
Abraham said, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear them.’ 30 And he said, ‘No, 
father Abraham, but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’  
 

• God doesn’t send people to hell, rather they have chosen hell themselves. The rich man 
does not say, “God get me out of here so I can be in Heaven with Abraham, Lazarus, and 
you - he, instead, wants Lazarus to come to hell with him.  

 
• I know this is beyond finding out, but on the cross when Jesus Christ lost, when the Son 

lost the eternal love of the Father, he experienced an agony, he experienced a disunion, 
he experienced an isolation infinitely greater than you and I would experience in an 
eternity in hell. 

 
• Until you understand hell, you will never understand how much you mean to Jesus. 

 
Conclusion: 
 

• Life on current earth is for the believer the closest to hell he will ever be and for the 
unbeliever it is the closest to heaven he will ever be.  

 
 


